1.2 Geographic Location/Parish Description

St. James Parish is located in south central Louisiana. It is surrounded by Ascension Parish
to the north, St. John the Baptist Parish to the east, Assumption Parish to the west, Lafourche
Parish to the south. The parish has a total area of 258 square miles, of which 246 square miles is
land and 12 square miles is water.

St. James Parish is divided by the Mississippi River which has been instrumental in the rapid
growth of the area industry. The parish seat is located in the town of Convent. Agriculture is
predominant in the area with hundreds of acres planted in soybean, sugarcane, perique tobacco,
corn, hay, oats and vegetables. Industry includes oil refining, sugar refining, chemical and fertilizer

manufacturers. According to the 2000 Census, St. James Parish has a population of approximately

21,216.
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Figure 1: State Map Illustrating St. James Parish
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