Beauregard Parish

The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality’s Drinking Water Protection Team began work in Beauregard Parish in November 2008.  Staff members visited with representatives of the local water systems and other government officials to introduce the Drinking Water Protection Program. Beauregard Parish has six active public community water systems.  All of the systems are ground water systems.  A community meeting to introduce the program to the public and solicit volunteers to form a committee was held on December 4, 2008.  Ten people attended the meeting and five people volunteered to join the committee.  

The committee met on January 29, 2009 for an orientation and a training session on how to conduct visits to the owners and/or operators of significant potential sources of contamination.  The committee added three new members.

The committee met on February 12, 2009 for a presentation on the model ground water protection ordinance.  The ordinance has been introduced to all mayors in the parish and to the police jury for consideration.  The City of DeRidder adopted the ordinance in December 2008.

The committee met on March 26, 2009 to discuss the development of a used oil recyclers list for the parish.  Once completed, the list will be published in newspapers and will be distributed to local businesses who sell motor oil.  It will also be distributed at the annual household hazardous materials collection day.  The committee also discussed inviting guest speakers to give presentations on topics of interest.  These include proper plugging of abandoned wells, the mercury initiative, aquifer basics (usage, changes in water levels, water quality), and potential sale of water out of state.

The committee met on April 30, 2009 to discuss progress on passage of the drinking water protection ordinance.  Committee members, along with a member of the LDEQ Drinking Water Protection Team, have been attending Police Jury meetings in an effort to get the ordinance passed to protect public supply wells outside of city limits.  The two municipalities in Beauregard Parish, the City of DeRidder and the Town of Merryville, have adopted the ordinance.  A guest speaker from the Calcasieu Soil and Water Conservation District was scheduled to give a presentation on the sale of water but was unable to attend.

The committee met on May 21, 2009 in DeRidder, LA as part of a combined tri-parish committee meeting to host a guest speaker.  The parishes included Calcasieu, Beauregard, and Vernon.  Brad Hanson from the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development gave a presentation on the proper plugging and abandonment of water wells, especially domestic wells.

The committee met on June 25, 2009 to continue discussion of progress on the ordinance.  The ordinance is going out for public comment in July and will be on the agenda for a vote in August.  A LDEQ Drinking Water Protection Team member will attend the August Police Jury meeting, along with members of the committee and water system board members and operators.  A presentation of the aquifers of Beauregard Parish was given by Rob Fendick from the U.S.G.S.  Following the presentation the committee members were presented with certificates of appreciation for their service on the committee.  Although this was their last official meeting, the committee will continue to work together to support adoption of the drinking water protection ordinance by the Beauregard Parish Police Jury.

