Vermilion Parish Drinking Water
Protection Committee Meeting

Vermilion Parish Court House

Police Jury Room

Thursday, August 25, 2005

5:30PM

President, Pat Soulier called the meeting to order at 5:30p.m.  Members in attendance were Pat Soulier, Jeff Soulier, Roger Fontenot, Dale Stelly, Walter Toups, Ricky Simon, Arlene Choate, Charlene Dartez, Bea Guidry, Samual Jam, Emily Sagrera, Connie Sagrera, Joseph Pillette, Ken Terry, Mary Gentry, and Tiffani Cravens.

It was motioned by Dale and seconded by Tiffani to dispense with the reading of the minutes.

A progress report was given on the visits to Potential Sources of Contamination.  Abbeville has 5 locations left.  The 4-H Jr. Leaders will be contacting these owners in September.  None of Kaplan has been done as of the meeting, and Christine at City Hall (Clerk?) took the burden upon herself to do the visits, taking custody of the stepchild, aka the ‘Kaplan Visits Folder’.  Roger will get with the mayor and let him know the visits need to be completed within a week’s time.  Delcambre, Erath and Maurice visits folders have been completed and turned in.
Erath had passed the ordinance.  Maurice presented the ordinance, and there will be a public hearing in September, and it is expected to pass in October.
Mary gave a presentation on “Backflow Prevention and Cross Connection Control”.  A copy of the presentation given by Jody White from DHH was handed out along with a copy of the regulations.  Committee members were also given handouts, one with information on cases of actual backflow incidents compiled by EPA and one with some frequently asked questions.
The Used Oil Recycler’s list was published in the Abbeville Meridional.  Jeff handed about 10 out to each vendor that accepts used oil, and he reported AutoZone expressed great joy over the free publicity.  Jeff brought about 800 copies to the Solid Waste Dump and Ricky was handing them out at the gate.  It was reported that Claudette put a thank you notice in the newspaper thanking the vendors who graciously received the SPSOC visitors.
Mary asked about the awards ceremony.  It was decided the ceremony would be the following month.
Mary encouraged the committee to continue meeting, and perhaps organize themselves as a water operators group.  Ken gave some information about the Avoyelles Parish Water Operators Group, and volunteered to contact them to possibly speak to the Vermilion Committee.  This would benefit the operators in many ways, one important way is the DHH will still grant 2 hours credit for the meetings.  Jeff mentioned once lightening blew out their water main, and that was a time he could have used the ‘Vermilion Parish Water Operators Inventory List’, which is one thing the water operator group could compile.  

Tiffani and Mary explained they completed the field assessment for the North Vermilion Water Plant at Esther with Dale.  The plant now has “Drinking Water Protection Area” signs, and LDEQ will help with the contingency plan in the near future.

Tiffani needs to contact Victoria to invite the press to the Awards Ceremony.

Credit was given to C. Duhon who reportedly pressed M. Bertrand (VPPJ) to pass the ordinance.

The next meeting – The Awards Ceremony - will be September 15, 2005 at 6 p.m. at the Vermilion Parish Courthouse on the 2nd floor in the Police Jury room.

A meal was provided by LDEQ.

A motion to adjourn was made by Dale Stelly and seconded by Walter Toups. 

