Bossier Parish

The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality’s Drinking Water Protection Team began work in Bossier Parish at the end of June 2007.  Staff members visited with representatives of the local water systems and other government officials to introduce the Drinking Water Protection Program. Bossier Parish has twenty-six active public community water systems.  There is one surface water system and five (5) water systems that purchase surface water.  The surface water system is the City of Bossier, and the source of drinking water is the Red River. There are twenty (20) ground water systems, ten (10) are municipal and ten (10) are non-municipal systems. 

The Drinking Water Protection Team advertised for the parish program and community meeting through several media appearances.  Jesse Means gave a radio interview on KEEL on the morning of Friday, September 21, 2007.  Jesse Means and Micaela Coner appeared on KSLA News 12 on the morning of September 24, 2007.  Meeting announcements were mailed to over 250 parish contacts.  Two community meetings were held in the parish.  The first meeting was held on September 25 at the Bossier Parish Courthouse, Police Jury Meeting Room at 204 Burt Boulevard in Benton, Louisiana.  The second community meeting was held on September 27 at the Public Service Complex, 3223 Old Shed Road in Bossier City, Louisiana.  Twenty volunteers signed up to serve on the Bossier Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee. 

The first meeting of the Bossier Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee was held on October 25, 2007.  Sixteen volunteers attended the meeting.  DWPP staff member Jesse Means opened the meeting with introductions and a brief explanation of the purpose of the Committee and why it has been formed. DEQ introduced the three goals it suggests for every drinking water protection committee it works with which are the following; 1.Visit potential sources of contamination near the drinking water sources.  2. Promotion of drinking water protection ordinances. 3. Distribute information on drinking water protection. The training manual was reviewed and the basic operations of the committee were discussed. Next, the Committee discussed goals it wanted to work on relating to drinking water protection.  It came up with a list and each member identified his or her top three goals.  Below is the list of goals and the number of votes given to each goal.

Drilling issues/oil and gas wells – 5

Water conservation – 5

Abandoned underground storage tanks – 2

Benzene contamination in Haughton – 2

Education on proper methods of power washing – 2

Improperly plugged/abandoned wells – 2

Industrial/household hazardous materials disposal – 2

Improperly operating subdivision sewage systems – 1

Salt water disposal – 1

Past dumping of cleaning solvents

Salt water springs in Red River causing high chlorides in the river

TNT contamination south of the munitions plant

There was much discussion on many of these items.  Past contamination events such as that which occurred in Haughton and Doyline, and the Sunbeam plant contamination was discussed.  The Committee put forward the idea that it would be best to prevent any future contamination events like these from happening again and that more public awareness is needed.  

A second committee meeting was held on December 6, 2007. The meeting agenda included a discussion of the visits to potential sources of contamination and, if there was interest, committee officer elections. Those present at the December 6, 2007 Committee meeting decided to postpone that meeting’s agenda until the next meeting due to low attendance attributed to the forthcoming Christmas holiday.  The town of Plain Dealing and the Bossier Parish Police Jury expressed an interest in passing the Drinking Water Protection Ordinance. 

The third meeting of the Bossier Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee was held on January 17, 2008. Jennifer Kihlken of DHH gave a regulatory update on the Louisiana Safe Drinking Water Program.  The update included a regulatory history, a history and overview of the Program, as well as a discussion of contaminant regulations and current and future EPA rules.  Jesse Means of DEQ reviewed the potential sources of contamination (PSOCs) that DEQ had previously identified near drinking water sources in Bossier Parish through the Source Water Assessment Program.  Emphasis was placed on how stormwater runoff can carry misplaced contaminants into area water bodies such as the Red River, a drinking water source for Bossier Parish.  After an explanation of how to conduct educational visits to these PSOCs, the committee members decided to complete the visits for their respective water supplies, PSOCs within their jurisdiction, or near their neighborhood.  LDEQ distributed almost all of the visit packets so the committee could begin work. 

The next meeting was held on March 6, 2008.  Matt Simon of the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources (DNR) gave a presentation on oil-field related DNR regulations to protect waters of the state.  An update on the PSOC visit project was given.  Howard Fielding of LDEQ introduced the ground water protection ordinance to the committee. Earlier in the day, Howard Fielding, Jesse Means, Micaela Coner and Christy Rando of LDEQ met with the parish attorney of the Bossier Parish Police Jury to introduce the ordinance.

The next meeting was held on Thursday, April 3, 2008.  Students Catie and Emily Owens gave a presentation on water quality testing they performed on the oxbow lake in C. Bickham Dickson Park. Christy Rando of DEQ gave a presentation on DEQ’s Nonpoint Source Pollution Program and storm drain marker project.  Next, Micaela Coner of DEQ presented the various educational materials that DEQ has created along with help from previous drinking water protection committees. The Committee decided it would like to pursue putting up storm drain markers in Bossier parish, as well as develop a used oil recyclers list.

Another meeting of the Bossier Parish Drinking Water Protection committee was held on Wednesday, May 7, 2008.  Topics of discussion include used oil recycling updates and ordinance updates.  DEQ staff members and committee member Butch Ford had presented the ordinance to the Bossier Parish Police Jury that same afternoon, before the committee meeting.

The final project of the committee was to distribute the Bossier Parish used oil recycling fact sheet that was developed, as well as provide the information to the local media. Visits to potential sources of contamination were completed.  

The committee had its final meeting to celebrate its accomplishments on Wednesday, June 26, 2008.  Each committee member was awarded a certificate for their service to the community through drinking water protection efforts.  

The Town of Haughton passed the ground water protection ordinance on June 12, 2008. The Town of Plain Dealing had previously passed the ordinance on January 8, 2008.  The ordinance is currently under review by a special committee of the Bossier Parish Police Jury.  The Town of Plain Dealing and Cypress Black Bayou water system elected to participate in the storm drain marking project, and were provided the appropriate materials by DEQ’s Nonpoint Source Section.

