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PROPOSED PART 70 Al R OPERATI NG PERM T,
RENEWAL/ MODI FI CATI ON, | NI TI AL PART 70
Al R OPERATI NG PERM T, AND PREVENTI ON OF
SI GNI FI CANT DETERI ORATI ON (PSD) PERM T

MONSANTO COMPANY- LULI NG PLANT
DI CAMBA MANUFACTURI NG FACI LI TY AND STEAM
PLANT
LULI NG ST. CHARLES PARI SH, LOUI SI ANA
Al # 1096

The above-entitled cause cane in for
a Public Hearing at the St. Charles
Community Center, 274 Judge Edward Dufresne
Par kway, Luling, Louisiana 70070 on
Tuesday, Decenber 13, 2016, commenci ng at
6:00 p.m

Reported by:
Tara Torres-Bl ank
Certified Court Reporter
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APPEARANCES
The Hearing Oficer:
JI LL CARTER, ESQ

The Court Reporter:
TARA TORRES- BLANK
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MS. CARTER:

Good evening. Before we begin
t he Public Hearing, staff nenbers of
the LDEQ s Public Participation
Group are now passing a survey form
down each row.

You can hel p LDEQ s serve you,
the citizens of Louisiana, in the
best and nost cost-effective way by
checki ng the one, main way you
| earned about this Public Hearing,

t hen passing the survey on to your
nei ghbor. Thank you.

Agai n, good evening, let the
Record reflect that the tinme is 6:01
p.m M nanme is Jill Carter. | am
enpl oyed with the Loui siana
Departnent of Environnental Quality.
I wll be serving as the Hearing
O ficer this evening, Tuesday,
Decenber 13, 2016.

This Hearing is scheduled to
accept Public Comments concerning
t he Proposed Part 70 Air Operating

Permt Renewal and Modi ficati on,
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Initial Part 70 Air Operating Perm:t
and Prevention of Significant
Deterioration Permt for Mnsanto
Conpany- Lul i ng Pl ant - Di canba

Manuf acturing Facility and Steam

Pl ant .

Agency | nterest Nunmber 1096,
Permt Nunbers 2567-V8, 3140-V0 and
PSD- LA- 809 and Activity Tracking
Nunmber s PER20150002 and PER20150008
and PER201500009.

The facility is |located at 12501
Ri ver Road, Luling, St. Charles
Pari sh. Monsanto Conpany requested
an initial Permit to construct and
operate the Di canba Manufacturing
Facility and a permt
renewal / nodi fication for the Steam
Pl ant .

The Di canba Manuf acturi ng
Facility will manufacture crop
protection chem cals for use by
farmers and consuners.

Monsant o proposed the foll ow ng

nodi fications to the Steam Pl ant
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wth the D canba Project: Nunber 1,
Add two boil ers; Nunber 9 and Nunber
10 Boilers EQT675 and EQT676.
Number 2, Add two Firewater Punps
EQr677 and EQT678. Nunber 3, Add
one Energency CGenerator EQI747.
Nunber 4, Add two Sewage
Treat ment Pl ant Tanks EQI748 and EQT
749. Nunber 5, Renobve Nunber 6
Boi | er EQT007. Nunmber 6, Renove the
Bi osystem Aerati on Basin EQTO11.
This Hearing is not being
conducted in a question and answer
format. Pl ease renmenber that the
pur pose of this Public Hearing is
the LDEQ to receive your comments
concerning the proposed permts.
This Hearing is to provide all
I ndi vidual s a chance to be heard,
regardl ess of their position on the
proposed pernmts. Courteous
behavior is expected of everyone at
all tines.
You may speak in support of the

permtting actions; in opposition to
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the permtting actions; or sinmply to
provi de additional i1nfornation.

All interested parties will be
gi ven a reasonabl e opportunity to
comment, unless testinony is not
related to the purpose of the
Hearing. All comments heard and
transcri bed during this Hearing, and
all witten conmments received during
the comment period will be eval uated
and addressed in the LDEQ s witten
response.

A public notice advertising this
Public Hearing and request for
public comment on the Proposed
Permts was published in the St.
Charl es Herald Guide and the
Advocat e on Novenber 3, 2016.

Copi es of the Proposed Permts
are avail able for inspection and
review at the LDEQ Public Records
Center, Room 128, 602 North Fifth
Street, Baton Rouge, Loui si ana.
View ng hours are 8:00 a.m to 4:30

p. m, Monday through Friday, except
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hol i days.

The avail abl e information can
al so be accessed el ectronically on
t he El ectroni ¢ Docunent Managenent
Systemor as we refer to the EDMS
systemon the LDEQ s public website
at www. deq. | oui si ana. gov.

Addi tional copies of the
Proposed Pernmits and EAS are al so
avail able for review at the St.
Charl es Parish Library, West
Regi onal Library, 105 Lakewood
Drive, Luling, Louisiana 70070-0949.

I n addition, on Novenber 4, 2016
copi es of the public notice were
mai | ed and enmail ed to individuals
who have requested to be placed on
the hard copy and enmailing |ist
mai nt ai ned by the LDEQ Ofice of
Envi ronnment al Servi ces.

I n accordance wi th Louisi ana
Adm nistrative Code Title 33, Part
11, Section 531.A 3.C, comrents
received by 4:30 p.m Wdnesday,
Decenber 14, 2016, w Il be
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considered prior to a final
deci si on.

Al'l comments received by 4:30
Wednesday, Decenber 14, 2016, shal
be retai ned by the LDEQ and
consi dered in determ ning whether to
I ssue or deny the Proposed Permts.

Witten comments on the Proposed
Permts nmay be submtted to LDEQ
Public Participation G oup, Post
O fice Box 4313, Baton Rouge,
Loui si ana 70821-4313.

Under Loui si ana Revised Stat ute,
Title 30: 2017 as revised by the
Legi slature in the 2004 Session, the
LDEQ is required to follow ng the
foll owi ng order with the provision
that the Presiding O ficer may give
preference to a Public Oficial to
speak at anytinme during the Hearing.

However, any tine limt set for
citizen testinony, shall apply to
public officials.

The Departnent nust provide up

to 30 mnutes to the permt
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applicant for an introductory
presentation. Thereafter,
preference for speaking up to one
hour is given as foll ows:

For the first hour, to those
citizens who live within a two-mle
radi us of the location of the
facility. For the second hour, to
those citizens who work within a
two-mle radius of the |ocation of
the facility, and for the third
hour, to those citizens who |ive
w thin the parish of the | ocation of
the facility.

Thereafter, each hour of the
Hearing shall alternate between
t hose who are in support of the
proposed permts and those who are
opposed.

The order of tonight's Hearing
will be based on the information
provi ded by the speaker on the
registration form Anyone who
regi stered to speak, but did not

provi de the necessary infornation

10
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wll be given the opportunity to
speak; however, they wll be called
|l ast in the order of registration.

This Hearing is being
transcri bed, therefore, I wll ask
t hat each speaker begin by stating
for the Record their nane, address,
and any organi zati on he or she may
represent.

| would like to rem nd everyone
to please turn off your cell phones.
Thank you.

At this time, | would like to
ask the permt applicant's
representative to cone forward and
make their introductory
present ati on.

MR, MCA NNI S:

Good evening. M nane is Ed
MG nnis, | live at 838 Fourth
Street, New Ol eans, Louisiana, and
| am here representi ng Monsanto
Conpany here in Luling.

As | said, ny nane is Ed

MG nnis and | | ead many of our

11
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Monsant o expansi on efforts here in
Luling. Being a part of this
Di canba expansi on puts Luling at the
heart of one of the |argest
agricul tural advancenents in
hi story, hel pi ng us produce a new
product that will be used by farners
to nake agriculture nore productive
and sust ai nabl e.

That, along with our nore than
60 years of work here in Luling
makes us proud to be a part of this
community. W also ook forward to
seeing the positive inpact this
growh will have on the conmunity.

And we hope to see approval of
this air permt soon so that we can
keep noving toward our shared goal s
of strong econom c i nprovenent and
j ob creation.

As we've discussed with the
communi ty, our proposed expansion
i ncl udes nunerous steps to help
saf eguard air, water and the

envi ronnment, including conpliance

12
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wWth strict air, water and waste
regul ati ons and ensuring no

ecol ogical, historical or

ar chaeol ogi cal sites or wetlands are
near by.

On behal f of everyone at
Monsant o and our custoners, 1'd |like
to thank the Luling community and
St. Charles Parish citizens for your
conti nued support of our expansion.

We appreciate the tine you' ve
taken to neet with us and we | ook
forward to continuing those
conversations. Thank you.

MS. CARTER:

Il will now begin by allow ng all
persons who have signed up to speak
five mnutes in which to present
their comments. Anyone who needs
nmore than five mnutes wll be
allowed to finish his or her
comments after all the registered
speakers have had the opportunity to
speak.

I would like to call on any

13
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public officials who wi sh to speak
NOW.

The next group of speakers w ||
be those citizens who live within a
two-mle radius of the |ocation of
the facility.

The next group of speakers wl |
be those who work within a two-m ke

radius of the facility. M. Enrique

Vel | en.

MR, VELLEN:
I wll pass on ny comments.

MS. CARTER:

Ckay. Next are those citizens
who live within the parish of the
| ocation of the facility.

Let the Record reflect that
there are no speakers in the group
of those citizens who live within a
two-mle radius of the facility.

The next group |I';magoing to
call are those citizens who work
within a two-mle radius of the
facility.

MR. FERDON:

14
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Hello. |'ve been living in St.
Charl es Parish just about all of ny
life and I am very consci ous when |
see things going on, | want to find
out if it's good or bad.

| think Monsanto is one of the

finest industries |'ve ever seen.

|'"ve visited it, |'ve been around in
it, I"'ve met a |l ot of the workers.
The workers all feel |ike

brothers to each other. They feel
| i ke neighbors. | ask them about
their safety and stuff and they say,
"This is our famly our fell ow
wor kers, we think the world of
t hem "
|'"ve seen how they go for
safety. Real good. And now they're
applying for a permt and | hope
they get it because they --
everything they do, they do it well.
And they are going to be
bri nging in about 1,000 workers.
And that's good for the parish, the

people who |ive here to have a good

15
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job and then they're going to be
buying things in the area for this
part of the state hel ping the
econony keep up.

And they're just good all the
way around. And |'ve been through
t he place and | ooked at it and I'm

I mpressed with it.

MS. CARTER

Next are those citizens who live

within the parish of the facility.
M. Gerald Lorio.

MR LORI O

Cerald Lorio, 38 Cathy Drive in
Luling, Louisiana. | live as the
crow flies, a couple, three mles of
t he pl ant.

And |'m part of one of the CAP
menbers. And we're sort of the ears
of Monsanto in the community. 1've
heard very little feedback so far.
But over the years | think Monsanto
has been an excel |l ent corporate
citizen.

|'ve worked in the chem cal

16
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i ndustry for | guess a conpetitor,
sort of between here and New York,
and | think Monsanto does an
excellent job in their safety and
their training.

And we have an opportunity to go
on Plant tours as nenbers of the CAP
commttee and you just can see the
interest in the enployees that they
take pride in their jobs.

And that's very encouragi ng and
I think a very positive el enent as
we | ook forward to this rather |arge
construction project that's on our
hori zon.

I think Monsant o managenent does
its best to keep its ear close to
the community and the plans that
t hey have, not to say that it is
going to be like it is today, in
terns of the traffic situation, but
| think they are doing an excell ent
job in planning and | ooki ng ahead
and trying to mnimze the effect on

t he general public.

17
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And fromthe feedback that [|'ve
gotten, hasn't been extensive and
fromny prospective | think it's a
great opportunity for the parish in
ternms of enploynment and for the
econom c inmpact. Thank you.

MS. CARTER

Thank you. At this tinme | would
like to call those citizens who are
i n support of the permts, followed
by those citizens who are opposed.

Are there any citizens who are
I n support of the proposed permts
who would |i ke to speak? Are there
any opposed who would li ke to speak?

This Hearing will remain open
until 7:00 o'clock. W will go off
t he Record until 7:00 p. m

( OFF THE RECORD. )
MS. CARTER

We are back on the Record. It
is 6:41 p.m W have one nore
citizen who would |like to nake a
comment, M. Thomas Hi nes.

MR HI NES:

18
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Good evening, ny nane is Thomas
H nes and |' mrepresenting nyself.
229 St. N cholas Street in Luling
and |"'mrelatively new to the
comunity. |'ma pastor.

And | just recently made sone
connections with Monsanto peopl e
that work and attend our church, but
work there. So |I |earned about the
new Di canba Project and | think this
is areally good thing. This is a
good deal .

And it's hel ping our community
and just looking forward for it to
expand and reach nore peopl e and
all ow jobs and just a better

environnent for parish. So that's

really all | wanted to say. Thank
you.
MS. CARTER:
The Hearing will renmain open

until 7:00 o' clock if there are no
other coments. And we will go off
t he Record.

( OFF THE RECORD. )

19
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MS. CARTER

Back on the Record. It is 7:00
o' clock. Are there any other
comments? | would like to rem nd
you that the comment period for the
Proposed Part 70 Air Operating
Permt Renewal and Modification,
Initial Part 70 Alr Operating Perm:t
and PSD permt for Mnsanto Conpany-
Luling Pl ant, D canmba Manufacturing
Facility and Steam Pl ant ends at
4: 30, Wednesday, Decenber 14, 2016.

All comments received, requests
for notification of the final
deci sion, and the transcript from
t he Hearing are processed by the
LDEQ Public Participation Goup and
are avail abl e on EDVES.

The permt witer reviews all
coments, and uses any additiona
information that is appropriate to
update the permtting information.
The nanmes and addresses of all the
comrent ors, speakers, and those

requesting to be notified of the

20
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final decision are added to the
Publ i c Commrent Dat abase.

A final draft of the Proposed
Permts and the Response to Public
Comrents are prepared and forwarded
to the LDEQ O fice of Environnental
Services Assistant Secretary for
final consideration.

Upon the issuance or denial of
t he Proposed Permts, notification
is mailed to all comentors,
speakers, and those who requested to
be notified of the final decision.

The final decision notification
i ncludes i nformati on regarding the
appeal process, the Basis for
Deci si on, and the Response to Public
Comment s.

| have received a total of zero
exhibits during this Hearing. |If
there are no other coments, | would

li ke to thank you for your

attention, and participation in this

Heari ng.

Let the Record reflect that the

21
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time is 7:02 ppm This Hearing is
cl osed. Thank you.

(The Hearing was concluded at 7:02 p.m)

22
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REPORTER'S PAGE

|, Tara Torres-Blank, Certified
Court Reporter, in and for the State of
Loui siana, the officer, as defined in Rule
28 of the Federal Rules of G vil Procedure
and/or Article 1434(b) of the Loui siana
Code of G vil Procedure, before whomthis
sworn testinony was taken, do hereby state
on the Record:

That due to the interaction in the
spont aneous di scourse of this proceeding,
dashes (--) have been used to indicate
pauses, changes in thought, and/or
tal kovers; that sane is the proper nethod
for a Court Reporter's transcription of
proceedi ng, and that the dashes (--) do not
i ndi cate that words or phrases have been
left out of this transcript;

That any words and/or names which
could not be verified through reference
mat eri al have been denoted with the phrase

"(phonetic)."

Tara Torres-Bl ank, CCR
Certified Court Reporter
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Tara Torres-Blank, Certified Court Reporter, in
and for the State of Louisiana, as the officer before
whomthis testinony was taken, do hereby certify that
after having first been duly sworn by ne upon authority
of RS. 37:2554, did testify as hereinbefore set forth
in the foregoing pages;

That this testinony was reported by ne in the
St enomask net hod (voice-witing), was prepared and
transcri bed by me or under ny personal direction and
supervision, and is a true and correct transcript to the
best of ny ability and under st andi ng;

That the transcript has been prepared in conpliance
with transcript format guidelines required by statute or
by rules of the board, that | have acted in conpliance
wth the prohibition on contractual relationships, as
defined by Louisiana Code of G vil Procedure Article
1434 and in rules and advi sory opinions of the board;

That | amnot related to counsel or to the parties
herei n; am not otherwi se interested in the outcone of
this matter; and ama valid nmenber in good standi ng of

t he Loui siana State Board of Exam ners of Certified
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Short hand Reporters.
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Tara Torres-Bl ank (#22012)

Certified Court

Reporter
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