LOUISIANA SANITARY CODE EXCERPT

12:008-3 DISTANCES TO SOURCES OF CONTAMINATION: Every potable water well, and the immediate appurtenances thereto that comprise the well, shall be located at a safe distance from all possible sources of contamination, including but not limited to, privies, cesspools, septic tanks, subsurfaces tile systems, sewers, drains, barnyards, and pits below the ground surface.  The horizontal distance from any such possible source of pollution shall be as great as possible, but in no case less than the following minimum distances, except as otherwise approved by the State Health Officer:

SOURCE
DISTANCE IN FEET







Septic tanks
50




Storm or sanitary sewer
50      1/




Cesspools, outdoor privies, oxidation ponds,

subsurface absorption fields, pits, mechanical sewage treatment plants, etc.
    100      2/




Another water-well
25      3/




Sanitary landfills, feed lots, manure piles,

solid waste dumps and similar installations
    100




Drainage canal, ditch or stream
50     4/




1/
This distance may be reduced to thirty (30’) feet if the sewer is of cast iron with

leaded joints or Schedule 40 plastic pipe with water-tight joints.

2/
For a private water well this distance may be reduced to fifty (50’) feet.

3/
This minimum distance requirement does not take into consideration the effects of

interference from pumping nearby wells in the same aquifer.

4/
Horizontally measured from the water’s edge to the well at the highest water level

which may have occurred in a ten-year period.

