Acadia Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee Meeting

August 31, 2004 at 6:30 PM

Meeting called to order by Mary Gentry. In attendance:

A.J. Broussard – Acadia Parish Police Jury
Jerry Arceneaux – Rayne City Council  
Teasie Cary – Church Point City Council
Errol Comeaux – Church Point City Council
Kirk Cormier  - Egan Water Corp.
Kathy Cormier – Egan Water Corp.
Steven Thibodeaux – S. Rayne Water Corp.
Bill Branch – LSU Cooperative Extension
Greg Arabie - LRWA
Ken Terry - LRWA
Bill Chaumont - LRWA
Sandy Sarver – Village of Estherwood
Cindy Redlich – Village of Estherwood
Mayor Nell Schexnider – Village of Estherwood
Mayor Clement – Town of Morse
Mike Judice – City of Rayne Water
Laurie Judice – City of Rayne
Nick Simoneaux – S. Rayne Water Corp.
Jeff Boullion – S. Rayne Water Corp.
Margaret Frey – LSU Cooperative Extension
Dave Thomas - Calpine
Mary Gentry - LDEQ
Tiffani M. Cravens - LDEQ
 

Minutes from prior meeting accepted.

Visits to Significant Potential Sources of Contamination (SPSOC)

Mary asked how the visits to SPSOCs were going and if anyone had any questions, comments, or problems.

Visits have been completed for Rayne, Morse, Mire-Branch, Iota, Estherwood, and Egan.  Church Point and Crowley are still working and everything is going well so far.  Church Point is about 90% complete.  
Ground Water Protection Ordinance

The ordinance has been presented in both the Town of Church Point and the City of Rayne council meetings.  Both anticipate passage of the ordinance in the near future. 

Public Education and Fact Sheets

Mary discussed a number of fact sheets that were created for public education on topics critical to drinking water protection.  Among them were used oil, paint disposal, septic tanks, abandoned water wells, and cross-connection control with irrigation wells.

An example was provided from Avoyelles Parish showing the locations in the parish that will accept used oil.  It was strongly suggested that the Acadia committee work on a similar list for Acadia Parish.  A list of facilities was provided as a starting point but it probably does not include all of the facilities that accept used oil.  The committee should work on adding to that list.

There was some discussion on plugging abandoned domestic wells.  Construction, and plugging water wells are regulated by the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD).  Their regulations state that private (domestic) wells can be plugged by the homeowner.  DEQ is hoping to get some information together on how this should be done. 

There was also some discussion about septic tanks and problems with discharges and back-ups.

Mr. Simoneaux asked what the biggest threat to drinking water is.  Mary Gentry and Greg Arabie stated the used oil and underground storage tanks (USTs) are the biggest problems.  Old and abandoned USTs pose the biggest threat, especially since we don’t even know that plenty of them are there and they could be leaking.  The owner is responsible for the cost of closure and if a leak is discovered, remediation as well.  Before a tank is closed the soil is tested for any sign of leakage.  If the tank has not leaked it can be closed by either filling it with an inert (non-reactive) material such as sand or it can be removed from the ground.  When loans are made to purchase property with USTs they also require testing for leaks.  If any contamination is found the loan will be denied.

Greg Arabie mentioned that the City of Rayne has established a used oil collection point in the city where residents can bring their used oil.  He said it was inexpensive to set up and has been beneficial.  It might be something other communities should consider.

Mr. Broussard mentioned that the Acadia Parish Police Jury holds a household hazardous materials collection day every other year.  Everyone is encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity to dispose of things like paint.  Mary added that it’s important to remember not to mix paints or other materials together because they cannot be reused if they are blended.

Margaret Frey from the LSU Cooperative Extension Service also shared some educational materials from her organization.  She provided a fact sheet, Drinking Water Begins at Home, as well as Home*A*Syst, an environmental risk-assessment guide for homeowners.  The septic tank fact sheet that Mary handed out is also a Cooperative Extension Service publication.

Pizza Provided by DEQ

Other Business

The next meeting was set for Thursday September 30th at 5:30 at the Calpine Plant in Eunice.  Mr. Dave Thomas graciously offered a tour of the facility as well as a meal.    Directions will be sent along with the meeting announcement.

Adjourn.

