Clean Air Mercury Rule 

Promulgated May 18, 2005

The Clean Air Mercury Rule (CAMR) establishes standards of performance for mercury from  new and existing coal-fired electric utility steam generating units as defined in the Clean Air Act (CAA) section 111.  The above amendments to CAA Section 111 establish a mechanism by which mercury emissions from new and existing coal-fired utility units are capped at specified, nation-wide levels.  Allowances can be transferable among all regulated facilities subject to CAMR.  Louisiana facilities affected by this rule are: 3 units at Big Cajun 2,  Dolet Hills, 1 unit at RS Nelson, and Rodemachacher

CAMR will be implemented in two phases.  The first phase, effective in 2010 ,will have a cap of 38 tons per year for all states and the second phase, effective 2018 and thereafter,has a cap of 15 tons per year for all states.  Louisiana’s mercury caps are 0.601 tons for 2010-2017  and 0.237 tons for 2018 and thereafter.  

Implementation of CAMR will be accomplished by the allocation of mercury allowances under the state cap to each unit subject to the rule.   Facilities must demonstrate compliance by holding one “allowance” for each ounce of mercury emitted by a covered unit in any given year. Allowances are transferable among all regulated facilities.  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) believes that the “Cap-and-Trade” approach to limiting mercury emissions is the most cost-effective way to achieve the reductions required in the power sector. 

The  “Cap-and-Trade” approach dovetails with the sulfur dioxide (SO2) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) emissions caps under the recently finalized Clean Air Interstate Rule (CAIR).  Significant mercury emissions are obtained as a “co-benefit” of controlling SO2 and NOx.   For electrical generating units, the mercury reductions achieved under the implementation of CAIR are better than those expected to be achieved under phase one of CAMR.  Also the mercury reduction are achieved under CAIR in the most cost effective means.  In contrast states that do not choose the EPA managed “Cap-and-Trade” program, their state mercury budgets will serve as a hard cap.  .

In summary the second  phase of CAMR, Clean Air Mercury Rule Part II (CAMR-II) will reduce utility emissions of mercury from 48 tons a year to 15 tons per year or about 69% when fully implemented in 2018.

