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          1              O.C. SMITH:
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          2                   Let the record reflect that the time is now 6

          3              o'clock p.m Central Daylight savings time.  My name

          4              is O.C. Smith, III, and I am employed with the

          5              Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality.  I

          6              will be serving as the hearing officer this

          7              evening.  The Public Hearing that was scheduled for

          8              Thursday, February 14, 2008 was rescheduled to be

          9              conducted today in response to public request.

         10                   This hearing is scheduled to accept public

         11              comments on a draft water discharge permit for

         12              American Advanced Technologies, LLC, 2266 Denley

         13              Road, Houma, Louisiana 70363 for the Houma Oil

         14              Recovery Facility, Houma, Terrebonne Parish.  For

         15              the Draft LPDES Water Discharge Permit: AINumber

         16              115847, Permit Number LA0123072, and Activity

         17              Number PER20070004.

         18                   The facility is located on the west side of

         19              Denley Road at the intersection of Denley and

         20              Shaffer Roads, 1/4 mile west of LA Highway 57, in

         21              Houma, Terrebonne Parish.

         22                   American Advanced Technologies, LLC is

         23              proposing to construct and operate a privately

         24              owned non-hazardous used oil recovery facility.

         25                   The principal discharge from this proposed

<
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          1              source will be made into Munson Slip; thence into

          2              the Houma Navigation Canal in Subsegment 120509 of

          3              the Terrebonne Basin, waters of the state

          4              classified for primary contact recreation,
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          5              secondary contact recreation and propagation of

          6              fish and wildlife and drinking water supply.  Under

          7              the SIC Code 4953, the applicant proposes to

          8              discharge treated oily wastewater, treated sanitary

          9              wastewater, and non-process area stormwater from a

         10              proposed privately owned non-hazardous used oil

         11              recovery facility.

         12                   During the preparation of the draft LPDES

         13              permit, it has been determined that the discharge

         14              will have no adverse impact on the existing uses of

         15              the receiving water body.  As with any discharge,

         16              however, some change in existing water quality may

         17              occur.

         18                   The purpose of this hearing will be to accept

         19              public comments on the draft water discharge

         20              permit.  

         21                   This hearing is not being conducted in a

         22              question and answer format.  Please remember that

         23              the purpose of this public hearing is to allow you,

         24              the public, an opportunity to express your thoughts

         25              concerning the draft water discharge permit.  I

<
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          1              will allow all interested parties a reasonable

          2              opportunity to comment, unless testimony is not

          3              related to the purpose of the hearing.

          4                   This hearing is being held to give all

          5              individuals a chance to be heard regardless of

          6              their position on the draft water discharge permit. 

          7              Courteous behavior is expected of everyone at all
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          8              times.  You may speak in support of, in opposition

          9              to, or simply to provide additional information

         10              concerning this permitting activity.  All your

         11              comments heard and transcribed during this hearing

         12              and all written comments received during the

         13              comment period will be evaluated and addressed in

         14              the Department's written response.

         15                   The public notice for ht he public hearing and

         16              the request for public comment on these permitting

         17              activities was published in The Advocate and The

         18              Courier on February 4, 2008.  

         19                   Previous notices have been published in The

         20              Courier on November 1, 2007 and December 13, 2007,

         21              and in The Advocate and The Courier on January 8th,

         22              2008.  

         23                   In addition, on January 3rd and January 29,

         24              2008, copies of the public notice were mailed to

         25              individuals who requested that they be placed on
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          1              the mailing list maintained by the LDEQ Office of

          2              Environmental Services.

          3                   A copy of the permit application, the draft

          4              water discharge permit and the statement of basis

          5              associated with it are available for inspection and

          6              review at the LDEQ Public Records Center, Room 1-

          7              127, 602 North 5th Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana

          8              70802.  Viewing hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,

          9              Monday through Friday, (except holidays). 

         10                   The available information can also be accessed

Page 4



marchde
         11              electronically on the Electronic Document

         12              Management System (EDMS) on the DEW public website

         13              at www.deq.louisiana.gov.

         14                   A copy is also available for review at the

         15              Terrebonne Parish Library, Headquarters, 151

         16              Library Drive, Houma, Louisiana 70360.

         17                   In accordance with Louisiana Administrative

         18              Code, Title 33, Part IX, Section 3113.B.1, comments

         19              received by 12:30 p.m., Thursday, March 20th, 2008,

         20              will be considered prior to a final decision.  All

         21              comments received by 12:30 p.m., Thursday, March

         22              20th, 2008, shall be retained by the Department and

         23              considered in determining whether to approve or

         24              deny the proposed permitting action.

         25                   Written comments on the draft water discharge

<
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          1              permit may be submitted to Ms. Soumaya Ghosn, LDEQ-

          2              OES, Environmental Assistance Division, P.O. Box

          3              4313, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-4313.

          4                   Under Louisiana Revised Statues Title 30:2017,

          5              as revised by the legislature in the 2004 session,

          6              the Department is required to follow the following

          7              order with the provision that the presiding officer

          8              may give preference to a public official to speak

          9              at any time during the hearing.  However, any time

         10              limit set for citizen testimony shall apply to

         11              public officials.

         12                   The Department is required to provide up to 30

         13              minutes to the facility for an introductory
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         14              presentation.  Thereafter, presence for speaking up

         15              to one hour is given as follows:  For the first

         16              hour, those citizens who live within a two-mile

         17              radius of the location of the facility; for the

         18              second hour, those citizens who work within a two-

         19              mile radius of the location of the facility; and

         20              for the third hour, those citizens who live within

         21              the parish of the location of the facility.

         22                   Thereafter, each hour of the hearing shall

         23              alternate between those who are in support of the

         24              Draft Water Discharge Permit, followed by those

         25              citizens who are opposed to the draft permit.

<
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          1                   The order of speakers for tonight's hearing

          2              will be based on the information provided by the

          3              speaker on the registration form.  Anyone who

          4              registered to speak but did not provide the

          5              necessary information will be given the opportunity

          6              to speak; however, they will be called last in the

          7              order of registration.

          8                   This hearing is being transcribed; therefore,

          9              I ask that each speaker begin by stating, for the

         10              record, their name, address and any organization he

         11              or she may represent.  I also remind you to please

         12              turn off all cell phones.  Thank you.

         13                   At this time, I would like to ask the Facility

         14              representative to come forward and make their

         15              introductory presentation.      

         16              MIKE BROUSSARD:
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         17                   My name is Mike Broussard.  I live at 50  - 

         18              O.C. SMITH:

         19                   Start over, please.

         20              MIKE BROUSSARD:

         21                   I'm sorry.

         22              O.C. SMITH:

         23                   Go ahead.

         24              MIKE BROUSSARD:

         25                   My name is Mike Broussard.  I live at 5389

<
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          1              Grand Caillou Road, Houma, Louisiana 70363.  

          2              AUDIENCE MEMBER:

          3                   Can't hear him.

          4              AUDIENCE MEMBER:

          5                   Mic.

          6              AUDIENCE MEMBER:

          7                   The mic is not on.

          8              CHRIS MAYEAUX:

          9                   It's on.  It's just  - it's just not  -

         10              O.C. SMITH:

         11                   Try it now.  Sorry about that.

         12              MIKE BROUSSARD:

         13                   You need me to repeat?

         14              O.C. SMITH:

         15                   Yes, please.

         16              CHRIS MAYEAUX:

         17                   Please.

         18              MIKE BROUSSARD:

         19                   All right, my name is Mike Broussard.  I live
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         20              at 5389 Grand Caillou Road, Houma, Louisiana 70363. 

         21              I am the president and owner or one of the owners

         22              of American Advanced, which is a non-hazardous

         23              waste oil recovery facility located at 2266 Denley

         24              Road, Houma, Louisiana.  

         25                   AAT's primary mission is to recycle used oil,

<
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          1              oily water and oily solid materials, such as, oil

          2              filters, booms and pads and convert it into energy

          3              in recovering metals to keep the waste of being

          4              disposed into landfills and injection wells.

          5                   The company recovers and sells the processed

          6              used oil as cover stock or recycled fuel oil to be

          7              used by oil refineries, power plants, cement keels

          8              and asphalt plants.  The use of recycled oil will

          9              help us reduce the use of natural resources.  

         10                   The residual water from the used oil in oily

         11              waters process is currently being shipped to be

         12              processed in other areas, and the company is

         13              applying for a permit to process this water and

         14              discharge the clean water.  Processing wastewater

         15              ourself  will give us control over the quality

         16              of the process and will assure us that our

         17              wastewater is properly handled.

         18                   I have been working on the conception of this

         19              plant for 15 years.  The method I have invented for

         20              recovering energy from solid oily material has been

         21              granted in a U.S. patent.  In 15 years of research

         22              and changing public awareness and the environment
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         23              needs has allowed American Advanced to appoint the

         24              current facilities.  AAT is concerned about the

         25              environment and safety of all residents of

<

                                sic

          1              Terrebonne Parish and has operated safely since

          2              they opened in February 1 of 2006.  The plant not

          3              only brings new technology to the area, but also

          4              new jobs and additional taxed revenue to both local

          5              and state government.  

          6                   American Advanced Technology is owned by four

          7              local businessmen.  The owners have been involved

          8              in local areas to  - through support in working

          9              with the community over the past years.  This new

         10              process plant is another way for these businessmen

         11              to assist the future development of both the parish

         12              and the state and help provide a clean environment

         13              for all of us to live in.  

         14                   American Advanced owners and employees

         15              understand that we have natural resources that the

         16              landfills and injection wells are not the best

         17              solution for energy recovering waste and will be

         18              working to make sure that Houma and all of South

         19              Louisiana has a clean and beautiful environment

         20              that you have come to enjoy and love.  

         21                   AAT current  - cares about the environment as

         22              much as anybody.  We understand we live in a world

         23              where generates  - which generates waste.  Our

         24              mission is to find ways to recycle waste into

         25              energy and do it in a safe way.  
Page 9
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          1                   AAT has spent millions of dollars on equipment

          2              and is willing  - and it will spend millions more

          3              adding equipment to find ways to recycle industrial

          4              waste where we can  - we can and  - and when it

          5              will be  - to be disposed of.  We want to do it in

          6              the most environmental safe way.  The owners and

          7              employers of AAT certainly believes that the

          8              cleaning  - cleaning industrial wastewater and

          9              returning it to the clean water back to the

         10              environment is better than pumping it down

         11              injection wells into shallow freshwater sands that

         12              future generations may need supply of the water.

         13                   AAT has received a draft permit from the DEQ

         14              to discharge treated oil and wastewater, not  - nor

         15              process area storm  - and non-process area storm

         16              water and treated sanitary wastewater from its

         17              facility.  During the prep  - preparation of this

         18              permit, DEQ determines that the discharge will have

         19              to  - no adverse impact on the existing use of

         20              received ways  - waterways.  

         21                   AAT plans to engage in a well-qualified

         22              contract to provide state-of-the-art processing

         23              equipment which will be in compliance of several

         24              effective methods running in sequence as needed. 

         25              Before any wastewater is to be dis  - processed, it

<
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          1              will be profiled.  Unlike  - unlike conditional 

          2              discharge permit, the clean wastewater generated

          3              from the oil recovering process will be discharged

          4              only in batches and only after the clean water has

          5              been tested by independent labs prior to discharge

          6              and found to meet EPA and state DEQ criterias.    

          7                   The compiled sample will be collected and

          8              analyzed.  If the batch does not meet the permit

          9              criterias, it will not be discharged.  This is the

         10              safest way known to discharge processed wastewater.

         11                   AAT will implement quality control to be sure

         12              that we're on full compliance of the permit

         13              requirements and specification at all times.  AAT

         14              will provide all reports to DEQ that are required

         15              by the permit.  I would like to stress that the

         16              permit application also includes storage and

         17              loading our facility for G  - TEG.  AAT has planned

         18               - had planned to handle TEG with the permit

         19              application which was prepared in August of 2007.

         20                   AAT has since changed its business plan and

         21              does not have a plan to enter the TEG market at the

         22              present time.  AAT will request that TEG be removed

         23              from this permit.  Please support the environmental

         24              responsible companies like AAT and others to keep

         25              industrial in Terrebonne Parish to provide jobs and
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          1              tax basis.  Please support the issues of this

          2              permit.  We trust that DEQ will do their job in
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          3              auditing this valuable facility.  

          4                   I thank you very much for your time.

          5              O.C. SMITH:

          6                   Thank you.  I will now begin by allowing all

          7              persons who have signed up to speak five minutes in

          8              which to present their comments.  Anyone who needs

          9              more than five minutes will be allowed to finish

         10              his or hers comments after all registered speakers

         11              have had the opportunity to speak.  The first to

         12              speak will be those citizens who live within a two-

         13              mile radius of the location of the facility.  The

         14              next group of speakers will be those who work

         15              within a two-mile radius of the location of the

         16              facility.  Then the next group will be those

         17              citizens who live within the parish of the location

         18              of the facility.

         19                   At this time, I would like to call Patricia

         20              Whitney.  You may want to come around this side of

         21              the podium and address the audience if you prefer. 

         22              Whichever is more comfortable for you.

         23              PATRICIA WHITNEY:

         24                   I have a copy of my statements for the hearing 

         25              officer.  My name is Patricia Whitney.  I live at

<
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          1              1206 Cardinal Drive, Thibodaux, Louisiana 70301.

          2                   I'm an organizer with BISCO Bayou Interfaith

          3              Shared Community Organizing.  We work in Lafourche

          4              and Terrebonne Parishes, particularly with

          5              churches, and there were several churches within
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          6              the range of the two-mile radius of this permit.  

          7                   I am opposed to the issuance of this permit

          8              application because of the following reasons: 

          9              Hurricane Rita which struck at the Texas/Louisiana

         10              border pushed a significant storm surge into

         11              Terrebonne Parish which included the area around

         12              the application for this permit.  Because of our

         13              eroding coastal wetlands and barriers, Terrebonne

         14              Parish is critically vulnerable to intense flooding

         15              events from storm surges.  

         16                   What would happen if a storm surge would

         17              destroy these 40  - 400 barrel storage tanks? 

         18              These tanks are near large residential areas,

         19              several schools, churches, a hospital and many

         20              businesses, as well as the source of drinking water

         21              for thousands of people.  If there should be a

         22              release from these tanks, the toxic substances

         23              would inundate this community and could destroy not

         24              just thousands of homes and businesses but our

         25              fragile wetlands also.  

<
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          1                   Look at what happened with Murphy Oil in St.

          2              Bernard Parish in 2005.  The mega-giant Murphy paid

          3              for the damages to the Chalmette community it

          4              destroyed, but many people and businesses have not

          5              been able to return because of the contamination.

          6                   American Advanced Technologies is a Limited

          7              Liability Corporation.  I'm concerned with what

          8              affect that would have with limited liability upon
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          9              their responsibility and ability to correct any

         10              damages caused by any failure at their facility or

         11              its processes.  What damage would that create to

         12              our local economy when affected businesses cannot

         13              return to their facilities for an extended period

         14              of time, if ever, thanks to any of the failures of

         15              any processes.  What exposure would our local and

         16              state government agencies for their lack of

         17              effectiveness in protecting the health, property

         18              and environment of their citizens?

         19                   This is a very fragile environment.  We are

         20              one of the most fragile environments on the earth

         21              today.  The risk of harm to our community is so

         22              great that it outweighs any possible advantage to

         23              the community for allowing this type of activity to

         24              proceed.  I strongly urge that, one, the public be

         25              given an extended period of time to submit comments

<
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          1              on this controversial application, and, two, that

          2              the DEQ, in the best interest of the people and the

          3              businesses of this community, deny this application

          4              for a wastewater discharge permit.  Thank you.

          5              O.C. SMITH:

          6                   Thank you.  If you could bring your  - your  -

          7              your exhibit up here, we'll accept it for the

          8              record.  

          9              PATRICIA WHITNEY:

         10                   (Handing document.)

         11              O.C. SMITH:
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         12                   Oh  - we've accepted Exhibit No. 1 from  - 

         13              CHRIS MAYEAUX:

         14                   Patricia Whitney.

         15              O.C. SMITH:

         16                    - Patricia Whitney.  Our next registered

         17              speaker in  - in the order is Sharon Gauthe.

         18              SHARON GAUTHE:

         19                   Hello, I'm Sharon Gauthe.  I'm also with BISCO

         20              Bayou Interfaith Shared Community Organizing.  My

         21              address is 1922 Bayou Road, Thibodaux, Louisiana

         22              71301.  And as Ms. Whitney said, we work with

         23              several churches in the area.  I am opposed to the

         24              issues of this permit application because of the

         25              following reasons:  After the storms of 2005, BISCO

<
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          1              Bayou Interfaith Shared Community Organizing

          2              collected data regarding the perceptions of over

          3              1,000 community residents of Terrebonne and

          4              Lafourche Parishes.  

          5                   The results of this data collection showed

          6              that 94 percent of the residents of Terrebonne

          7              Parish who were questioned felt that the storm

          8              surge had caused problems with the water bodies in

          9              their communities.  When asked whether these

         10              residents felt that the flooding caused problems

         11              with the drinking water in their community, 86

         12              percent responded affirmatively.  

         13                   Interviews also showed that the questioned

         14              residents perceived that there were increases in

Page 15



marchde
         15              several medical ailments since the flooding.  The

         16              percentage of Terrebonne Parish residents who

         17              responded that they felt there was an increase in

         18              specific ailments in their community were as

         19              follows:  Rashes, 42 percent of the persons;

         20              infections, 52 percent; boils, 38 percent; and

         21              depression, 60 percent.  

         22                   When looking for information on whether to

         23              allow a wastewater discharge permit for the types

         24              of toxins clearly delineated by this application,

         25              it seems just good common sense and basic ethics

<
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          1              that the concerns of the people who would be

          2              exposed to such toxins should be taken into

          3              consideration and given serious weight in such a

          4              decision.  

          5                   Our people and our environment have suffered

          6              enough from the poor permitting practices of the

          7              past.  Please do not allow such inequitable

          8              practices to continue into the future.  We want a

          9              clean and safe environment for ourselves, our

         10              children and our grandchildren.  Because of this,

         11              we strongly request that the DEQ, one, grant an

         12              extended period of time for the public to comment

         13              on this application, and, two, deny this

         14              application for a wastewater discharge permit as

         15              being in the interest of the people and the

         16              environment of Terrebonne Parish.  Thank you. 

         17              (Handing documents.)
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         18              O.C. SMITH:

         19                   We will submit that.  We'll accept this as

         20              Exhibit No. 2 from Ms. Gauthe.  Our next speaker is

         21              Walton Boudreaux, Junior.  

         22              WALTON BOUDREAUX, JR.:

         23                   My name is Walton Boudreaux, Junior.  I live

         24              at 156 Presque Isle Drive, Houma, Louisiana 70363. 

         25              I  - I work within a two-mile radius of the

<
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          1              proposed facility, and I live just outside of it in

          2              the Presque Isle subdivision.  

          3                   And I'm in favor of this proposal because I

          4              have a  - a little bit of a working knowledge of

          5              how this is going to be put together, and I've

          6              known Mike Broussard for 30-something years, and

          7              I've never known him to do anything that would harm

          8              anyone, especially our environment.  He's been

          9              developing this project for 15 years, as he said. 

         10              I've had conversations with him  - with him on it. 

         11              I understand the  - the processes that are going to

         12              go  - it's going to go through, and I truly believe

         13              that this is the best way to handle the wastewater

         14              other than the ways that it's being handled now.  

         15                   Pumping it into injection wells and some

         16              people just dumping it where it shouldn't be dumped

         17              at all is  - is not the way to go, and he's trying

         18              to do things in the correct manner.  And I'm just

         19              voicing my support for this project.  Thank you.

         20              O.C. SMITH:
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         21                   Thank you.  The next speaker is George S.

         22              Bourg  - Bourg.

         23              AUDIENCE MEMBER:

         24                   Can't hear you.

         25              AUDIENCE MEMBER:
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          1                   Can't hear you.

          2              AUDIENCE MEMBER:

          3                   Can't hear you.

          4              AUDIENCE MEMBER:

          5                   Turn on the mic.  It's the mic.

          6              O.C. SMITH:

          7                   Sorry about that.  The next speaker's George

          8              Bourg.

          9              GEORGE S. BOURG:         

         10                   My name is George Bourg.  I live at 4133 Grand

         11              Caillou Road, Houma, Louisiana 70363.  I also own

         12              Du Lac Shipyard on Munson Slip.  I'm on both sides

         13              of this issue.  Sometimes my facility calls up

         14              someone to pump out a boat bilge and get rid of the

         15              water and everything else, so I shouldn't be

         16              speaking out.  But I don't like the fact that

         17              chemical number 10127 was left off the application

         18              and that is saltwater.  

         19                   I can tell you and everyone else in here that

         20              deals with boats, boat bilges produce saltwater,

         21              and that's what I'd like to see.  If they want to

         22              do this permit, add it.  Don't leave anything off

         23              the list for us to find out later.  Do it the right
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         24              way.  Thank you.    

         25              O.C. SMITH:

<
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          1                   Our next group of citizens are citizens who

          2              live within the parish of the facility.  Our next

          3              registered speaker is Barbara Brien.

          4              BARBARA BRIEN:

          5                   My name is Barbara Brien.  My address is 2038 

          6              Bayou Blue Road, Houma, Louisiana.  I am opposed to

          7              the issuance of this permit application because the

          8              Terrebonne Parish Waterworks District No. 1 is

          9              opposed to this issuance of this permit in its

         10              letter, and I quote:  If the facility were allowed

         11              to operate at 2266 Denley Road, it would be

         12              classified as a significant potential source of

         13              contamination SPSOC.  SPSOC is defined as any

         14              facility or activity that stores, uses or produces

         15              as a product or a bi-product the contaminated  -

         16              contaminants regulated under the Safe Driving Water

         17              Act  - Safe Drinking Water Act and has a sufficient

         18              likelihood of releasing such contaminants at levels

         19              that could pose a concern relative to drinking

         20              water sources.  

         21                   A release may never occur from an SPSOC which

         22              is practicing best management practices.  But when

         23              estimating risk for a drinking water source

         24              facility, specific management practices are not

         25              taken into account.  For these reasons, Terrebonne
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          1              Waterworks issue  - opposes issuance of the permit

          2              sought by AA Technologies, LLC.  Attached is a copy

          3              of the complete letter to my remarks.  Thank you

          4              for holding this meeting.  (Handing documents.)

          5              O.C. SMITH:

          6                   Thank you.  We will accept her written remarks

          7              as Exhibit No. 3.  Our next registered speaker is

          8              David Gauthe.

          9              DAVID GAUTHE:

         10                   We got all this cold together.  My name is

         11              David Gauthe.  I live at 19 Bayou Road, Thibodaux,

         12              Louisiana, and I work with my wife with BISCO.  I'm

         13              opposed to the issuance of this permit application

         14              for the following reasons:  The general manager,

         15              Mr. Dirk Barrios, of Lafourche Parish Water

         16              District No. 1 stated in a letter to the Louisiana

         17              Department of Environmental Quality on March 5th

         18              that "We are concerned with the impact that this

         19              permit would allow the discharge of constituents

         20              into our waterways that exceeds the allottable

         21              limits in drinking water.  This is because at

         22              certain times of the year, we experience the threat

         23              of saltwater that studies have shown merely comes

         24              from the Houma Navigation Canal.  

         25                   "The limits of the daily maximum discharge for

<
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          1              things like total arsenic, cadmium and chromium
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          2              exceed the maximum contaminant levels allowed by

          3              the Safe Drinking Act from over four times as much

          4              for the cadmium and 15 times as much for the

          5              chlorium."  Why should we allow this discharge to

          6              occur into a source that not only influences our

          7              drinking water but is also the source water  - is

          8              also within the source water protection area of

          9              Terrebonne Consolidated Government Cooler Water

         10              Treatment Plant?

         11                   With all the requirements that the water

         12              industry has places on it, why should the State of

         13              Louisiana grant a permit to discharge wastewater

         14              from all the gly  - glycol recycling?  The state

         15              already has a reputation of allowing industry to

         16              dump its waste on us.  Why we would want to

         17              continue this to allow this type of discharge with

         18              our strong guidelines and testing procedures to

         19              assure to meet our  - the requirements.  

         20                   The state  - the state should be the one who's

         21              doing the sampling and testing, not an independent

         22              lab that is paid by the owner.  And the cost should

         23              be bourne by the owner.  Has anyone thought about

         24              the problems that could be caused by a buildup of

         25              heavy metals and God knows what other types of
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          1              chemicals in the water  - watershed and the

          2              sediment in the area.  And this is into the future. 

          3                   On the possible these contaminants getting

          4              through the drinking water infiltrating  - and we
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          5              got to think about fish and crabs and oysters and

          6              rabbits and deer and wa  - water foul.  What about

          7              the impact to the seafood industry?  What about the

          8              environment?  We are discussing right now spending

          9              billions of dollars to restore our course land. 

         10              Now we're going to allow to discharge these toxins

         11              into  - toxic substance into our major estuary.  

         12                   The  DEQ, Department of Quality  - The 

         13              Environmental Quantity   - Quality, it is up

         14              to you to protect the people.  Deny this permit. 

         15              (Handing document.)

         16              O.C. SMITH:

         17                   Thank you.  I  - we'll receive your written

         18              remarks as Exhibit 4.  Our next speaker is

         19              Catherine Rochelle.  The next speak  -  

         20              CATHERINE ROCHELLE:

         21                   Good evening.

         22              O.C. SMITH:

         23                   The next speaker after Ms. Rochelle is John

         24              Rochelle.  If you could come and be ready, it would

         25              help things roll along.

<

                                sic

          1              JOHN ROCHELLE:

          2                   You mean to stand up here?  

          3              CHRIS MAYEAUX:

          4                   No, just right there.

          5              JOHN ROCHELLE:

          6                   What?  Just  - he wants me to stand  - 
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          7              CHRIS MAYEAUX:

          8                   Just  - no  - 

          9              O.C. SMITH:

         10                   Your fine.

         11              CATHERINE ROCHELLE: 

         12                   My name is Catherine L. Rochelle, 1438 Bayou

         13              Blue Road, 70364.  I'm opposed to the issuance of

         14              this permit for these reasons:  There are many

         15              unanswered questions about how the applicant's

         16              discharge will be monitored.  Louisiana has a

         17              legacy of recycling dreams that have turned into

         18              nightmares.  Recyclers have started by taking

         19              something that needs recycling, provided workers

         20              with jobs, paid taxes to the parish and the state

         21              and possibly made a profit.  

         22                   Then the dreams have turned into nightmares. 

         23              The nightmares have names like Marine Shell,

         24              (inaudible).  These are real life reminders that

         25              the best of intentions often have unintended

<
                                                                       26

          1              consequences.  These are tragic reminders of the

          2              breakdown in this state's post-permit monitoring.  

          3                   Local and state government are obligated to

          4              protect the health, safety and welfare of its

          5              citizens.  Ask yourself tonight just how effective

          6              did, say, Mary and Terrebonne Parish protect these

          7              citizens.  Who will conduct its samplings?  The

          8              recording?  The reporting for this project?  

          9                   What assurances does the public have from
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         10              parish authorities that self-reporting will be done

         11              correctly?  If an independent lab is employed to

         12              track water and air discharges, who is going to pay

         13              for the testing?  If a company is allowed to hire

         14              an independent lab, just how independent is that

         15              lab?  Even in Louisiana, that might be declared "a

         16              conflict of interest."  Would not other companies

         17              in Terrebonne demand the same arrangement?

         18                   To protect its residents, shouldn't Terrebonne

         19              Parish conduct its own environmental monitor  -

         20              monitoring like it does for its water?  If  - if

         21              this app  - applicant's cleaned wastewater

         22              discharge is going to be so clean, then maybe the

         23              applicant should bottle it, perhaps recycle it for

         24              drinking water for its owners and employees and the

         25              rest of us.  The short answer here is deny this
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          1              permit.  Thank you very much.

          2              O.C. SMITH:

          3                   Thank you.  Mr. Rochelle.  And our next

          4              speaker, if you would be ready please, Terry

          5              Lirette.

          6              JOHN ROCHELLE:

          7                   Did you say "John Rochelle," or "Terry

          8              Lirette"?

          9              O.C. SMITH:

         10                   John Rochelle is our next speaker.  Terry

         11              Lirette is in the queue.

         12              JOHN ROCHELLE:
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         13                   Thank you very much for being here.  John

         14              Rochelle, 1438 Bayou Blue Road, Houma, 70364.  Keep

         15              our peaceful environment.  I'm going to tell you

         16              straight out, I am against this and I will always

         17              be against it and there are plenty of serious

         18              problems here concerning this application.  Let me

         19              remind all of the officials here, state officials,

         20              government officials, officials of the DEQ of the

         21              following:  The Louisiana Constitution provides for

         22              the protection of human health and the environment. 

         23                   Our Louisiana Constitution, Article IX,

         24              Section 1, adopted 1974, states, "The natural

         25              resources of the state, including air and water,

<
                                                                       28

          1              and the healthful scenic and historic and esthetic

          2              quality of the environment shall be protected,

          3              conserved and replenished insofar as possible and

          4              consistent with the health, safety and welfare of

          5              the people.  The legislature shall enact laws to

          6              implement this policy."  

          7                   Furthermore, in a landmark decision, Save

          8              Ourselves, Incorporated, versus the Louisiana

          9              Environmental Control Commission, now called the

         10              DEQ, Louisiana Supreme Court, 1984, the Louisiana

         11              Supreme Court ruled, in summary, the Natural

         12              Resources Article of 1974, the Louisiana

         13              Constitution imposes a duty of environmental

         14              protection on all state agencies and officials.  

         15                   Now, let me read that again just to in case
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         16              you didn't hear it.  "A duty of environmental

         17              protection on all state agencies and officials. 

         18              Establishes a standard of environmental protection

         19              and mandates the legislature to enact laws to

         20              implement fully this policy.  The constitutional

         21              standard requires the environmental protection

         22              insofar as possible and consistent with the health,

         23              safety and welfare of the people."  This is a rule

         24              of reasonableness which requires an agency or an

         25              official before granting approval upon this action
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          1              affecting the environment to determine that adverse

          2              environmental impact have been minimized or avoided

          3              as much as possible consistent with the public

          4              welfare.  Thus, the Constitution does not establish

          5              environmental protection as an exclusive goal, but

          6              requires a balancing process in which the

          7              environmental cost and benefits must be given full

          8              and careful consideration along with the economic,

          9              social and other factors.  

         10                   The constitutional statuary's theme implies

         11              several other important principles.  Since the DEQ,

         12              in effect, has been designated to act as a primary

         13              public trustee of natural resources and the

         14              environment in protecting them from pollution, it

         15              necessarily follows that the agency must act in

         16              diligence, fairness and faithfulness to protect

         17              this particular public interest.  

         18                   In conclusion, in  - in determining whether
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         19              the proposed project fully minimizes adverse

         20              environmental impact affects, the DEQ necessarily

         21              must consider what are alternative projects,

         22              alternative sights, or if mitigative measures would

         23              offer more protection for the environment.  Then

         24              the project, as proposed, without undoing,

         25              curtailing non-environmental benefits.  Thank you
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          1              for your time.  Thank you for holding the hearing. 

          2              I've have been  - I am opposed to it.  Deny this

          3              permit.  Here is your exhibit (handing document).

          4              CHRIS MAYEAUX:

          5                   Thank you, sir.

          6              O.C. SMITH:

          7                   We will accept your written comments as

          8              Exhibit 6.  

          9              TERRY LIRETTE:

         10                   My name is Terry Lirette.  I live at 179 Pecan

         11              Court, Bayou Blue Road, in Houma.

         12              AUDIENCE MEMBER:

         13                   Fix that speaker mic.

         14              O.C. SMITH:

         15                   All right, our next registered speaker is

         16              Terry Lirette.  Mr. Bergeron of Lecompte Drive,

         17              your next, if you would be ready.

         18              TERRY LIRETTE:

         19                   My name is Terry Lirette.  I live at 179 Pecan

         20              Court, Bayou Blue Road, in Houma.  I'm opposed to

         21              the issuance of this permit application because  -
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         22              for the following reasons:  The applicant has

         23              stated 80,000 gallons of treated oily  - oily

         24              wastewater including other kinds of treated

         25              wastewater will be discharged into the Munson Slip. 
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          1                   The DEQ public notice states, "As with any

          2              discharge, however, some changes in existing water

          3              quality may occur."  Sounds pretty innocent so far. 

          4              However, did you know that the Munson slip is

          5              approximately 3 miles from the drink  - drinking

          6              water draft for the City of Houma and part of

          7              Terrebonne Parish?  There are 13 schools and 10,000

          8              customers in the Houma water treatment plant

          9              service area arranging from the St. Gregory School

         10              as far north as Four Point and du Large.  

         11                   If you are in that area, you will get to drink

         12              from the applicant's treated oil wastewater if the

         13              DEQ approves the program.  Who is really watching

         14              after your safety?  If you said Terrebonne Parish,

         15              you failed the test.  Apparently, the Terrebonne

         16              Parish Planning and Zoning Department doesn't see a

         17              problem.  In a letter dated March 3rd, 2  - March

         18              3rd, 2004, the Department stated that it had

         19              determined that a hazardous waste or waste permit

         20              would not be necessary for this operation.  

         21                   It appears that the facility is recycling oil

         22              filters and is not a commercial disposal  -

         23              disposal facility.  I believe the owners think that

         24              they can make millions with this business and may
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         25              not have thought clearly of how this operation
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          1              would adversely affect the health and safety of the

          2              citizens of this  - citizens of this parish.  

          3                   When the local government overlooks and does

          4              not observe their own city ordinances and give a

          5              free pass to operate without proper permits and

          6              pollute our air and is now expected to do the same

          7              with dumping wastewater with a host of contaminants

          8              that is  - and this is inexcusable.  

          9                   The public elects public officials, they in

         10              turn appoint people who are qualified at carrying

         11              out the job at hand.  It is the responsibility of

         12              government and the citizens of this country to

         13              protect themselves against mistake after mistake

         14              that place the public in danger.  There are three

         15              things that make a business a success; a good

         16              business plan, seed money, and location, location,

         17              location.  Clearly the owners have money, but the

         18              business plan and the application is flawed and

         19              they do not have the location to carry it out.

         20                   We do not have enough water flow to move or

         21              dilute these toxic wastes like the Mississippi

         22              River has.  Saying that, I'm very concerned about

         23              the concentrations of these toxins over time.  Many

         24              plants, like these  - this one proposed, are

         25              located on  - and operate on the river.  Our bayous
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          1              only have rainwater and irrigation running off to

          2              feed itself.  Like Tiger Woods said in an

          3              interview, "You forgot to take into account the

          4              spin of the earth and the pull of the moonal 

          5                - moon on tidal flow."

          6                   DEQ and the citizens of this parish, do your

          7              duty and deny this application.  Thank you (handing

          8              documents).

          9              O.C. SMITH:

         10                   We will accept the written comments as Exhibit

         11              7.  Mr. Nolan Bergeron.  Our next speaker will be

         12              Mr. Thomas Tabor.  If you will be ready in the

         13              wings, please. 

         14              NOLAN BERGERON:

         15                   I want to thank everybody for showing up

         16              tonight.  My name is Nolan J. Bergeron.  I live at

         17              100 Lecompte Drive, Bourg, Louisiana 70343.  Now,

         18              I'm representing myself as a concerned citizen.  I

         19              am opposed to the issuance of this permit

         20              application because of the following reasons:  The

         21              drinking water intake at the Houma Water Treatment

         22              Plant has become more important to this parish in

         23              future years because of our rapid growth and the

         24              fact that our contract in the Lafourche freshwater

         25              district has only six years left before it expires. 

<

                                sic

          1              Unless something is worked out to renew this
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          2              contract, as told to me by high-ranking officials,

          3              that would mean that we will be extremely dependent

          4              on the Intracoastal Waterways.  

          5                   I have compared the water quality of the

          6              proposed treated wastewater discharge at Munson

          7              Slip and they are out of compliance with the

          8              national primary drinking regulations concerning

          9              water quality and the freshwater intake on the ICW

         10              to the Houma drinking water treatment plant.  

         11                   Included in this letter are the comparisons of

         12              the discharge permit criteria and the criteria of

         13              impact in the source water protected area, which is

         14              supposed to be protected by the DEQ and enforced to

         15              the letter of the law.  Accumulative values must be

         16              considered over a time span.  It is  - if this

         17              permit is issued, it will be a legal criminal act

         18              because DEQ knows that it  - this is a source water

         19              protection area and it is their job to protect it.  

         20                   It is the responsibility of DEQ to apply and

         21              protect the drinking water standards.  I'm also

         22              aware that DEQ does not issue permits for waste

         23              facilities until all local laws are complied with. 

         24              Terrebonne Parish has its own hazardous waste  -

         25              waste ordinances, and AAT has never been issued a
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          1              local permit for their facility.  

          2                   The plant department issued a letter on March

          3              3rd, 2004 from its direct  - from its director, Mr.

          4              Pat Gordon, stating  - stating that, "It appears
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          5              the facility is recycling oil filters and is not a

          6              commercial disposal facility."  The ordinance said

          7              in Section 11-51, definitions, that quote: 

          8              Commercial facility's main storage of a disposal

          9              facility which receives, stores or disposes of

         10              hazardous waste or waste for a fee or other

         11              considerations.  Evidently Mr. Gordon did not have

         12              the proper information sent to him to make this

         13              type of determination.  

         14                   These local laws were laws passed by our local

         15              government to protect the people in areas for these

         16              waste facilities.  The law allows operating within

         17              site placement criteria where they could not

         18              interfere with our living and working areas in

         19              order to protect the people, their home values and

         20              our sensitive and fragile areas.  

         21                   The law is both hazardous waste or waste

         22              ordinance and the solid waste ordinance has been in

         23              affect since 1982 and amended in the late '80s in

         24              order to strengthen the law to protect our people. 

         25              These laws are in effect at this very minute and
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          1              all local laws must be enforced before DEQ issues

          2              the wastewater discharge permit.  That is a

          3              statement found in DEQ's permitting regulations. 

          4              We have believed for some years that DEQ's EPA was

          5              guarding our air and water, but now there may be

          6              some doubt in our minds.  

          7                   I appeal to our governor and legislatures to
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          8              please review and adopt laws that will do what is

          9              intended and enforce them.  I am formally asking

         10              for a 60-day extension of the public commenting

         11              period.  We're having a hard time to find the

         12              documents.  It's almost impossible in some cases. 

         13              And the citizens of this parish should  - should be

         14              appointed more time.  

         15                   I'm asking that a public hearing be held on an

         16              air discharge permit application.  I'm also asking

         17              that a public hearing be held on a solid waste

         18              permit application.  Thank you very much for

         19              holding this public meet  - hearing and please

         20              comply with all laws set out to protect, first,

         21              people's lives and property and all our fragile

         22              fisheries and wetlands.  I have this with many

         23              attachments.  Thank y'all very much (handing

         24              documents).

         25              O.C. SMITH:
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          1                   We'll accept your written comments for the

          2              Record as Exhibit 8.  Mr. Thomas Tabor.  Our next

          3              speaker after Mr. Tabor will be Don Grissom.  If

          4              you will be ready please.

          5              THOMAS TABOR:

          6                   My name is Thomas Tabor.  I live at 8  - 8  -

          7              I live at 815 Liberty Street, and I am a lifelong

          8              resident of Terrebonne Parish and the City of

          9              Houma.  I worked as a healthcare provider for 30

         10              years in this community.  I want it noted on the
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         11              Record that I am absolutely opposed to this

         12              requested water discharge permit by American

         13              Advanced Technologies.  LDEQ policy sets up a

         14              regulated space called a surface water protection

         15              area within a 5-mile radius of a drinking water

         16              intake where potential sources of con  -

         17              contamination are prohibited.  

         18                   This recycling facility is approximately 3

         19              miles from our city's drinking water intake. 

         20              According to an interview, DEQ officials knew of

         21              the proximity of the water intake but didn't

         22              realize the canal flows north or upstream.  Todd

         23              Franklin (phonetic), a DEQ water permit writer

         24              said, "We just assumed it was downstream."  

         25                   This assumption is an error and it is
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          1              potentially hazardous for our community.  The facts

          2              are that the Houma Navigation Canal flows north or

          3              upstream 32 percent of the time or 118 days per

          4              year.  It is influenced by tidal conditions, river

          5              levels and weather conditions.  

          6                   Terrebonne Consolidated Waterworks District

          7              No. 1 which is responsible for our city's safe

          8              drinking water opposes this permit.  The permit

          9              application states discharge limits for affluent

         10              chara  - characteristics, several of which exceed

         11              the maximum contaminated levels allowed in drinking

         12              water by national standards.  

         13                   For example, arsenic, the DEQ daily maximum
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         14              allowable is 10 times the EPA drinking water

         15              standards.  Cadmium, DEQ daily maximum allowable is

         16              4.2 times the EPA drinking water standards. 

         17              Chromium, DEQ daily maximum is 1.5 times the EPA

         18              drinking water standards.  Total lead, DEQ daily

         19              maximum allowable is 7 and a quarter times the EPA

         20              drinking standards.  Nothing is mentioned about

         21              glycol, carbazol or barium.  

         22                   In your statement of basis, you  - they said

         23              they were going to regulate glycol according to

         24              their best professional judgment.  In a matter as

         25              vitally as important as the contamination of a
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          1              city's drinking water supply, there are too many

          2              inconsistencies and erroneous assumptions in this

          3              permit application.  Therefore, I am asking you to

          4              do the right thing and protect our drinking water

          5              supply and deny this permit application.  I dis  -

          6              I also dispute the fact that they are a non-

          7              hazardous facility if they put it in their

          8              application they were going to process TEG, cause

          9              glycol is a  - is a hazardous waste.  

         10                   I have some information here from our local

         11              chapter of the National Cancer Society.  This year

         12              about 5  - about over a half a million Americans

         13              are expected to die of cancer, more than 1500

         14              people a day.  Cancer is the second most common

         15              cause of death in the U.S., exceeded only by heart

         16              disease.  In the U.S., cancer accounts for one out
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         17              of every four deaths.  

         18                   According to the Na  - our Local Chapter,

         19              which is  - they sent out a periodical to me about

         20              the  - an article in the Terrebonne Parish Health

         21              Profile, "Nationally and statewide, malignant

         22              neoplasms, cancer, is the second leading cause of

         23              death.  A ranking that holds true for most

         24              parishes, with the exception of Concordia, Grant,

         25              Lafayette, Lincoln, St. Helena, Tensas, and
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          1              Terrebonne Parish, where cancer ranks first."  This

          2              was  - this was according to data from the National

          3              Cancer Institute and the state cancer profiles.

          4                   Thank you for  - for providing us with the

          5              opportunity to speak and do the right thing and

          6              deny this permit.  Thank you (handing document).

          7              O.C. SMITH:

          8                   We will accept your written comments as

          9              Exhibit 9.  Mr. Don Grissom is next.  After Mr.

         10              Grissom, Norman Simon.

         11              DON GRISSOM:

         12                   My name is Don Grissom.  I live at 4275 Bayou 

         13              Side Drive, Houma, Louisiana 70363.  I'm a

         14              concerned citizen, and I'm opposed to the issuance

         15              of this permit because of the following reasons: 

         16              DEQ has  - has a list of water bodies which they

         17              consider to be impaired because of various reasons. 

         18              They call this list the 303(d) list.  

         19                   I'm going to list the water bodies that are on
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         20              the 303(d) list in our area.  Again, these water

         21              bodies are impaired.  They do not meet the DEQ

         22              water quality standards.  Number one is the Houma

         23              Navigational Canal.  Two is the Intracoastal

         24              Waterway, Bayou Grand Caillou, Bayou Little

         25              Caillou, Bayou Terrebonne, Lake Boudreaux, Bayou
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          1              Chauvin, Bayou Pelton, Bayou du Large, the Company

          2              Canal, Lake Long, Bayou Pointe au Chien, Bayou

          3              Black, Bayou Penchant, Lake Penchant, Lake Theriot,

          4              Lake de Cade, Grand Bayou, Terrebonne Basin and

          5              coastal bays and Bayou la Carpe.  All of these

          6              areas are used for fishing, boating.  Some of them

          7              are used for swimming.  

          8                   Next, I'm going to talk about the total

          9              maximum daily  - daily load in the Houma

         10              Navigational Canal.  Total maximum daily load is  -

         11              DEQ terminology.  According to the U.S. geological

         12              survey for flow rates in a stream, the mean or

         13              average flow in the HNC  - now, this comes off of

         14              your geological survey for flow rates in a stream.  

         15                   The HNC's mean or average flow is 4,140 cubic

         16              feet per second.  This is a five-year average from

         17              March the 10th, '08.  DEQ, when they determine the

         18              total maximum daily load in a stream, they use the

         19              low flow  - flow rate.  Keep in mind, this is the

         20              mean or average flow rate.  On 3/10/08, the flow

         21              rate or the flow in the Houma Navigational Canal

         22              was 1,700 cubic feet per second.  
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         23                   On 3/3/08, it was a minus 9,000 cfs.  That

         24              means it was flowing north from the applicant's

         25              discharge to the City of Houma's water intake.  It

<
                                                                       42

          1              was probably flowing north because we had a strong

          2              south wind that day.  Again, it was a minus 9,000

          3              cfs flowing north.  According to local officials,

          4              the City of Houma's  - excuse me  - the City of

          5              Houma intake could be the intake for the entire

          6              parish  - parish once our contract with Bayou

          7              Lafourche Freshwater District expires.       

          8                   On DEQ's statement of basis, it states, quote: 

          9              The nearest drinking water intake is upstream from

         10              the discharge point, therefore, monitoring for tox

         11               - toxic substances will not be required for this

         12              permit, close quote.  The HNC is tidal.  It flows

         13              both north and south or it could stand still.  Due

         14              to our eroding marsh and coastland, it is

         15              increasingly flowing north when we get a south

         16              wind.  According to local officials  - water

         17              officials, the HNC, the Houma Navigational Canal

         18              flows north 32 percent of the time.  

         19                   The daily maximum discharge level listed on

         20              the DEQ statement of basis is misleading.  They

         21              list things like arsenic, mercury (phonetic),

         22              cadmium, chromium and so forth.  What is the

         23              accumulative affect of these heavy metals over a

         24              long period of time?  Say, 5, 10, 20 years? 

         25                   The continual discharge of these heavy metals
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          1              will result in increased contaminated levels, which

          2              will be many times greater than the daily maximum

          3              allowed to be discharged on the permit.  Let me

          4              restate that.  This is over a period of time, 5,

          5              10, 20 years of these heavy metals going in every

          6              day.  You're talking about 2,000  - average of

          7              2,000 barrels a day of bi-product.  

          8                   These heavy metals will fall to the bottom of

          9              Munson Slip, into the bottom of the Houma

         10              Navigational Canal and the adjoining slips.  When

         11              these heavy metals are disturbed by a large vessel,

         12              these metals could easily travel the approximate 3

         13              miles to the quarter intake.  According to a local

         14              water official, the  - the  - they do not have the

         15              ability to test for metals in drinking water.  It

         16              requires a heavily  - a highly trained

         17              professionals and expensive testing equipment.  

         18                   I was advised by a water official that the

         19              heavy metals will probably concentate   -

         20              concentrate within a few hundred yards of Munson

         21              Slip and through the immediate areas of the Houma

         22              Navigational Canal and the adjoining slips.  This

         23              will be a hotspot.  

         24                   I'd like to talk about estuaries.  What is the

         25              accumulative affect of these heavy metals on our

<
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          1              estuaries in and around the Houma Navigational

          2              Canal?  This applicant, according to the

          3              application, would discharge a bi-product of

          4              approximately 2,000 barrels a day.  Over a period

          5              of 10  - 5, 10, 20 years, what will be the results

          6              of these concentrated levels of heavy metal?  You

          7              cannot remove 100 percent of these metals.  

          8                   The continued applicant  - application of

          9              these metals will result in increasing contaminant

         10              levels.  Heavy metals will be prevalent on the

         11              bottom of the water bodies where they can be

         12              disturbed by vessels and suspended in the water

         13              column.  Many marine species are bottom feeders,

         14              such as shrimp, crab, red fish, drum, oysters and

         15              so forth.  These heavy metals will stay in the fu

         16               - food chain.  They will not dissipate.  They

         17              cannot be co  - cooked out.  Marine life does not

         18              stay in one place.  This could affect a large area

         19              of our estuary.  What affect will this have on our

         20              commercial shrimping and our commercial oysters? 

         21              Our commercial fishing industry? 

         22                   A large part of our economy is based on

         23              recreational fishing.  Look at the number of

         24              businesses and developments based on recreational

         25              fishing in Terrebonne Parish.  Do we want to take
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          1              that risk?  Again, the containment  - 

          2              O.C. SMITH:
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          3                   I need to ask you to wrap it up, please.  If

          4              you're going to go a bunch more, we can get you to

          5              come back after everybody else is finished.

          6              DON GRISSOM:

          7                   I got  - this  - this continual discharge will

          8              increase the con  - the contaminant levels in our

          9              marine life, wildlife and drinking water.  Thank

         10              you and please deny this permit.

         11              O.C. SMITH:

         12                   We accept your written comments as Exhibit 10. 

         13              Mr. Norman Simon.  Ms. Judith Landry will be after

         14              Mr. Simon.

         15              NORMAN SIMON:

         16                   My name is Norman Simon.  I'm a resident of 

         17              Terrebonne Parish and the City of Houma.  And I

         18              want to go on record as opposing the issuance of

         19              the permit that is this doing things with the

         20              water.  I think there's too many uncertainties

         21              involved.  There's no guarantee of what's in the

         22              water that they are going to process.  I mean there

         23              could be a lot of contaminants or tox  - toxic

         24              chemicals that  - that they won't even know about

         25              or his process may not even filter out of the
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          1              water.  So I think to have a good quality of life

          2              we need to have a good source of fresh water, and I

          3              don't think we ought to be dumping anything that

          4              will affect our water supply.  We already have a

          5              fragile water supply with the intrusion of
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          6              saltwater coming up through the channel, so I think

          7              we ought to protect our supply of water.  

          8                   So I want to go on the Record as  - as

          9              opposing the issuance of this permit.  Thank you.

         10              O.C. SMITH:

         11                   Thank you.  Judith Landry.  After Ms. Landry,

         12              Donald Landry.

         13              JUDITH LANDRY:

         14                   I'd like to thank you gentleman for holding

         15              this hearing this evening.  I would prefer that no

         16              one bring any waste into Terrebonne  - 

         17              O.C. SMITH:

         18                   Could you  - sorry.  Could you give your name

         19              and address for the Record, please?

         20              JUDITH LANDRY:

         21                   Oh, sorry.  I'm Judith Landry.  526 Duval

         22              Avenue, Houma, Louisiana 70364.  And I would prefer

         23              that no one bring any waste into Terrebonne Parish. 

         24              We generate plenty here.  If any company brings

         25              waste into Terrebonne, it would be their
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          1              responsibility that it not now or will not in the

          2              future harm any living thing in our parish.  The

          3              company itself and our federal, state and local

          4              governments must assure us that these products and

          5              processes are safe and will not harm us or future

          6              generations; my grandchildren.  

          7                   These thoughts apply to all, but especially

          8              now to the plan in Gibson and the scheme by ATT
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          9              , LLC, to treat waste and discharge water into

         10              the Munson Canal, and no telling what into the air. 

         11              Thank you.

         12              O.C. SMITH:

         13                   Thank you.  Donald Landry.  After Mr. Landry

         14              will be Marsha Williams.

         15              DONALD LANDRY:

         16                   My name is Donald Landry.  I live at 526 Duval 

         17              Avenue, Houma, Louisiana.  And I thank you

         18              gentlemen for giving us an opportunity to express

         19              our views, and I congratulate everyone who came out

         20              tonight to express their view whether it be for

         21              this project or against it.  It's nice to be able

         22              to do that.  God bless America on it.  

         23                   I'm against this proposal for many, many

         24              reasons.  First reason is, of course, the impact it

         25              would have on our drinking water supply, and the

<
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          1              other reason is the hurricane vulnerability.  As

          2              someone mentioned before, pretty hard to hurricane

          3              proof it.  And every year, they seem to be more

          4              probable.  And we have one and it spreads it all

          5              over.  It certainly could be what happened in

          6              Chalmette.  

          7                   I also have a question about running the

          8              essays on these batches, as they are called, by an

          9              independent lab person.  Someone addressed it

         10              earlier, but I  - I think it's significant.  You

         11              know, if I'm going to pay someone  - I'm sure
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         12              there's a list of  - of labs that are qualified to

         13              do the work, so the person who wants to have their

         14              stuff checked has an opportunity to choose anyone

         15              on that list.  They pay that and, to me, it seems a

         16              potential if not real conflict of interest.  

         17                   I also have some serious questions about the

         18              lack of the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated

         19              Government permit for waste.  And I do know your

         20              regulations require that you have  - that anybody

         21              before they can get a permit from you must have all

         22              the local permits.  I would like to see, and I have

         23              not been able to find yet, a copy of the

         24              environmental assessment statement.  I think it is

         25              required on this project.  I would like for y'all
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          1              to find where it is and make it available to the

          2              citizens.  There is a  - a quote in here, and you

          3              had it up on your  - on the sheet before.  And it

          4              says this:  During the preparation of this permit,

          5              it has been determined that the discharge will have

          6              no adverse impacts on the existing usage of the

          7              recycled water body.  As with any discharge,

          8              however, some change in existing water quality may

          9              occur.  I sure would like to know what that means. 

         10              I hope that y'all will try to further define that. 

         11              That seems nonsensical, okay?  

         12                   So  - I was the founder of the South Louisiana

         13              Environmental Counsel; a founder of the Coastal

         14              Barrier Islands Foundation; I was chairman of the
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         15              Terrebonne Parish Fisheries Advisory Committee,

         16              which was the first fishery agency; I was a two-

         17              term Terrebonne Parish police juror; I'm a director

         18              of the American Beach and Shore Preservation

         19              Association; I was chairman of the Terrebonne

         20              Parish Economic Counsel; I was a member of the

         21              Terrebonne Port Commission, and a member of the

         22              Terrebonne Democratic Central Committee.  I have a

         23              longstanding commitment and passion for this area. 

         24                   There are others in this room who have at

         25              least as much crit  - credentials as I and the same
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          1              longstanding commitment.  I know in the past,

          2              Louisiana DEQ was not  - did not have a sterling

          3              reputation on how to handle any business but mostly

          4              the environmental business.  And I know that from

          5              time to time, the people  - the rich people  - the

          6              people who have the money, have access to the

          7              people in Baton Rouge and they have access to the

          8              politicians and those politicians have access to

          9              those people that are appointed by the governor,

         10              those people who are in charge of you, and I know

         11              in the past that sometimes they seems to be maybe a

         12              little bias against the average citizens.

         13                   The reason I'm telling you of these

         14              credentials and these people is that we're going to

         15              apply the pressure from the bottom to go up so we

         16              will counteract any pressure that's coming from the

         17              top to you.  We intend to see that this parish is
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         18              going to be as good as it can be.  Thank you.

         19              O.C. SMITH:

         20                   Marsha Williams.  After Ms. Williams, Wilma

         21              Sybra.

         22              MARSHA WILLIAMS:

         23                   Marsh Williams, 9178 Park Avenue.  I would

         24              like to say that I cannot speak as eloquently as

         25              all of the people who have come before me, but when
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          1              this first started back in 2004, I was  - and I

          2              tried to follow it on  - because I am from the

          3              south and the parish.  I checked into the permit

          4              and it was not necessary for us to have an open

          5              hearing because it came in under the  - under the

          6              criteria and standards for just before hearing.  

          7                   So there was no public hearing when this

          8              recycling business was started.  I did drive out

          9              there to see  - to look into it, and at that time,

         10              there was  - there was no  - there was no sign, but

         11              they were going.  And I  - I questioned it.  It all

         12              seemed strange.  If you put a big business, why  -

         13              why wouldn't you have a sign?  There's probably a

         14              sign now.  

         15                   But what I would like to impress upon DEQ is

         16              that our history in Louisiana, the problems that we

         17              now have with the environment and also the fact

         18              that all the citizens who are speaking tonight are

         19              citizens who know this area, know what goes on in

         20              this area, they live and breathe, obviously, the
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         21              water, the fishing, the quality of our environment. 

         22              And the people who know best about what is best for

         23              the community are the people who live in it.  So I

         24              hope that those people, our  - our ordinary common

         25              citizens who are speaking here that you at DEQ will
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          1              pay attention to these citizens.  Thank you.

          2              O.C. SMITH:

          3                   Thank you.  Wilma Sybra.  After Ms. Sybra is

          4              Peter Rhodes.

          5              WILMA SYBRA:  

          6                   My name is Wilma Sybra.  I live at 106 Oaklawn 

          7              Drive, New Iberia, Louisiana.  I have two issues to

          8              address.  I have, one, the issues as they now stand

          9              in the application submitted by the company, and

         10              then I have the issues that revolve around Mr.

         11              Broussard's revelation when as the applicant he

         12              presented the information about removal of the TEQ

         13              from the permit application.  So I'll start first

         14              with the issues dealing with the application.  

         15                   American Advanced Technologies operates a used

         16              oil recycling facility.  The facility is operating

         17              without a DEQ wastewater and stormwater discharge

         18              permits as it operates today.  The facility as it

         19              operates today is also operating without a solid

         20              waste permit to process solid waste.  And the

         21              facility only has a DEQ minor source air permit

         22              that was issued in 2000 with a change of address in

         23              2003.  The AAT facility has applied for a storm
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         24              water discharge permit for the operating facility

         25              which encompasses 2.73 acres.  
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          1                   In addition, AAT has taken the opportunity to

          2              apply for a major expansion of the facility by

          3              including the adjacent 7 acres which consists of

          4              wastewater treatment plant to treat oily waste and

          5              discharge into Munson Slip, a new tank terminal

          6              which consists of either 12 or 17 new 400 barrel

          7              oily wastewater storage tanks and a new triethylene

          8              glycol, or TEG, dehydration storage and load our

          9              facility with 28 new 400 barrel TEG and or oily

         10              waste storage tanks.  A total of 45 plus new

         11              storage tanks have been proposed in the wastewater

         12              permit application as the major modification. 

         13                   The 7 acre site and the proposed units as well

         14              as the existing 2.73 acre facility that is

         15              currently operating are the subject of this hearing

         16              tonight.  I would like to request that the

         17              wastewater components on the adjacent 7 acres be

         18              considered in conjunction with the solid waste and

         19              the air permit applications.  And I will tell you

         20              why in just a few minutes.  Because the solid waste

         21              and air permit applications for the new expanded

         22              facility are still in the review process by DEQ and

         23              re-submittal processes are going on by AAT, and the

         24              applications for the air, solid waste processing

         25              water permits contain conflicting information on
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          1              the 7 acre site and this is critical.  

          2                   Those three applications for three separate

          3              permits contain conflicting information.  A

          4              separate process for the air, water and solid waste

          5              permits for the adjacent 7 acre trap should be held

          6              at the same time.  If not, the wastewater permit

          7              for the units on the 7 acre trap may be in conflict

          8              with the units processes and plans that are

          9              contained in the yet-to-be completed reviewed air

         10              and solid waste permit applications.  And another

         11              thing, AAT must not be allowed to begin

         12              construction and operation on the 7 acre site until

         13              all state and local permits have been issued. We

         14              don't want to continuation of operations without

         15              permits as we have now.  

         16                   The following are issues that resulted in the

         17              application by AAT being flawed and it  - and a

         18              permit denial is the appropriate decision.  The

         19              facility is currently operating without addressing

         20              the storm water runoff from the existing facility. 

         21              There are inconsistencies in the wastewater

         22              application concerning, one, the number of oily

         23              waste storage tanks.  Are they 12 or are they 17? 

         24              New oil storage tanks that aren't included in some

         25              of the applications.  The volume of water to be
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          1              treated and discharged, and the conflicting

          2              outfalls in the same application.  They diff  -

          3              different outfalls with different numbers.

          4                   Additional affluent limitations and monitoring

          5              requirements are necessary for outfalls 001, 002

          6              and 003.  Additional treatment of wastewater is

          7              necessary.  Additional information on the TEG

          8              dehydration process and handling of the processed

          9              wastewater is needed to be submitted, reviewed and

         10              included in the draft permit.  There is a need for

         11              information on the 8 new oil storage tanks which

         12              were not included in the wastewater application at

         13              all.  There is a need to prohibit marine vessel

         14              bilge water and marine vessel wash water from being

         15              received by the AAT facility due to the potential

         16              of bringing in invasive species which will impact

         17              the water body in surrounding areas.  And also

         18              based on the threat to the drinking water source

         19              water and the application should be denied and Mr.

         20              Tabor presented you information on that.

         21                   Currently, AAT is not addressing stormwater

         22              from the existing facility that is operating. 

         23              Currently, the AAT facility has stated that they

         24              are collecting the wastewater generated on site and

         25              transporting the wastewater to two offsite

<
                                                                       56

          1              locations for treatment and/or disposal.  But the

          2              non-processed area stormwater from the existing

          3              site is not being handled appropriately.  The
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          4              facility should be required to immediately contain

          5              and appropriately handle the stormwater from the

          6              non-processed area.  I have details on each one of

          7              these issues so that you can clearly understand

          8              what are the problems, and then  - you're getting

          9              ready to cut me off, so I will come back at the end

         10              and talk about what Mr. Broussard said in his

         11              presentation.  I have a copy of those comments with

         12              attachments.  I'll let the DEQ file to present for

         13              the Record.

         14              O.C. SMITH:

         15                   Do you want to present them now or do you want

         16              to present them after you come back?

         17              WILMA SYBRA:

         18                   I have a different set when I come back.

         19              O.C. SMITH:

         20                   Are you close to finishing?

         21              WILMA SYBRA:

         22                   Huh?

         23              O.C. SMITH:

         24                   Are you close to finishing?

         25              WILMA SYBRA:
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          1                   No.

          2              O.C. SMITH:

          3                   We have a lot of speakers.  Well, you'll  -

          4              you'll  - you'll get an opportunity.  Just  - we

          5              have ten more registered speakers and everybody

          6              wants to  - 
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          7              WILMA SYBRA:

          8                   Okay.

          9              O.C. SMITH:

         10                    - have their piece.  Mr. Rhodes.

         11              PETER RHODES:

         12                   Good evening.  My name is Peter Rhodes and my

         13              address is 42  - 

         14              O.C. SMITH:

         15                   (Inaudible.)  One second please.  Okay, Mr.

         16              Rhodes.  I apologize.  Please  - 

         17              PETER RHODES:

         18                   Thank you, sir.  My name is Peter Rhodes.  My

         19              address is 4251 Bayou Side Drive, Houma, Louisiana

         20              70363.  I'm a concerned resident of Terrebonne

         21              Parish, and I want to thank everyone for being

         22              concerned enough to come here tonight.

         23                   I'm opposed to the issuance of this permit

         24              application for the following reasons:  Terrebonne

         25              Parish Consolidated Waterworks District No. 1 is
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          1              opposed to issuance of the permit.  In its letter,

          2              the District has said, and I quote:  The facility

          3              at 2266 Denley Road, Houma, Terrebonne Parish,

          4              Louisiana is located within the surface water

          5              protection area as defined in the Houma water

          6              treatment plant service area source water

          7              assessment.  November 22nd, 2002, as prepared by the

          8              Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality,

          9              Office of Environmental Assessment, "The critical
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         10              area of the surface water protection area is

         11              defined as the upstream portion of the watershed

         12              within 5 miles of the intake.  2266 Denley Road is

         13              approximately 3 miles from the water treatment

         14              plant intake on the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway."

         15                   Article 13 in the statement of basis of the

         16              application for permit indicates that the discharge

         17              from the facility are downstream of any drinking

         18              water intakes.  I disagree with that statement. 

         19              The flow of water in the Houma Navigation Canal is

         20              influenced by tidal conditions, river levels and

         21              weather conditions.  Saltwater intrusion at the

         22              Houma water treatment plant intake is well

         23              documented since the construction of the Houma

         24              Navigation Canal.  When freshwater is flowing from

         25              the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway into the Houma

<
                                                                       59

          1              Navigation Canal, chloride concentration levels

          2              average 30 milligrams per liter.  

          3                   Considering the data in attached 1 and using

          4              chloride concentration levels greater than or equal

          5              to 60 milligrams per liter is an indication that

          6              water flow is from the Houma Navigation Canal into

          7              the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway.  The 2266 Denley

          8              Road discharges would be upstream of the water

          9              treatment plant intake an average of 118 days a

         10              year or 32 percent of the time as recorded in the

         11              past period of 1998 through 2007.  A complete copy

         12              of the letter is attached to my comments.  

Page 53



marchde
         13                   And ladies and gentlemen, the fact that this

         14              discharge is located within the surface water

         15              protection area should be reason enough to deny

         16              this permit.  I thank you gentlemen for having this

         17              hearing, and please deny this permit.  Thank you.  

         18              O.C. SMITH:

         19                   Thank you.  The next registered speaker is

         20              Courtney Alcock  - 

         21              PETER RHODES:

         22                   (Handing documents.)

         23              O.C. SMITH:

         24                    - oh, wait.  I'm sorry.  You have an exhibit. 

         25              We will receive it as Exhibit No. 12.  Our next
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          1              registered speaker is Courtney Alcock.  And after

          2              Ms. Alcock is Jerry Hutchinson.

          3              COURTNEY ALCOCK:

          4                   Courtney Alcock, parish attorney.  7833 Main

          5              Street, Houma, Louisiana.  These written comments

          6              are provided on behalf of Terrebonne Parish

          7              Consolidated Government and for public

          8              informational purposes.  This afternoon, I spoke

          9              with the director of Planning and Zoning who

         10              informed me that American Advanced Technologies has

         11              not submitted any additional permit applications to

         12              TPCG.  TPCG will not consider any permit until all

         13              state and federal approvals have been secured

         14              including any approvals necessary from the

         15              Department of Environmental Quality.  
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         16                   TPCG will procure the services of an

         17              independent third party environmental specialist to

         18              review any associated permit application and to

         19              review information regarding the proposed

         20              activities and discharges from the facility as

         21              provided to DEQ to determine if those discharges

         22              trigger the provisions of the Terrebonne Parish

         23              waste facility ordinance which includes hazardous

         24              waste or any other parish ordinance.

         25                   As always, TPCG intends to hold any permit
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          1              applicant to the letter of the law.  The parish

          2              president, Michelle Claude (phonetic), requests

          3              that DEQ enforce all applicable environmental

          4              regulations to the maximum extent provided by the

          5              law, and we are to safeguard the health and welfare

          6              of the citizens of Terrebonne Parish.  

          7                   Further, this administration requests that DEQ

          8              that all due consideration of the public's comments

          9              and concerns be given prior to making a

         10              determination regarding the issuance of the

         11              requested water discharge permit and that DEQ

         12              honors the prior request of TPCG for an extension

         13              of the comment period.

         14              O.C. SMITH:

         15                   We will accept your written statement as

         16              Exhibit 13.  Next speaker is Jerry Hutchinson. 

         17              After Mr. Hutchinson is Mr. Mike Broussard.

         18              JERRY HUTCHINSON: 
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         19                   My name is Jerry Hutchinson.  I live at 108 

         20              Sandalwood Drive, Gray, Louisiana.  Lifelong

         21              resident of Terrebonne Parish.  I just want to give

         22              a state  - straightforward statement here.  And I'm

         23              very strongly opposed to this permit.  I'm opposed

         24              to anything that's going to affect my family or any

         25              resident in this parish.  So I'm opposed to the
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          1              issuance of this permit application because  - for

          2              different reasons.  DEQ asked you  - what is wrong

          3              with this picture?  We are going to spend billions

          4              of dollars to build a massive hurricane levee to

          5              protect an area that is being legally polluted. 

          6              How much more incompetence and ignorance of our

          7              situation will Terrebonne residents have to endure? 

          8                   According to information provided in the Houma

          9              Courier, edition of March 10th, 2008, it appears

         10              that at DEQ permit writer wasn't aware of certain

         11              facts about the location of the discharge relative

         12              to the waterworks intake and the direction of water

         13              flow of the Houma Canal.  The Courier article

         14              stated at least one local coastal restoration

         15              advocate, Kerry St. Pe, director of the Barataria

         16              National Estuary Program said that DEQ should have

         17              known better.  St. Pe said, "They should have known

         18              it flows both ways.  He worked 23 years for the

         19              DEQ."  St. Pe said, "It does impact the water

         20              supply."  

         21                   The canal has a quite substan  - substantial
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         22              flow to the north during incoming tides as was

         23              mentioned earlier.  The source is the Sunday Houma

         24              Courier, March 10th, 2008.  Interesting title, "All

         25              recycler's expansions  - expansion rests in the
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          1              state's hands."  Let's see if I understand this

          2              boondocks.  Go spend a ton of money to prevent an

          3              area from being flooded from one direction, only to

          4              spend more money to allow it to be flooded with

          5              pollution from the other direction.  

          6                   DEQ, do your job.  Deny the permit.  Protect

          7              us.  Because Terrebonne Parish government and its

          8              Planning Department are asleep at the wheel. 

          9              Please extend the comment period another 60 days.

         10              O.C. SMITH:

         11                   Thank you.  We'll accept your written comments

         12              as Exhibit 14.  Our next speaker is  - the next

         13              speaker is Lucretia McBride.  After Ms. McBride is

         14              Doug Daigle, Senior.

         15              LUCRETIA MCBRIDE:

         16                   Excuse me.  What did you say?  Oh, I thought

         17              you were talking to me.  

         18              O.C. SMITH:

         19                   Lucretia McBride.

         20              LUCRETIA MCBRIDE:

         21                   Yes, thank you.  My name is Lucretia McBride. 

         22              I reside at 213 Eureka Drive, in Gray, Louisiana. 

         23              I'm possibly the only person here that lives the

         24              furthest away from the impact site other than some

Page 57



marchde
         25              of the scientists or specialists that came to
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          1              speak.  My concern is seven fold.  One, I support

          2              the Terrebonne Parish Waterworks District in their

          3              opposition to this permit.  As a registered voter,

          4              a landowner and a resident of this parish, I put a

          5              great deal of confidence in parish government and

          6              its subsidiaries to keep us safe.  

          7                   I'm concerned about several things here, sir. 

          8              One specifically is possibly the DEQ's failure to

          9              disclose information to the public in reference to

         10              this specific company and this specific permit. 

         11              It's  - it's my knowledge that one of the DEQ

         12              management has referenced a pilot program in

         13              reference to this permit.  Now, I, as a citizen,

         14              had no prior knowledge that this particular company

         15              was involved in a pilot program to discharge any

         16              substances anywhere without a permit.  So I would

         17              highly recommend and suggest that the DEQ, in your

         18              best interest and ours, to not move forward on this

         19              permit for 90 days so that you can effectively look

         20              into this situation and determine whether that has

         21              happened.  I don't have any information publicly. 

         22              It's not on the DEQ website.  It's not shared in

         23              the basis of  - of the  - the paperwork that this

         24              company put on the website, yet one of your

         25              management has referenced a pilot study. 
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          1                   I'm concerned that this company may have been

          2              releasing affluents into the waterway without a

          3              permit under the guise of a pilot program.  I would

          4              like to know did the DEQ initiate a pilot program

          5              and solicit this company to participate or did the

          6              company possibly come up with a pilot program?  I

          7              think this needs to be looked at.  I support all

          8              the other people here who oppose this permit, and I

          9              would hope that the DEQ would look at this

         10              seriously and consider it and not allow the permit

         11              to go through until further investigation.  Thank

         12              you. 

         13              O.C. SMITH:

         14                   Mr. Doug Daigle.  After Mr. Daigle is Melissa 

         15              Barras.

         16              DOUG DAIGLE:

         17                   Doug Daigle, Senior.  5235 Bayou Black Drive,

         18              Gibson.  I am opposed to the issuance of this

         19              permit application because of the concern by the

         20              Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Waterworks District

         21              No. 1 in a letter sent to LDEQ dated January the

         22              2nd, 2008.  Particularly troubling to me and

         23              hopefully everyone here is this statement:  The

         24              proposed discharges will be located within 3 miles

         25              of the intake and will be in conflict with DEQ's
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          1              Source Water Protection Program for drinking

          2              water."  
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          3                   I would like to read this letter in its

          4              entirety.  The letter reads as follows:  Dear Mr.

          5              Franklin, Consolidated Waterworks District No. 1 of

          6              Terrebonne Parish has recently become aware of an

          7              application of American Advanced Technology, LLC,

          8              for a discharge permit.  Consolidate Water District

          9              No. 1 disagrees with the item number 13 of the

         10              statement of basis which states that the nearest

         11              drinking water intake is located upstream from the

         12              discharge point, therefore monitoring for toxic

         13              substance will not be a requirement of this permit. 

         14                   The flow of water in the Houma Navigational

         15              Canal is influenced by tidal and weather conditions

         16              and at times flows north towards the intake of

         17              Consolidated Waterworks District No. 1, Houma Water

         18              Treatment Plant.  The proposed discharge will be

         19              located within 3 miles of the intake and would be

         20              in conflict with DEQ's Source Water Protection

         21              Program for drinking water.  Consolidated

         22              Waterworks District No. 1 requests that it be

         23              notified of any public hearing to be held and the

         24              changing in status in reference to this

         25              application.  Sincerely, Stephen Hornsby, General
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          1              Manager.

          2                   I also  - gets me the question whether the

          3              LDEQ is reviewing all permit applications

          4              thoroughly enough to protect the health, safety and

          5              welfare of the  - the public.  Please deny this
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          6              permit.  Thank you for holding this hearing.

          7              O.C. SMITH:

          8                   Melissa Barras.  After Ms. Bar  - 

          9              DOUG DAIGLE:

         10                   (Handing documents.)

         11              O.C. SMITH:

         12                    - oh, I'm sorry.  We have an exhibit.  We'll

         13              accept his written comments as Exhibit 15.  After

         14              Ms. Barras will be Doctor Budd  - Budd Clortich

         15              (phonetic).

         16              MELISSA BARRAS:

         17                   Hi, my name is Melissa Barras.  I live at 5211

         18              Bayou Side Drive, Gibson, Louisiana.  I am with

         19              keep all citizens safe.  I am opposed to this

         20              issuance of the permit application because of the

         21              following reason:  Marine vessel bilge water.  The

         22              facility has listed marine vessel bilge water as

         23              one of the waste stream they receive.  The

         24              potential for invasive  - invasive species in

         25              marine vessel bilge water to contaminate an
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          1              established population in the waters of the Houma

          2              Navigation Canal and surrounding waters  -

          3              waterways is extremely high.  

          4                   The waste stream should not be allowed to be

          5              handled by the facility.  Any location on the  - on

          6              the facility that has came in contact with the

          7              marine vessel bilge water should be required to

          8              decontaminate an investigation of the aquatic plant
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          9              and animals in the area of the storm water runoff

         10              from the existing facility must be performed to

         11              determine if stormwater runoff from the facility  -

         12              and I'd like to read a letter I sent  - that I

         13              wrote to Bobby Jindal.  

         14                   It says, "We the citizens of Terrebonne Parish

         15              are concerned by a company named American Advanced

         16              Technology, LLC, used oil recovery facility

         17              discharging oily wastewater in the Munson Slip and

         18              Houma Navigation Canal.  The nearest drinking water

         19              intake is located upstream from the discharge

         20              point, but this body of water is subject to tidal

         21              movement which flows both ways daily.  The purpose

         22               - discharge will located within 3 miles of the

         23              intake Consolidated Waterworks District No. 1 and

         24              would be in conflict with the DEQ's Source Water

         25              Protection Program for drinking water.  
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          1                   "The DEQ public permit request states that it

          2               - it  - it has been determined that if  - that

          3              this discharge will have no adverse impact on the

          4              existing uses of the receiving water body.  The

          5              next sentence reads, 'As with any discharge,

          6              however, some changes in existing water quality may

          7              occur.'  If changes in the existing water quality

          8              occur because of the discharge of this water waste

          9              product, then this should not be per  - permitted. 

         10              Not only is our drinking water at stake, but also

         11              the ecosystem of our marine life, the fundamental
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         12              part of our coastal industry."

         13                   And I'm asking you to deny this permit.  Thank

         14              you for holding this hearing (handing documents).

         15              O.C. SMITH:

         16                   Thank you.  We'll accept your written comments

         17              as Exhibit 16.  After Doctor  - 

         18              DR. BUDD CLORTICH:

         19                   Clortich.

         20              O.C. SMITH:

         21                    - Clortich  - 

         22              DR. BUDD CLORTICH:

         23                   Yes.

         24              O.C. SMITH:

         25              
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          1                    - is Gerd  - is it Gerd Bendick ?  Am I

          2              getting close?  You'll be after Doctor Clortich.

          3              DR. BUDD CLORTICH:

          4                   My name is Doctor Budd Clortich.  I live at

          5              700 Central Avenue, in Houma.  Again, I want to

          6              thank you for having this hearing.  I appreciate my

          7              fellow Terrebonne Parish citizens who are out here

          8              and how well informed and how well you are speaking

          9              tonight.  I don't intend on going over all the

         10              common sense and statistical information that

         11              you've already shared, but I am also against this

         12              and would ask that you would deny this permit.

         13                   I think we, as the residents of Terrebonne

         14              Parish, have been becoming known as a bedroom
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         15              community for areas such as New Orleans, a place

         16              where it's a good place to raise your family, where

         17              it's a healthy place to raise your family, your

         18              children and your grandchildren.  We're trying to

         19              become known for tourism, for hunting, for fishing,

         20              not as a hazardous waste facility area.  Imagine

         21              what that would do to our revenues in this parish

         22              if people who want to go hunting and fishing begin

         23              to view us as a place for hazardous  - hazardous

         24              waste refuse.  You know, as short as 50 years ago,

         25              we thought  - we didn't even know what adverse
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          1              affects would have or impacts are and as short as

          2              three days ago we're finding out now that

          3              pharmaceuticals that people are flushing down their

          4              commodes are affecting our environment.  

          5                   You know, so the acceptable standards we have

          6              today are really just a guess from the last 50

          7              years.  We don't know if those standards are truly

          8              acceptable or not acceptable.  And I just

          9              personally don't think it's worth the risk to my

         10              children and my grandchildren to say that those

         11              standards are well enough known yet that we can

         12              accept them.  So I  - I  - I don't feel like this

         13              is something that we should allow, and in addition,

         14              what's to say that in a short time a more

         15              profitable part of this facility or  - or something

         16              else will be more profitable to bring in more waste
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         17              from the outside area.  So I  - I really would like

         18              if you would consider to reject this application.  

         19                   I  - I don't believe that Terrebonne Parish

         20              wants to be known as a hazardous waste dump or

         21              place where hazardous waste is dumped.  And I do

         22              believe that we can if we look at the present

         23              standards that we have, I just don't know how well

         24              we can see those as inscribed in stone as to be

         25              safe for our community when we're finding out as
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          1              short as a week ago that pharmaceuticals now are  -

          2              can possibly harm our environment just from what

          3              people are flushing down their sinks and toilets.  

          4                   Thank you very much.  And, again, I appreciate

          5              everybody from coming out.    

          6              O.C. SMITH:

          7                   The next speaker is Gerd  - I'm  - I'm having 

          8              trouble with the name.  Benda?  And after Mr. Benda

          9              is Dennis Kelley.   

         10              GERD BENDA:

         11                   My name is Gerd Benda.  118 Fahey Street,

         12              Houma.  I wanted to appear at this to oppose the

         13              granting of the permit.  I appreciate that you are

         14              holding this meeting, but I feel that it is bizarre

         15              to consider polluting drinking water in Terrebonne

         16              Parish in this day and age when everybody else is

         17              trying to clean up drinking water.  And so I

         18              oppose.  I agree with the things that have been

         19              said in opposition.  I thank my fellow citizens for
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         20              expressing this, and I thank you for holding the

         21              meeting.

         22              O.C. SMITH:

         23                   Dennis Kelley.  Dennis Kelley.  After Mr.

         24              Kelley is Dwayne Stringer.  

         25              DENNIS KELLEY:
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          1                   Hello, my name is Dennis Kelley.  I live at

          2              235 Wright Avenue, here right in Houma.  I'm a

          3              registered professional engineer in the State of

          4              Oklahoma and in the State of Louisiana, and I

          5              practice throughout the United States most of the

          6              time in environmental engineering  - well, now

          7              called environmental engineering.  And I'll date

          8              myself.  I started out in sanitary engineering back

          9              about 40-some years ago.

         10                   About four or five months ago, I was asked by

         11              the owners of this facility to develop a

         12              preliminary plan for a site.  And I was also asked

         13              to look at developing a preliminary plan for

         14              treating an oily based contaminated water and to

         15              meet certain standards that you people have put

         16              out.  And I looked at the standards and I made two

         17              assumptions:  Number one, it is the responsibility

         18              of the DEQ to accept these standards based on

         19              federal and state guidelines and to determine that

         20              these standards  - in other words, if you meet

         21              these standards, you're not going to perform or

         22              create a problem with whether it be a drinking
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         23              water supply or the general quality of the water in

         24              that area.  I can assure you that within the

         25              treatment protocols that we anticipate to use here,
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          1              we will meet those standards and we will exceed

          2              those stand  - standards.  

          3                   The other issue that I would like to bring up

          4              is that for close to 30-some years I've been in the

          5               - working for various major oil companies as a

          6              consultant, and we have resisted  - I have resisted

          7              the disposal  - the illegal disposal and improper

          8              disposal of oily contaminated waste specifically in

          9              landfills.  And this particular facility removes

         10              the oil before they end up on the landfill or our

         11              recycle.  And so I stand in  - admittedly a

         12              consultant to these people, but to assure you that

         13              we will meet these standards.  And the batch

         14              process gives you a second assurance that nothing

         15              will be disposed of or discharge  - discharged

         16              unless it meets those standards.  Thank you very

         17              much for your time.

         18              O.C. SMITH:

         19                   Dwayne Stringer.  After Mr. Stringer is Troy

         20               - Troy Vois  - Voison.

         21              DWAYNE STRINGER:

         22                   Thank you, gentlemen.  What I'm concerned

         23              about, I'm a family man.  I have grandchildren. 

         24              For me, it's probably too late cause I've been

         25              exposed to asb  - asbestos in a work environment I
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          1              was in on a previous job.  What I'm trying to do is

          2              prevent my child  - my grandchildren from suffering

          3              the same things that the DEQ or the government did

          4              at the time when I was working.

          5                   I'm  - I'm opposed to this because of what it

          6              might cause.  We don't think about the dissolved

          7              chemicals that's  - like they said about the  -

          8              about the pharmaceuticals showing up.  The

          9              dissolved stuff in the water will come back and

         10              haunt you.  Not now.  You might not see it in 10

         11              years, 30 years, but later on it's going to show

         12              up.  It's going to start off with whatever amount

         13              of quantities they are able to dump, but like the

         14              other gentleman said, "What else is it going to

         15              bring in?"  Stuff from out of state is going to

         16              start showing up just like we had that problem with

         17              the barge floating around in the Gulf of Mexico

         18              trying to dump garbage off in Louisiana.  I'm

         19              opposed to it.  I would like  - really like to see

         20              the people of this parish come out and give our

         21              elected officials and vo  - voice their opinion,

         22              really.  That's what the people of this parish need

         23              to do.  Thank you.

         24              O.C. SMITH:

         25                   Troy Voison.
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          1              TROY VOISON:

          2                   My name is Troy Voison.  I'm from 104 Evest

          3              Street, Dulac, Louisiana 70353.  I was raised in

          4              the Louisiana seafood industry.  I used to buy

          5              oysters, crabs and shrimp in the Dulac area.  I'm

          6              going to stay neutral on this because I am 44 years

          7              old, going to be 44  - 45 in October, and I've been

          8              questioning this my whole entire life.  And I'm

          9              glad y'all are having this meeting tonight, because

         10              at var  - various different meetings that I have

         11              been to, I've asked questions.  One's about the

         12              Mississippi River.  I'm not against freshwater

         13              diversion, but I am fresh polluted water being

         14              diverted on us.  Whether you need the water  - from

         15              where it comes from  - thank y'all.  I want to  -

         16              (handing document).

         17               O.C. SMITH:

         18                   We'll accept your written comments as Exhibit

         19              17.  Is  - is there anyone else who would like to

         20              come forward and speak that hasn't registered to

         21              speak?

         22              (At this time, an audience member came forward.)

         23              O.C. SMITH:

         24                   Give us your name and your  - your address for

         25              the Record please.
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          1              ADAM BILLIOT:

          2                   My name is Adam Billiot.  I'm a resident at

          3              7364 Shrimpers Row down in Dulac.
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          4              O.C. SMITH:

          5                   Just for the  - the  - our court reporter,

          6              could you spell your name please?

          7              ADAM BILLIOT:

          8                   B-i-l-l-i-o-t, Billiot.       

          9              O.C. SMITH:

         10                   Okay, go ahead.

         11              ADAM BILLIOT:

         12                   I just found out about this meeting late this

         13              afternoon.  And right off the start go, I'm opposed

         14              for it, cause Terrebonne Parish estuary, we have

         15              enough pollution without adding anything else.  A

         16              few years ago when Tropical Storm Isidore came

         17              around, down in the bayou we had a smell.  We

         18              called our parish officials, Board of Health, any

         19              and everybody that we could think of, news media,

         20              Houma Courier, Board of Health.  

         21                   So after two weeks, a compadre of mine, we got

         22              together and we had the water sample and for the

         23              wild  - for the wildlife to survive, whatever the

         24               - the legal level it was way beyond.  So we passed

         25              a petition.  We came up to our  - our officials. 
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          1              We brought the petition.  We brought the  - the  -

          2              the results from the lab and we stood over here, at

          3              this podium, and testified that we seen the crabs

          4              wanting to jump out the  - the water  - climb out

          5              the water just like they was in a  - a pot of

          6              boiling water.  They was crawling on the bank.  The
Page 70



marchde

          7              fish was swimming sideways.  

          8                   Now this is all something that the people from

          9              this area liv  - they living with.  So all I can

         10              say is  - I didn't bring my documents with me, but

         11              what I'm speaking to you, I have it at the house. 

         12              But when I found out about this meeting, it was too

         13              late.  But I promise you that I can give it to you. 

         14              And I'm opposed to anything that would add any

         15              pollution in this area because we have enough. 

         16              Thank you.  

         17              O.C. SMITH:

         18                   Do we have any other unregistered speakers?

         19              (At this time, an audience member raised their

         20              hand.)

         21              O.C. SMITH:

         22                   I see a hand in the back.  Did you want to

         23              come forward, sir?  Just give us your  - your name

         24              and address for the Record.

         25              W.J. RHODES:

<
                                                                       79

          1                   Thank you, my name is W.J. Rhodes.  I live at

          2              500 Collins Street, in Houma.  And I just want to

          3              make two observations in the event this thing goes

          4              through.  In a  - in for the oily project, we had

          5              an engineer who just spoke.  And I believe what he

          6              meant was beyond a reasonable doubt  - beyond a

          7              reasonable doubt that there would be no affluents

          8              from this factory, or whatever it is, no problems

          9              whatsoever.  So if you're that firm in your
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         10              convictions, you should be able to have a company

         11               - require a company to have set up  - in the event

         12              something happens, set up a bond of 5, 10 million

         13              dollars to take care of whatever happens, because

         14              fresh water is an important thing in this. 

         15                   I belong  - I now serve in the Downtown

         16              Development Board and we're going to build a

         17              boardwalk on Bayou Terrebonne, so we got thinking,

         18              "Why would we spend 10 million dollars to look at

         19              black water that never flows?"  So they left it up

         20              to me to develop a scheme to get water flowing in

         21              the bayou.  And I started a situation and came up

         22              with the idea that we could  - at the waterworks

         23              plant near St. Bridget, we could come up with a

         24              canal which they're al  - they're already receiving

         25              water.  The reason I'm making this statement
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          1              because these people in this audience should get

          2              behind the Terrebonne Parish government and think

          3              seriously about water.  

          4                   Here we have a bayou that could  - full of

          5              water  - freshwater from the river.  There's been

          6              all kinds of things used by the  - the river  -

          7              pollution in the river.  Well, that's  - that's

          8              relative.  The Mississippi River was polluted in

          9              1717 when the great herds of buffalo on the plains,

         10              water flowing down there and right into the river,

         11              so tit's relative.  But what I'm talking about is

         12              instead of a big expensive thing, what we could do
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         13              is extend the canal from the Waterworks District

         14              building where they  - they purify 24 million

         15              gallons a day and we  - and  - and by getting

         16              ourselves attached to Lafourche freshwater district

         17              which would have to hold an election and the people

         18              here would have to  - we would need four

         19              representatives and you'd have to  - have  - have

         20              an election to pay for this.  

         21                   When you can think in reasonable terms as a

         22              region and if  - if we  - if we built this canal

         23              from the Waterworks District and it would flow in

         24               - there's a weir in  - in Thibodaux, you could

         25              establish another weir a mile back on our intake
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          1              that brings fresh water into Houma.  It's a sim  -

          2              it's not a simplicity in itself, but it's a simple

          3              task cause they  - they in  - in  - in the mood

          4              right now they're going to introduce that they can

          5              go well a thousand cubic feet a day more water into

          6              the bayou.  

          7                   There's a lot of politics involved and a lot

          8              of  - you know, and in this part of the country, we

          9              tend to be too local and what's happening down the

         10              street.  And it's not a good thing.  But at any

         11              rate, if you had these two weirs and you raise  -

         12              artificially raise the bayou 1 foot, by gravity

         13              flow, it would come down the plant and this canal

         14              would connect to the Bayou Terrebonne.  And this

         15              affluent that  - that this place over here, they
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         16              want to 80,000 gallons a day into the  - into the

         17              canal which is close to 30 million gallons  - over

         18              30 million gallons into the stream. 

         19                   And so what I'm saying is if we could  - and

         20              their business goes through  - politics is a funny

         21              thing sometimes.  They go ahead and they do it. 

         22              That's  - that's Louisiana.  They do it and they  -

         23              they just squeeze by some kind of way.  Anyway, if

         24              this bayou flows into the Intracoastal here, where

         25              we're just a mile down, we could establish a fresh
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          1              water flow to do fresh water by their plant. 

          2              Because we don't know two  - two years down the

          3              road, they might want this plant over here to

          4              increase to 10 millions gallons a day and you could

          5              do it.  Hurricanes will come in and go, and  - but

          6              you would always have this thing flowing 365 days a

          7              year with fresh water.   And it will push water

          8              down the canal.  And the tides, saltwater have been 

          9              in freshwater.  It would come up, but within a few

         10              days even after a hurricane, fresh water flow will

         11              keep going.  

         12                   Now, the Waterworks District, I heard,

         13              somewhere down the line that they're looking to run

         14              a pipeline from West Lake Verrett or something like

         15              that.  And then you could imagine if they even

         16              attempt this, the (inaudible) is going to buy all

         17              the property.  You got to do the job so you're 30

         18              years into it.  Now, another thing  - another point
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         19              I'd like to make is that some  - sometime ago we

         20              had a scheme to flow water from the Intracoastal

         21              Canal down the Navigation Canal and make the canal

         22              Lake Boudreaux.  Now, can you imagine spending 55

         23              million dollars  - 

         24              O.C. SMITH:

         25                   Can you try to wrap it up please?
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          1              W.J. RHODES:

          2                   Times up?  Thank you.  

          3              O.C. SMITH:

          4                   Would anyone else like to have  - would anyone 

          5              else like to have the opportunity to speak?

          6              (At this time, an audience member came forward.)

          7              O.C. SMITH:

          8                   Give us your name and address for the Record,

          9              please.

         10              SYBIL GUIDRY:

         11                   Sybil Guidry, 118 Mike Street, Houma,

         12              Louisiana.  And I'm a lifelong resident of the

         13              parish.  I would just like to say that I'm opposed

         14              to any environmental problems that we may have as a

         15              result of this.  I'm  - I'm concerned about the

         16              evasive species that may enter our waterways.  And

         17              I've heard tonight on the one hand, the DEQ or  -

         18              or  - uh, papers from the DEQ stating that they

         19              will not grant a permit unless the company meets

         20              the requirements of the area, the parish, and the

         21              parish is saying that they will not grant a permit
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         22              unless the company meets the requirements of the

         23              DEQ.  So I want to know who's  - you know, who  -

         24              who's got to approve this first?  Thank you.

         25              O.C. SMITH:
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          1                   Sir, you raised your hand.  Did you want to

          2              come and speak again, please?

          3              JOHN ROCHELLE:

          4                   Yes.

          5              O.C. SMITH:

          6                   Go ahead and give your name and address for

          7              the Record.

          8              JOHN ROCHELLE:

          9                   John Rochelle, 1438 Bayou Blue Road, Houma,

         10              70364.  Keep our peaceful environment.  I want to

         11              thank everyone for attending here tonight.  There's

         12              a lot of very solid information that has been

         13              presented here.  I think it's apparent that a lot

         14              of the citizenry that have attended have been well

         15              prepared and they do not want this thing.    

         16                   I would like to spend a moment or two and

         17              direct my attention to our parish government.  I

         18              would urge them to exercise an abundance of caution

         19              and revisit the parish ordinances concerning

         20              hazardous waste, waste and solid waste.  They

         21              should do this very soon, carefully.  The Planning

         22              Department has something that  - it needs to

         23              consider these things and apply the ordinances that

         24              have been on the law books since the 1980s.  
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         25                   Why did the government not look at these
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          1              things much more carefully?  Thank you.

          2              O.C. SMITH:

          3                   We have another hand in the audience.    

          4              (At this time, an audience member came forward.)

          5              LUCILLE BARRILLEAUX (phonetic):       

          6                   My name is Lucille Barrilleaux.  I live at 402

          7              Oak Alley, in Houma.  I just jotted down a few

          8              notes that I'd like to share with you.  I question

          9              the validity of this company's good intentions. 

         10              The initial building permit must have been flawed. 

         11              My family owns property adjacent to these tanks. 

         12              They encroach footage wise on our lots.  

         13                   My gravely ill husband protested this

         14              construction when it began.  The week of his death,

         15              which was February the 4th, '07, we were asked to

         16              sign waivers.  We declined and made contact with

         17              someone from the DEQ for added information.  We

         18              were assured that the company was operating in

         19              compliance with regulations.  We did no further

         20              complaints.  My daughter has all the records of who

         21              she spoke to.  She was unable to be here tonight.

         22              O.C. SMITH:

         23                   Thank you.  Ms. Sybra, you want to come and

         24              continue your comments?

         25              WILMA SYBRA:
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          1                   My name is Wilma Sybra, 106 Oaklawn Drive, New

          2              Iberia, Louisiana, and I'm continuing.  I want to

          3              thank you for your patience, but as you see here

          4              behind me, this issue is very important to the

          5              people of this parish, so please bear with us for

          6              just a few more minutes.  Two hours is a long time

          7              for you to sit there, but two hours is not that

          8              much for the people to express their issues.  

          9                   When Mr. Mike Broussard started off presenting

         10              the information from the applicant as part of this

         11              public hearing, he made the statement, "Remove TEG

         12              from this permit."  As late as March the 6th, and

         13              today is March the 11th, this is what Mr. Broussard

         14              said in a document:  AAT intends to accept the

         15              permit with TEG included and may consider entering

         16              into the TEG recycling market in the future if

         17              market conditions change.  

         18                   The first part, "AAT intends to accept the

         19              permit with TEG."  Here tonight, Mr. Broussard

         20              said, "Remove the TEG from this permit."  The air

         21              application submitted by AAT was submitted December

         22              18th, 2006.  The DEQ asked for additional

         23              information and March the 7th, the day after Mr.

         24              Broussard said, "Keep it in there," a revised air

         25              application was submitted.  I was out of town all
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          1              day today, but as of yesterday, it still was not on
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          2              the DEQ EDMS system, so we don't know what it says.

          3                   The solid waste application was first

          4              submitted June 15, 2007.  A notice of deficiency

          5              was sent to the company and they received an

          6              extension for responding and that new or revised

          7              application is due by the end of March and it will

          8              be after the end of this comment period as you have

          9              it established now.  The water application was

         10              August 2 7  - 2007 and that's the subject of the

         11              hearing here tonight.  All of these three

         12              applications considered information, storage,

         13              dehydration and load out of TEG.  

         14                   DEQ should reject the application for both the

         15              water, the air and the solid waste as a result of

         16              Mr. Broussard's statement and require these three

         17              applications to be resubmitted.  As a presciendent,

         18              in Terrebonne Parish, Plains Marketing applied for

         19              a minor air permit and a DEQ public hearing was

         20              held October 18, 2007.  In the testimony from

         21              Planes Marketing, Mr. Richard Anderson, manager of

         22              air programs for Plains Marketing, at the October

         23              18, 2007 hearing stated, "Some changes to the

         24              project.  Some of the information that you have is

         25              not up to date.  Some confusion about the number of
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          1              tanks that are proposed to be built.  The permit

          2              application that was submitted did represent four

          3              large crude oil storage tanks.  At the time, that

          4              was considered to be the best estimate of  -
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          5              without this project would entail.  This has been a

          6              very fluid evolving situation with this project. 

          7              We are now just going to build one tank.  Our

          8              current and final plan is to build one tank and one

          9              tank only for the project."

         10                   Following that hearing on November 8th, 2007,

         11              Cheryl Nolan (phonetic), of DEQ, notified the

         12              company that a revised permit application was

         13              required because of the change in the scope of the

         14              application.  And they were given 30 days to submit

         15              a new application, and that's why I'm saying the

         16              three applications should be denied and requested

         17              to be resubmitted without the TEG, if that's what

         18              Mr. Broussard wants.  So that was November 8th.  

         19                   November 13th of 2007, CK associates on behalf

         20              of Plains Marketing submitted a revised air permit

         21              application and it only had one external floating

         22              roof storage tank of the storage of crude oil. 

         23              January 31st, 2008  - 

         24              O.C. SMITH:

         25                   Ms. Sybra, let me ask a question.  Are we
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          1              talking about the current permit application or are

          2              we talking about another facility? 

          3              WILMA SYBRA:

          4                   Say again.

          5              O.C. SMITH:

          6                   Are  - are you  - are you giving us

          7              information about the current permit applicant or
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          8              another facility?

          9              WILMA SYBRA:

         10                   I'm giving you information on the presciendent

         11              setting that a facility at the  - 

         12              O.C. SMITH:

         13                   Okay, we're taking information on this

         14              facility.

         15              WILMA SYBRA:

         16                   I beg your pardon.

         17              O.C. SMITH:

         18                   We're taking information on this facility.

         19              WILMA SYBRA:

         20                   Say that again.

         21              O.C. SMITH:

         22                   We're taking information on American Advanced

         23              Technologies water permit.  Do you have comments on

         24              American Advanced Technologies water permit?

         25              WILMA SYBRA:
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          1                   I have comments on how it relates to AAT and

          2              what Mr. Broussard said here tonight.

          3              O.C. SMITH:

          4                   Okay, well  - 

          5              WILMA SYBRA:

          6                   That they  - they  - they  - 

          7              O.C. SMITH:

          8                    - you're giving us a lot of information about

          9              another facility and I'm trying to figure out how

         10              we're connecting them.
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         11              WILMA SYBRA:

         12                   Well, I'm  - I'm establishing the presciendent

         13              that you should deny all three applications and

         14              have them resubmit with the correct information

         15              because this is what you required  - DEQ required

         16              of Plains Marketing at the end of last year here in

         17              Terrebonne Parish.  And also that even though they

         18              have acquired a minor air permit, that there be a

         19              hearing held on all three applications at the same

         20              time.  And I will submit the documents that

         21              document that.

         22              O.C. SMITH:

         23                   You can continue.

         24              WILMA SYBRA:

         25                   Thank you (handing documents).  It is critical
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          1              to the people sitting here in the audience.

          2              O.C. SMITH:

          3                   We're going to receive that exhibit as Exhibit

          4              No. 18 in conjunction with your comments.

          5              WILMA SYBRA:

          6                   It is critical to the people here in the

          7              audience to know that the process will move forward

          8              appropriately.  DEQ continues to review these

          9              comments and the application for the water permit

         10              and not have a  - a valid application on file,

         11              because Mr. Broussard said they didn't want the TEG

         12              anymore.  So the people deserve nothing less. 

         13              Thank you.

Page 82



marchde
         14              O.C. SMITH:

         15                   Would anyone else like to  - would anyone else

         16              like to speak?  

         17              (At this time, an audience member came forward.)

         18              O.C. SMITH:

         19                   Give us your  - 

         20              NOLAN BERGERON:

         21                   My  - 

         22              O.C. SMITH:

         23                    - name and address for the Record.

         24              NOLAN BERGERON:

         25                   My name is Nolan Bergeron.  I live at 100
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          1              Lecompte Drive, Bourg, Louisiana 70343.  Now, Mr.

          2              Broussard is  - is talking right now about the

          3              moving of triethylene glycol process on his

          4              application.  So therefore, that changes the

          5              application just a bit.  So in change of that

          6              application, I would assume that DEQ's going to ask

          7              for a new application and it should be required.  

          8                   So, you know, there's already some problems

          9              about the air  - air quality discharge permit.  I

         10              mean they  - they're operating on a minor permit

         11              and all of a sudden the Department of Environmental

         12              Quality  - Air Quality is asking for Title 5  - 5

         13              requirements.  And why was this?  Because EPA,

         14              prior to 2006, said according to  - to their

         15              regulations that this type of incinerator needs a

         16              type  - a Title 4  - 5, air and discharge permit.  
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         17                   Now, why wasn't that invoked in 2006?  But it

         18              was promulgated and adopted by EPA.  DEQ became  -

         19              this was mandated to DEQ to actually adopt this on

         20              these particular incinerators.  But all of a

         21              sudden, they had  - they had a group of enforcement

         22              that went out there and looked at their site, and

         23              then all of a sudden, DEQ is now asking for  - for

         24              some new information in order to issue a Title 5,

         25              air discharge permit.  So  - 
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          1              O.C. SMITH:

          2                   Mr. Bergeron, I  - I want to straight.  We're

          3              talking about a water discharge permit tonight.

          4              NOLAN BERGERON:

          5                   I understand.  I  - I was just showing a

          6              little inadequacy.  And there's many of them with

          7              the  - with the water discharge permit.  And  - and

          8               - and we asking that a new application be required

          9              on the water permit because some changes have been

         10              done.  Some major changes, in this case.  Thank

         11              you.  

         12              DONALD LANDRY:

         13                   Thank you for your patience.  Thank for you-

         14              all's patience.  Donald Landry, 536 Duval, Houma,

         15              Louisiana.  My question, sir  - and I know we're

         16              not supposed to ask questions.  But the gentleman

         17              who stood up before us and  - and asked y'all to

         18              pull the TEG from the permit  - my question is one

         19              of legality and procedure  - does that, him saying
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         20              that at this hearing, actually remove it from that? 

         21              Is he authorized to do that?  Is it actually now

         22              taken out?  Will not be considered?  Is this  - is

         23              this water discharge permit is  - was advertised

         24              and all, now null and void?  

         25                   To what affect did him  - his coming up here
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          1              and making that statement have upon the whole

          2              issue?  I'm not  - I know you don't want to answer. 

          3              And I  - and I  - I understand, but do you

          4              understand my point?  My point is:  Is it actually

          5              changed because the man came up here and said that

          6              he wanted to pull that from it or does it take a

          7              letter from his company on his company head that he

          8              is duly authorized to do it, and he, in fact,

          9              request that it be removed?  I don't want people to

         10              go home thinking that because he stood up here and

         11              said he was going to do it, that it's done.  That's

         12              all.  So is it, in fact, removed?  And I'm not  -

         13              if you want to answer, I'll be glad to hear it. 

         14              But I don't  - but I know it's not that simple.   

         15              O.C. SMITH:

         16                   Would anyone else like the opportunity to

         17              speak?

         18              (At this time, an audience member came forward.)

         19              TROY VOISON:

         20                   My name is Troy Voison.  I live at 104 Evest 

         21              Street, Dulac, Louisiana 70343.  See, that's my

         22              point.  Right there.  You know, if y'all confused,
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         23              what you think the general public is going to be? 

         24              With all the different various meetings that I have

         25              been to and I asked questions at these  - these
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          1              different various meetings.  You know, when you go

          2              to an expert and you ask them a question and they

          3              can't seem to answer it, they don't want to answer

          4              it, whatever the case is, to me, they are not an

          5              expert.  And, you see, there is a solution to every

          6              one of these problems.  And my point is:  If y'all

          7              confused, what you think the general public is

          8              going to be?  Thank you.

          9              O.C. SMITH:

         10                   Have another comment?

         11              (At this time, an audience member came forward.)

         12              THOMAS TABOR:

         13                   My name is Thomas Tabor.  I  - I reside at 815 

         14              Liberty Street.  On a technical point from the  -

         15              during the application of the  - application for

         16              permit by AAT, for their outfall 001 which is their

         17              wastewater treatment plant, it states, "Treated

         18              oily wastewater from various used oil shipments

         19              including, but not limited to, oil filters,

         20              absorbent pads, spin-engine maintenance fluids,

         21              vessel bilge waters, et cetera."  My question is  -

         22              my question is  - and I know you can't answer this

         23              question.  It says, "But not limited to," so in  -

         24              in my observation, that means unlimited.  So that's

         25              very vague and unclear.  So I'd just like to make
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          1              that point.  Thank you.

          2              (At this time, an audience member came forward.)

          3              DONALD LANDRY:

          4                   I promise this is the last time.  Anybody

          5              else?

          6              O.C. SMITH:

          7                   They had somebody that raised their hand

          8              before you.  If you'd like to come back up again.

          9              LUCRETIA MCBRIDE:

         10                   I really apprec  - appreciate you guys being

         11               - Lucretia McBride, 213 Eureka Drive, Gray,

         12              Louisiana 70359.  Thank you.  I appreciate you

         13              taking your time and being patient and willing to

         14              listen to all of these comments.  I really think it

         15              would be in the best interest of the Terrebonne

         16              Parish community, the company involved and the DEQ

         17              to suspend this permit, time line indefinitely

         18              until you can get all of this information with your

         19              teams together and review it and reconstruct the

         20              permitting process that you have with this company

         21              and fare it out the little problems, the little

         22              glitches and the little inconsistencies before you

         23              make a decision.  I think that's what would really

         24              be best for all persons involved.  Thank you. 

         25              DONALD LANDRY:
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          1                   Thank you, and you'll get to go home pretty

          2              soon.  Donald Landry, 526 Duval, Houma, Louisiana. 

          3              I had underlined something that Mr. Tabor just

          4              said.  And I haven't perused that many documents

          5              and stuff, but I do not think I have ever seen in a

          6              definition or explanation of things that were going

          7              to be handled to three little letters "e-t-c".  

          8                   Could you  - I would like for y'all to explain

          9              to somebody what the "e-t-c" is.  He is describing

         10              the things that he is going to handle.  He

         11              enumerates them.  He puts a comma, then he puts "e-

         12              t-c."  "E-t-c" means, et cetera, et cetera, et

         13              cetera, et cetera, et cetera.  I don't know if it's

         14              a limiting factor there, but it doesn't seem like

         15              there should be any document that is asking

         16              permission to discharge things into a populated

         17              area.  The "e-t-c."  Thank you.

         18              AUDIENCE MEMBER:

         19                   Good.

         20              O.C. SMITH:

         21                   The gentleman in back.

         22              (At this time, an audience member came forward.)

         23              CYRUS THERIOT:

         24                   Would you like me to speak?

         25              O.C. SMITH:
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          1                   Give us your name and address  - 

          2              CYRUS THERIOT:

          3                   My name is Cyrus Theriot.  I represent Harry
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          4              Bourg Corporation, in Dulac.  I'm a manager of a

          5              large acres of property, mostly marshlands.  And we

          6              will be impacted by the pollutants in the water

          7              because the Houma Navigational Canal, the water

          8              comes through our estuaries where we have

          9              commercial shrimping, crabbing.  We have  - harvest

         10              alligators.  We have, in the wintertime, the

         11              habitat for ducks and also sports fisherman.  

         12                   And the water of the Houma Navigational Canal

         13              goes both ways.  And  - and the pollutants from the

         14               - from the discharge of the waste facility in the

         15              Ho  - out of Houma impacts our property now.  But I

         16               - I'm  - we're against this  - this permit.  I

         17              can't understand the batch discharge into the water

         18              system direct, and why couldn't it go to the  - the

         19               - the city waste discharge and it  - it be

         20              monitored by a professional before it gets into the

         21               - the  - the Houma Navigational Canal?  And I

         22              never hear anybody talk about that.  And I  - it's

         23              an option.  Maybe they  - the political leaders

         24              need to look at that, some protection of the people

         25              in Terrebonne Parish.  And we will submit in
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          1              writing some of our  - our reasons why we oppose

          2              it.  Besides that, thank you.

          3              O.C. SMITH:

          4                   Does anyone else like the opportunity to

          5              speak?

          6              (At this time, an audience member came forward.)
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          7              THOMAS TABOR:

          8                   One more time.  My name is Thomas Tabor.  I

          9              live at 815 Liberty Street.  On your first page of

         10              your public notice for your wa  - to your water

         11              discharge  - discharge permit, it  - it states,

         12              "During the preparation of this permit, it has been

         13              determined that this discharge will have no adverse

         14              impact on the existing use of the receiving water

         15              body."  My  - my question is:  "During the

         16              preparation of this permit, it has been

         17              determined," was that determined before y'all made

         18              the erroneous assumption that the water only flows

         19              one way downstream?  That's my question.  Because,

         20              if so, then we need to deny this permit and start

         21              from scratch.  Thank you.

         22              O.C. SMITH:

         23                   Any  - anyone else would like to come forward?

         24              ADAM BILLIOT:

         25                   One more  - one  - one more time.  Go ahead.  
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          1              Go ahead.  Go ahead.

          2              O.C. SMITH:

          3                   He beat you on the draw.

          4              ADAM BILLIOT:

          5                   That's okay.

          6              O.C. SMITH:

          7                   Well, y'all are both sitting down.

          8              NOLAND BERGERON:

          9                   Go ahead.
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         10              ADAM BILLIOT:

         11                   Go ahead.

         12              O.C. SMITH:

         13                   Adam Billiot.  Let me just say that everybody

         14              will get a chance.  If you  - if you want to keep

         15              speaking, we're going to keep sitting here.

         16              ADAM BILLIOT:

         17                   All right.

         18              O.C. SMITH:

         19                   As long as you're on topic.

         20              ADAM BILLIOT:

         21                   All right.  Adam Billiot, 7364 Shrimpers Row,

         22              Dulac.  A while ago when I came, I made it kind of

         23              short.  But when I came with our complaint with the

         24               - it was the air quality.  I hear them talking

         25              about an air permit.  When we had the air  - that
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          1              stink, the water was so bad.  Like I said the  -

          2              the  - the crabs wanted to crawl in the bank and

          3              the fish swimming sideways and we  - we got some

          4              kind of paper from DEQ saying because it didn't

          5              have less than an amount of people living in so

          6              many square miles that the state had the

          7              authorization to pump that stink  - not to pump,

          8              but we had  - the state had the authorization not

          9              to do any thing because they didn't have the right

         10              amount of people  - number of people living within

         11              so many square miles.  So it doesn't matter if you

         12              have 400 people living in a community or if you
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         13              have 200,000 people living in the community.

         14                   I heard the gentleman talking about the

         15              constitution and the laws to protect the people for

         16              our health and our environment, and I think  - I'm

         17               - I'm a find  - I  - I'm going to get that paper

         18              cause I read it, and I'm  - I'm going to mail it

         19              back to y'all, and I think somebody needs to

         20              rewrite the legislation or rewrite something. 

         21              Because that was the answer that we had got that

         22              they had  - the state had the right because  - we

         23               - we couldn't get no help.  That  - that  - that

         24               - that  - that  - that's all I can tell you, and

         25               - and I didn't come with my gun loaded because it
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          1               - it  - it  - it  - it was a short  - short

          2              notice.  But I promise you, I have all the

          3              documents that I'm speaking about.

          4              NOLAN BERGERON:

          5                   I want to thank all the people for their

          6              patience.  And I want to thank the hearing officers

          7              for their patience also.

          8              O.C. SMITH:

          9                   Give us your name and address for the Record.

         10              NOLAN BERGERON:

         11                   Nolan  - Nolan Bergeron, 100 Lecompte Drive,

         12              70343, Bourg, Louisiana.  Since the drinking water

         13               - I read in one of the documents, it said that

         14              since the drinking water is upstream rather than

         15              downstream, there would be no toxic monitoring. 
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         16              Now that we've proven that it is  - that is  - that

         17              it is upstream, you know, the great  - a great

         18              amount of time, will toxins be monitored?  And if

         19              not, why?  I mean, if you don't monitor for toxins,

         20              you certainly never going to find them.  

         21                   So we'll never know whether there's toxins in

         22              there or not unless you monitor for them.  And  -

         23              and  - and that water will be passing by the intake

         24              of that water plant.  So things have got to be

         25              changed in that  - in that view.  So I ask y'all to
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          1              reconsider that and please monitor for toxins being

          2              discharged at that site.  

          3                   There's a possibility there would be an

          4              accident.  We don't know totally what they  -

          5              they're going to be processing.  We know they are

          6              going bring  - be bringing millions of gallons of

          7              oily waste, filters, booms and  - and all types of

          8              oil debris.  And we're very concerned, and not only

          9              that, but the emissions from the stack from the  -

         10              from the air discharge, you know, where is that

         11              going to go should it get a bad load?  I mean, is

         12              it going to end up in our wetlands or is it going

         13              to end up in somebody's bedroom?  You know, we're

         14              very concerned about that.  

         15                   We want that to be monitored.  We want that to

         16              be totally monitored at all time to protect this

         17              area and the people of this parish, if they get a

         18              permit.  So I'd like that included in the Record. 
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         19              Thank you.

         20              O.C. SMITH:

         21                   Any other comments?

         22              (At this time, an audience member came forward.)

         23              O.C. SMITH:

         24                   The lady.  This  - this  - this lady.

         25              SHARON GAUTHE:
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          1                   Sharon Gauthe with BISCO, 1922 Bayou Road,

          2              Thibodaux, Louisiana.  I'm just really confused

          3              about something.  And that is, that if the ruling

          4              is that no facility can be within 5 miles of the

          5              water intake and this has been proven to be within

          6              3 miles and the water does go upstream, then why

          7              are we even here, because it violates that?  So I

          8              say that there is no reason for this to even it

          9              being addressed.  It violates it, and I request

         10              that that be in the statements.  Thank you.

         11              (At this time, an audience member came forward.)

         12              TROY VOISON:

         13                   My name is Troy Voison.  I'm from 104 Evest

         14              Street, Dulac, Louisiana.  As far as the  - the air

         15              quality, God has a way of cleaning it every 24

         16              hours whether it's fog, dew, rain, whatever, and

         17              everything in the air, goes into your water.  

         18                   I think that's what I'm  - you know, if y'all

         19              confused, what you think the general public's going

         20              to be?  And I've been asking these questions

         21              forever.  So somebody got to have answers.  So
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         22              who's going to answer the questions.  And I know

         23              that y'all not answering no questions tonight, but

         24              somebody's got to answer them.  They got  - they

         25              got to have a higher power that can answer these
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          1              questions.  With all the biologists, chemists,

          2              scientist and all this type of stuff they got,

          3              somebody got to have an answer.

          4              O.C. SMITH:    

          5                   Thank you.

          6              (At this time, an audience member came forward.)

          7              PATRICIA WHITNEY:

          8                   My name is Patty (phonetic) Whitney.  I'm 1206

          9              Cardinal Drive, Thibodaux, Louisiana.  I was the

         10              first one to speak tonight and maybe I'll be the

         11              last.

         12              AUDIENCE MEMBER:

         13                   Don't count on it.

         14              PATRICIA WHITNEY:

         15                   Maybe not.  What I have to say is probably

         16              more for these guys than you guys, but I am just so

         17              proud of the residents of Terrebonne Parish because

         18              for too long our communities in Southern Louisiana

         19              have suffered because we have not been involved in

         20              the process of protecting ourselves.  And you guys

         21              have shown you're smart, you're savvy, you're

         22              educated  - 

         23              O.C. SMITH:

         24                   Ma'am.
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         25              PATRICIA WHITNEY:
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          1                    - and I'm really proud  - yes?

          2              O.C. SMITH:

          3                   Tie it into the  - tie into the facility or

          4              cut it off.

          5              PATRICIA WHITNEY:

          6                   Okay, I'm proud that the  - the community is

          7              taking an interest in the water permitting process

          8              because the permitting process is important to

          9              controlling unbridled growth that destroys our

         10              environment.  Thank you.

         11              O.C. SMITH:

         12                   Any other comments on the facility permit?

         13              (At this time, an audience member came forward.)

         14              MELISSA BARRAS:

         15                   Yes.  Hi, I'm Melissa Barras.  I live at 5211

         16              Bayou Black Drive, Gibson, Louisiana.  I need to

         17              know, how is the company operating without a DEQ

         18              wastewater and storm water discharge permit and

         19              without a solid waste processing permit?  I want

         20              you to put these questions before the secretary of

         21              DEQ tomorrow, have the senate  - have the secretary

         22              of DEQ call the governor tomorrow about all that,

         23              cause how are they operating without the other

         24              permits?  All they're operating with is just a

         25              minor water permit?
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          1              AUDIENCE MEMBER:

          2                   Minor air.

          3              MELISSA BARRAS:

          4                   Minor air permit?  I mean, if they're

          5              discharging water, don't you think they need a

          6              water permit and waste permit and different permits

          7              like that?  I mean how are they operating like

          8              that?  That's what most of the citizens want to

          9              know.  And, if you can, please put these questions

         10              before the secretary of DEQ tomorrow and let him

         11              get with the governor.  Thank you.

         12              O.C. SMITH:

         13                   Any more comments?

         14              THOMAS TABOR:

         15                   One last.

         16              O.C. SMITH:

         17                   Is anybody out there that hasn't made a

         18              comment.  I don't want to  - to cut you off, but if

         19              there's anybody that's in there that wants to make

         20              a comment that haven't, I want to get to the folks

         21              that haven't spoken before I let you go again. 

         22              Anybody?

         23              THOMAS TABOR:

         24                   This is my last time.  

         25              O.C. SMITH:
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          1                   Okay, go ahead.
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          2              THOMAS TABOR:

          3                   Okay, in the beginning, AAT presented

          4              themselves as a non-hazardous dis  - disposal

          5              facility.  They  - they get paid to take the waste

          6              in, they turn around and make money selling their

          7              product as bulk oil.  Hazardous and non-hazardous

          8              waste disposal is big  - is big money.  

          9                   I have a suggestion for Mr. Mike Broussard. 

         10              Instead of trying to make the citizens of the  -

         11              the city bear the burden and dumping it into our

         12              waterways, why don't you be so gracious as to  - to

         13               - to pay and hull your discharge away out of our

         14              parish.  That's the simple solution and the right

         15              solution.

         16              O.C. SMITH:

         17                   Any other comments?

         18              (At this time, there was no response from the

         19              audience.)

         20              O.C. SMITH:

         21                   Are we sure?

         22              (At this time, there was no response from the

         23              audience.)

         24              O.C. SMITH:

         25                   I would like to remind you, the comment period
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          1              on the draft water discharge permit ends at 12:30

          2              p.m. on Thursday, March, 20th, 2008.

          3                   You can say that that means that you can send

          4              in written comments until that time to our
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          5              department.  Anybody that hasn't brought anything

          6              tonight or if you'd like to supplement what you've

          7              already brought, you  - you have until 12:30 p.m.,

          8              Thursday, March 20th, 2008.  

          9                   We have received a total of 18 exhibits during

         10              the hearing regarding this draft water discharge

         11              permit.  If there are no other comments, I would

         12              like to thank you for your attention and

         13              participation in this public hearing.  

         14                   Let the Record reflect the time is now 8:27

         15              p.m.  This hearing is closed.     

         16              (The hearing was concluded at 8:27 p.m.)

         17   

         18   

         19   

         20   

         21   

         22   

         23   

         24   

         25   

<
                                                                      110

          1                 R E P O R T E R ' S  P A G E

          2                   I, Denise M. Naquin, Certified Court Reporter,

          3              in and for the State of Louisiana, the officer, as

          4              defined in Rule 28 of the Federal Rules of Civil

          5              Procedure and/or Article 1434 (b) of the Louisiana

          6              Code of Civil Procedure, before whom this sworn

          7              testimony was taken, do hereby state on the Record:
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          8                   That due to the interaction in the spontaneous

          9              discourse of this proceeding, dashes 

         10              (--) have been used to indicate pauses, changes in

         11              thought, and/or talkovers; that same is the proper

         12              method for a Court Reporter's transcription of

         13              proceeding, and that the dashes (--) do not

         14              indicate that words or phrases have been left out

         15              of this transcript;

         16                   That any words and/or names which could not be

         17              verified through reference material have been

         18              denoted with the phrase "(spelled phonetically)."

         19              

         20                             

         21              

         22                                                              

         23                                       Denise M. Naquin, CCR

         24                                       Certified Court Reporter 

         25                                       Louisiana License #25019
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          1              

          2   C E R T I F I C A T E

          3              
                              I, Denise M. Naquin, Certified Court Reporter, 
          4              
                         in and for the State of Louisiana, as the officer 
          5              
                         before whom this meeting was taken, do hereby certify 
          6              
                         that the above and foregoing pages are a true and 
          7              
                         correct transcription of the voice-writing method of 
          8              
                         the proceedings herein, reported by me at the time and
          9              
                         place hereinabove stated and thereafter, was prepared
         10              
                         and transcribed by me or under my personal direction
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         11              
                         and supervision, and is a true and correct transcript
         12              
                         to the best of my ability and understanding.
         13                                  

         14              
                                                  _______________________
         15                                       Denise M. Naquin, CCR
                                                  Certified Court Reporter
         16                                       Louisiana License #25019

         17   

         18   

         19   

         20   

         21   

         22   

         23   

         24   

         25   

<
                                                                      112

          1              

          2              

          3   

          4   

          5   

          6   

          7   

          8   

          9   

         10   

         11   

         12   

         13   
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         14   

         15   

         16   

         17   

         18   

         19   

         20   

         21   

         22   

         23   

         24   

         25   

<
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