St. Tammany Parish Hazardous Household Waste Collection Day Sat., Oct. 28, from 9-noon!

Many common household items contain heavy metals (mercury, lead, and others) and a myriad of other contaminants that are harmful when released into the environment.  This happens when rainwater percolates through a landfill and those contaminants get into the ground water.  Then they are on their way into lakes and seas, where they can be absorbed by algae and bacteria, and assimilated by seaweed, which is, in turn, consumed by fish.  Other contaminants in the landfill can evaporate and later condense into acid rain, which also joins the food chain.  Eventually they may show up at our dinner tables!  

The Honey Island Group of Delta Sierra Club approached the St. Tammany Parish Department of Environmental Services for their partnership in allowing citizens to bring certain household hazardous wastes to a central collection point at no cost.  The partnership was enthusiastically endorsed, and the collection site will be in the parking lot at the Administrative Complex on Koop Dr., off LA 59, one block north of I-12.

Our purpose is two-fold:

1. Public education regarding the dangers of simply discarding items into our trash cans

2. Providing an ongoing alternative to doing that

Items we have secured vendors to collect include:

Batteries contain lead, heavy metals:  rechargeable, alkaline, lithium, car, phone, hearing aid

Light bulbs contain mercury:  esp. fluorescent light bulbs

Mercury containing devices of all kinds (thermometers, thermostats, etc.)

Cell phones

Printer cartridges (inkjet and toner)

Latex paint, oil-based paint (do not mix the two types)

Waste oil, oil filters, antifreeze
Used tires (limit of 5 per household, no rims)

So-called “e-waste” has some poisonous components and some reclaimable components (such as copper and other precious metals):  computers, fax machines, keyboards, mouse, monitors, DVD, VHS (no copiers)

Here’s what is needed to make the project a success:  

Advertising:  articles in the press, spots on local TV, radio; and through clubs and organizations’ newsletters, e-mail lists

Volunteers: pass out flyers and otherwise advertise the concept and the event, also some volunteers to work on the Saturday morning of the event (must be 18 or older).  Please notify us if you can work 10/28. 

Donations:  to defray the cost for the removal of oil-based paints and anti-freeze (we have secured free removal for all the other waste items), and the costs of printing advertising fliers and directional signs

This is to be the First Annual event.  We hope to offer this service to the community more than once a year.  If you have personal contacts with any groups (churches, schools, clubs, scouts, etc.) who could help to educate our community and bring items to be responsibly disposed of, pass it on!  Please see http://louisiana.sierraclub.org/honeyisland/hhwday.html for additional information.
Contacts: Diane Casteel, Honey Island Group, 999diane@charter.net, weekdays 875-0080 ext. 10, or 

Brett Henry, St. Tammany Dept. of Environmental Services bhenry@stpgov.org
