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FACT SHEET

As required by LAC 33:1X.3111 for major LPDES dischargers, for draft
Louisiana Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit No. LAG300000
to discharge to waters of the State of Louisiana as per LAC 33:IX.Chapter
31 )

GENERAL PERMIT NO. LAG300000
Al 116224 .
PER20090001

DISCHARGES THAT RESULT FROM -
DEWATERING OF PETROLEUM STORAGE TANKS, TANK BEDS
. NEW TANKS AND EXCAVATIONS

FACT SHEET FOR THE DRAFT LOUISIANA POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION
SYSTEM (LPDES) PERMIT FOR DISCHARGES RESULTING FROM THE DEWATERING
OF PETROLEUM STORAGE TANKS, UNDERGROUND PETROLEUM STORAGE TANK
BEDS OR CAVITIES, BALLAST WATER USED IN THE INSTALLATION OF NEW
TANKS, AND EXCAVATIONS RELATED TO THE SURFACE CLEANUP OF SPILLS OR
LEAKS RESULTING FROM THE HANDLING OF PETROLEUM

Permit No. LAG300600

Issuing Office: State of Louisiana
Department of Environmental Quality
Office of Environmental Services
Water Permits Division

Prepared By: Linda Gauthier _

(LAC 33:1X.3111.B.7) Municipal and General Permits Section
Water Permits Division
(225) 219-0801

Permit Action: Reissuance of a Genera! Permit for Discharges Resulting
from the Dewatering of Petroleum Storage Tanks, Tank
Beds, New Tanks and Excavations

Date Prepared February 1, 2009

1. ISSUANCE OF A GENERAL PERMIT (LAC 33:1X.2515)

T
system authorized under the Louisiana Environmental Quality Act (La. R.S. 30:2001, et
seq.), is responsible for ensuring that certain sources of wastewaters and storm water are
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identified, receive adequate treatment, and are disposed of in accordance with applicable
state regulations. In accordance with the “Memorandum of Agreement”.between the State
of Louisiana and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and LAC 33:1X.2301, et seq.,
the Department has the authority to administer the LPDES General Permits Program.

Under the authority of Section 402 of the Clean Water Act, 40 CFR 123.24, and LAC
33:1X.2515.A.2.b, a general permit can be used to cover a category of point sources other

than storm water point sources, or a category of treatment works treating domestic
sewage, if the sources or treatment works treating domestic sewage all:

1. involve the same or substantially similar types of opérations;
2. discharge the same types of wastes or engage in the same types of sludge use or
disposal practices; ‘ _
3. require the same effluent limitation or operating conditions, or standards for sewage
- sludge use or disposal;
4, require the same or similar monitoring; and
5. in the opinion of the state administrative authority, are more appropriately controlled

under a general permlt than.under individual permits.

The general permit will authorize only discharges identified in Section B of the permit which
typically are short-term discharges of low volume flows. , This permit shall not apply to:

1.
2.

facilities implementing a groundwater remediation project;

facilities which discharge substances that are not addressed by pollution
prevention plan requirements or would not be adequately regulated by the
effluent limitations of this permit;

discharges that are mixed with other, non-covered discharge types unless
those other discharges are in compliance with ancther LPDES permit;

discharges of wastewaters which have limits assigned to them in the

" Louisiana Water Quality Management Plan or by an approved Waste Load

Allocation which are different from the limits contained in this permit;

discharges which are likely to have unauthorized adverse effects upon
threatened or endangered species, or on the critical habitat for these species
as determined:by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service;

discharges which adversely affect properties listed or eligible for Ilstlng in the
National Register of Historic Places, unless they are in compliance with
requirements of the National Historic Preservation Act and any necessary
activities to avoid or. minimize impacts have been coordinated with the
LOU|S|ana State H|stor|c Preservatlon OfF icer (for quest:ons the operator

Development, P. O. Box 44247, Baton Rouae LA 70804-4247 or telephone

(225) 342-8170.)
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7. discharges of wastewater detefmined by this Office to present an
environmental risk or potential risk of discharging pollutants other than is
intended to be regulated by this permit;

8. proposed discharges directly into a waterbody designated as an outstanding
natural resource water, as defined in LAC 33:I1X.1123.Table 3, except in
accordance with LAC 33:1X.1119.C 4; and

9. discharges from operations classed as new sources or new discharges if the
discharge will cause or contribute to the violation of water quality standards
not addressed by the terms, conditions and schedules of this general permit
(LAC 33:1X.2317.A.9).

At the discretion of this Office, coverage under this general permit may not be available to

discharges:

1. discharges from facilities not in compliance with a previously issued
individual or general wastewater discharge permit;

2. discharges from facilities which have prevnously been in violation of state
‘water quality regulations;

3. discharges from facilities which are located in an environmentally sensitive
area,

4 discharges into water bodies designated by the State— pursuant to Section
303(d) of the Clean Water Act; .

5. discharges into waters that are likely to contain threatened or endangered
species; or

B. discharges from facilities which owe any outstanding fees or fines to the
Department.

The Department may deny coverage under this permit and require submittal of an
application for an individual LPDES permit based on a review of the NOI or other
information. This Office reserves the right to issue such facilities an individual LPDES
permit with more appropriate limitations and conditions.

The state administrative authority may require any discharger authorized by a general
permit to apply for and obtain an individual LPDES permit. Any interested person may
petition the state administrative authority to require an individual permitin accordance with
LAC 33:1X.2515.B.3.a.i~vii. NOIs for all facilities requesting coverage under this general
permit will be posted to LDEQ's public internet site. Likewise, all facilities authorized to
dlscharge under thls general permlt WI|| be posted on LDEQ's public mternet site. Cases

i. the discharger or treatment works treating domestic sewage is not in
compliance with the conditions of the general LPDES permit;
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Vi

vii.

a change has occurred in the availability of demonstrated technology or
practices for the control or abatement of pollutants applicable to the point
source or treatment works treating domestic sewage;

effluent limitation guidelines are promulgated for point sources covered by
the general LPDES permit;

a water quality management plan containing requirements applicable to
such point sources is approved,;

circumstances have changed since the time of the request to be covered
so that the discharger is no longer appropriately controlled under the
general permit, or either a temporary or permanent reduction or elimination
of the authorized discharge is necessary;

standards for sewage sludge use or disposal have been promulgated for
the sludge use and disposal practice covered by the general LPDES
permit; or

the discharge(s) is a significant contributor of pollutants. In making this
determination, the state administrative authority may consider the following
factors:

(a) the location of the discharge with respect to waters of the state;

(b) the size of the discharge;

{¢) the quantity and nature of the pollutants discharged to waters of the
state; and

(d) other relevant factors (such as, but not limited to, critical flow and
harmonic mean flow determinations, environmental considerations,
site operational data, designated uses, water quality characteristics

- and other applicable water quality and regulatory requirements).

The facilities covered under this general permit would be assigned identical effluent
limitations and requirements if covered under an individual LPDES discharge permit based
on facility type and size. Given the large number of sites in Louisiana that might dewater
petroleum storage tanks, tank beds, new tanks and excavations, LDEQ considers this
general permit the most effective means by which to implement and enforce Louisiana's
Water Quality Regulations efficiently, consistently and practically.

il COVERED ACTIVITY (LAC 33:1X.3111 B.1 2)

This LPDES permit is being reissued and will replace the LPDES General Permit
LAG300000 for Discharges Resulting From Dewatering of Petroleum Storage Tanks, Tank
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The proposed permit shall cover discharges resulting from the dewatering of petroleum
storage tanks, underground petroleum tank beds or cavities, ballast water used in the
installation of new tanks, and excavations related to the surface cleanup of spills or leaks
resulting from the handling of petroleum. Facilities eligible for coverage include, but are not
limited to, gas stations, convenience stores, truck stops, vehicle maintenance and storage
facilities, facilities at which new storage tanks are being installed, and facilities which are
upgrading, repairing, and/or testing petroleum storage tanks.

Those facilities operating a source or conducting an activity that result in a discharge into
waters of the .state may obtain permit coverage for discharges from multiple locations
throughout the state (statewide coverage), or for discharges from a single focation (site-
specific coverage). Statewide coverage of facilities streamlines the permitting process for
those activities that are eligible for coverage. If this Office deems it in the best interest of
the environment and water quality, a site-specific discharge permit may be required for any
given facility.

Unless notified otherwise by the Secretary or his designee, owners/operators are
authorized to discharge wastewater and/or storm water under the terms and conditions of
the permit upon the receipt of a hand-delivered, correctly conipleted DPST-G NOI by the
Office of Environmental Services, Water Permits Division or 48 hours after the postmark
date on the envelope that contains the correctly completed NOI. Submission of this NOl is
an acknowledgment that the conditions of this general permit are applicable to the
proposed discharge, and that the applicant agrees to comply with the conditions of the
general permit. This Office will send a copy of the general permit to the permitted facility
along with a cover letter acknowledging that an NOI was received by the Water Permits
Division. That letter will contain a permit authorization number that the facility will use on
all records and reports associated with the facility. The letter will state that the permittee
has either site-specific permit coverage or statewide permit coverage under this general
permit. In accordance with Permit Other Conditions, Sections F, |, and O, the State
Administrative Authority may, upon review of the NOI or. at a later date, take measures to
prohibit any discharge that is not protective of state water quality standards.

If determined appropriate by the agency, operators may be authorized under this permit
after submittal of an alternate NOl/application form. These eligible applicants will be
covered upon issuance of a permit authorization number and authorization letter by the
Water Permits Division.

Discharges covered by this permit are limited to discharges resulting from:
Dewatering petroleum storage tanks;
Dewatering underground petroleum tanks beds or cavities;

Dewatering ballast water used in the installation of new tanks; and

D - . .
Dewatering of excavations related to the surface cleanup of spills or feaks

resulting from the handling of petroleum; (
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Or a combination of these discharges as specified in the NOI submitted by the
applicant and in accordance with the conditions of the permit.

Discharges from dewatering of petroleum storage tanks, tank beds, new tanks, and
excavations might occur at, but are not limited to:

Gas stations and convenience stores with fuel pumps;

Vehicle maintenance and storage facilities with fuel pumps;

Truck stops with fuel pumps;

Facilities at which new storage tanks are being installed;

Facilities at which petroleum is stored and/or used; and

Facilities which are upgrading, repairing, and/or testing petroleum storage
tanks.

L o

Petroleurm. means crude oil, gasoline, diesel fuel, aviation fuel, fuel oils, gasoline additives |
stored and used in conjunction with gasoline storage, petroleum lubricants, petroleum
solvents or petroleum derived asphalts.

I, OBTAINING COVERAGE

Dischargers desiring coverage under this general permit must submit a Notice of Intent
(NOI) using Form DPST-G, or an equivalent, which may be obtained from the LDEQ
Internet web page at http:/mww deq state louisiana.gov/portal/ - INFO ABOUT Water -
Permits - LPDES, Permits, Information, and Applications or by calling (225) 219-3294.
Unless notified otherwise by the Secretary or his designee, eligible
owners/operators/applicants are authorized to discharge wastewater and/or storm water
under the terms and conditions of the permit upon the receipt of a hand-delivered, correctly
completed DPST-G NOI by the Office of Environmental Services, Water Permits Division
or 48 hours after the postmark date on the envelope that contains the correctly completed
NOI. The NOI shall indicate whether site-specific permit coverage or statewide permit
coverage is desired. If discharges are currently being conducted on a site-specific basis or
a statewide basis and have not been permitted, an NOI shall be submitted immediately.

If circumstances change in the future at a permitted facility that result in the addition or
elimination of permitted outfalls, or a change in the composition of effluent from a pemitted
outfall, the permittee is required to notify the Water Permits Division in writing of the
elimination/change of any outfalls that were identified in the NOI or the addition of outfalls
that were not identified in the NOI that was submitted for general permit coverage.
Notification of the addition or elimination/change of permitted outfalls, or a change in the
composition of effluent from a permitted outfall, must be made in writing and must be
accompanied by a site diagram that clearly illustrates and identifies current outfall locations

[ —at the permitted site-

The permittee is required to submit a permit transfer request to the Permit Support Division

—either prior to—or no later than 45 days after the permitted facility changes
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ownership/operator. The request must be made on the official LDEQ form NOC-1 which is
available on the LDEQ website at: www.deq.louisiana.qov/portal/ - PROGRAMS — Small
Business/Small Community Assistance SB/SCAP/ - Forms and Publications — Forms 2
Name/Operator/Owner Change Form. Any questions related to making a permit transfer
should be directed to the LDEQ Application Verification Group at (225) 219-3292.

A printed hard copy of this permit may be obtained by contacting the LDEQ Water Permits
Division at (225) 219-3181, or a copy can be downloaded from the LDEQ website at
www.deq.lovisiana.gov/portal/. Go through the following links to find the permit: INFO
ABOUT Water — Permits — LPDES Permits, Information, and Applications — LPDES
General Permits — LAG300000.

Dischargers who are currently permittéd under the LPDES version of this permit that
expires on December 31, 2009, are not required to submit a new NOI. Provided the
applicability requirements of the reissued permit are met, these permitted dischargers will
be automatically covered under the reissued LPDES permit. Notification of coverage and
a copy of the permit will be sent to each permittee after permit finalization. Permit
conditions in the reissued permit are effective for these automatically-authorized permittees
three (3) days after the postmark date of the notification of the facility's coverage under the
reissued general permit.

During the reauthorization process, Water Permits Division staff members will evaluate
each existing authorization under the general permit to assess the reasonable potential for
the discharge of pollutants from the facility to cause or contribute to a violation of water
guality standards for any known impairments. The evaluation will include checking the
basin subsegment numbers to ascertain that no currently permitted dischargers are
discharging directly to a waterbody designated as an outstanding naturai resource water.
Any currently permitted facility that is identified as discharging directly to an outstanding
natural resource water will be notified of its options to maintain permit coverage:

(1)  Provide data to the Water Permits Division to show that the discharges from
the facility are not causing degradation as defined in LAC 33:1X.1119.C 4;

(2) ° Reroute the discharges to prevent discharges from “directly” entering the
waterbody; or

(3)  Submit an individual permit application to determine if the facility can be
permitted under an individual LPDES permit with more appropriate limitations
or conditions.

\

Any permittee covered by an individual permit or other general permit(s) may submit form
DPST-G and request that the individual permit or other permit(s) be canceled if the
permitted source or activity is also eligible for coverage by this general permit. Upon

I & - I 1 J ags J e o G “im

of cancellation of the previous permit(s).
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