Acadia Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee Meeting

December 2, 2004 at 6:30 PM

Meeting called to order by Nick Simoneaux. In attendance:

Greg Arabie - LRWA

Ken Terry - LRWA

Cindy Redlich – Estherwood

Sandy Sarver - Estherwood

Mike Judice – City of Rayne Water

Nick Simoneaux – S. Rayne Water Corp.

Margaret Frey – LSU Cooperative Extension

Steven Thibodeaux – S. Rayne Water Corp.

Kirk Cormier – Egan

Kathy Cormier - Egan

Gaulman Gaspard – Vermilion Parish Police Jury

Brad Hanson – LA DOTD

Mary Gentry – LDEQ

Tiffani M. Cravens – LDEQ

The meeting was directed by Nick Simoneaux, Chairman 

Attendee introductions.

Minutes from prior meeting accepted.

Visits to Significant Potential Sources of Contamination (SPSOC)

All communities have completed visits, and Crowley is still 99% complete as far as we know.  There were no members representing Crowley at the meeting to verify their status.  

Sub-Committee Reports:       

Media – A representative from the Rayne Independent was present at this meeting. 

Margaret Frey prepared three articles on septic tank maintenance and sent them to local newspapers.

Nick Simoneaux has contacted Cox to broadcast the PSA and it should start within a couple of weeks. 

TV 3 would like to do a story on abandoned wells.  Brad Hanson from DOTD suggested they coordinate with the DOTD inspector in Lake Charles to identify a well that is being plugged.  We need to determine how much time will be given to the story and when they want to do it.  This will help coordinate and organize the project.

Brad Hanson also mentioned that it’s good to relate system expansion and the inevitable abandonment of domestic wells that follows. 

Used Oil Recyclers – DEQ has received the list from Church Point.  There are no recyclers in Egan or Iota.  Greg will email the list for Rayne.  Mike Pastor was taking care of the Crowley list but was not present at the meeting.

Septic Tanks – Margaret Frey provided a booklet at the last meeting entitled “Waste Water – Why Is It Important?”  DEQ was a co-publisher on this booklet and a box full of them was provided at the meeting.  Nick Simoneaux will deliver them to the parish sanitarian who in turn will provide them to homeowners when they get a permit for installing a septic tank. Tiffani will call the sanitarian and explain what needs to be done.

Ordinance

The drinking water protection ordinance was presented to the Acadia Parish Police Jury.  When it came up for a vote they decided not to pass it.  It has been tabled until it is determined that it will not negatively impact farmers.  DEQ intends to set up a meeting with the county agent (Ron Levy) to discuss these issues.  Nick Simoneaux has requested to attend that meeting and will be notified as soon as it is scheduled.  Nick also added that it would be beneficial for committee members to lobby the opposition.  They’re likely opposed to it because they don’t completely understand it.

Plugging and Abandonment of Water Wells – presentation by Brad Hanson, Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development 

Presentation slides and notes are attached.  Brad mentioned that he can also give a presentation on the basics of ground water if the committee would like to have a public meeting and invite the community to learn about ground water and their water source.  He added that Acadia Parish has one of the best aquifers in the state.  The average well depth is around 200 feet.  The water is easy to get out and there’s plenty of it, but the relatively shallow well depths also make it easier to contaminate. DEQ will be glad to make this request to DOTD if the committee is interested.

Next meeting date – January 27, 2004 at 6:30 at the Estherwood City Hall.  

LDEQ will call and remind committee members of the next meeting, in addition to sending out the invitations/announcements and directions to the meeting location.

SPECIAL THANKS:  TO THE MERCHANTS OF RAYNE AND THE CULINARY SKILLS OF GREG ARABIE FOR A DELICIOUS MEAL!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

