Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ)

Responses to Public Inquiries For 
The Interim Remedial Measures Project Plan
Of the 
Marine Shale Processors Site (AI# 5414) 

May 2010 Update


The Department is committed to facilitating public involvement and input on the clean-up and remediation of the Marine Shale Processors site in Morgan City, Louisiana.  This publication serves to notify the residents of Morgan City, that second phase clean-up of the facility is initiated.  The LDEQ’s responses to common questions and comments are presented below.


1. What is the objective of the Interim Remedial Measures Project Plan at the Marine Shale Processors site?

In 2007, RSD awarded a contract under emergency authorization by the Secretary to begin remediation activities at Marine Shale Processors (MSP).  The initial removal action addressed only the tanks in critical condition and in danger of failure.  Initial removal activities were completed in March 2008 and included:

· Treatment and off-site disposal of 2,317.36 tons of waste material,
· Recycling of 289.55 tons of steel from 13 storage tanks; and
· Treatment and off-site disposal of 194,534 gallons of waste water. 


The objective of the Interim Remedial Measures Project Plan (IRMMP) is the removal and proper disposal of remaining waste materials at a permitted, off-site waste facility to prevent migration of waste off-site and to prevent exposure to human and environmental receptors.  The IRMPP will address the following:

1. Plugging and abandonment of damaged monitoring wells,
2. Removal of aboveground waste; and
3. Decontamination, demolition, and removal of some or all or the structures and equipment.








2. What is the Marine Shale Processors Site PRP Group?

In March 2009, the Department negotiated a Cooperative Agreement with a group of potentially responsible parties (PRPs) to complete a facility-wide investigation and corrective action study for the remainder of the facility.  This group is collectively known as the Marine Shale Processors Site PRP Group (the “MSP PRP Group”).  
    

3. What is the status of the clean-up and remediation at the MSP Site?

A Remedial Investigation Work Plan was submitted by the MSP PRP Group in May 2009 and the Department responded with a Notice of Deficiencies dated August 3, 2009.  

The MSP PRP Group then requested to postpone the investigation and conduct interim remedial actions to remove the remaining above ground waste and to dismantle a bulk of the facility using the MSP escrow funds.  This would allow better access to the site for the investigation and also address any potential surface releases from the remedial actions.  The Department consented to this course of action and subsequently received the Interim Remedial Measures Project Plan in October 2009. 

The MSP PRP Group is currently preparing bid packages for each phase of the IRMMP project.  After the bids are received and selection of the subcontractors has been completed, on-site work is expected to take approximately nine months.   Once all of the work associated with the IRMMP is completed, the MSP PRP Group will resume the Remedial Investigation.  A Corrective Measures study will then be conducted to determine the most feasible remedial options for the remaining subsurface waste and any other areas of concern identified during the Remedial Investigation.


4. Where can I get additional information?

A repository of site information that contains copies of documents related to the remediation project will be set up in the Morgan City Public Library and the Saint Mary Parish Library.  Monthly progress reports submitted by the contractors will be available at this repository.  The LDEQ will also provide a link on its webpage (under the Remediation Services Division tab) to documents related to the remedial activity.  The site’s team leader will be available to answer questions regarding the progress reports.


5. What is the name, phone number and email address of the designated person who is authorized to receive and respond to complaints? 

The site’s team leader will have the responsibility of receiving and, with the consent of LDEQ’s management, responding to technical complaints.  The responsibility for responding to other types of complaints will be decided by the Department’s management.  Currently, the site’s Team Leader’s name, phone number and email are as follows:

			Name:		Vicki Hadwin
			Phone:		225-219-3225
			Email:		vicki.hadwin@la.gov

The LDEQ will also provide oversight of the remediation activities.  


6.	LDEQ must require that the plan include provision for reporting to the agency on all issues and concerns related to the remedial activity that are raised by the public.

The LDEQ can receive complaints in any format, but to facilitate inclusion in Department’s file system, the complaint needs to be in a written format that includes the Agency Interest (A.I) number 5414 and be submitted to:

			Thomas F. Harris, Administrator
			Remediation Services Division
			P.O. Box 4313
			Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4313.
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