Formosan Termites
Formosan subterranean termites, Coptotermes formosanus, were introduced into the greater New Orleans area, as well as several other coastal cities, after World War II.  By the time they were identified in 1966, they had become well established in areas throughout New Orleans and Lake Charles.  The termites have had 30 years to grow and spread.  
New Orleans has one of the largest and most destructive Formosan termite infestations.  A humid, near-tropical climate contributes to the problem.  The architectural character of the city's French Quarter or Vieux Carre, contributes to the problem.  Many of the buildings there are historic landmarks with foundations supported by woodwork dating back to the 1700s in some cases. Row-style homes with their shared walls give foraging termite’s easy access from one building to the next.  This construction style hampers pest control efforts to treat or fumigate a single client's home or building.
Landfills are an ideal environment for these subterranean termites, especially in humid Louisiana.  For this reason, restrictions are in place from the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry as to where in Louisiana potential Formosan termite contaminated debris might be disposed.  Landfill operators, contractors and waste generators should consult with the Department of Agriculture and Forestry about proper disposal of Formosan termite debris. Contact Mr. Bobby Simoneaux at (225) 925-3763 or bobby_s@ldaf.state.la.us.
