Calcasieu Parish

The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality’s Drinking Water Protection Team began work in Calcasieu Parish in June 2008.  Staff members visited with representatives of the local water systems and other government officials to introduce the Drinking Water Protection Program. Calcasieu Parish has fifteen active public community water systems, including the City of Lake Charles which serves a population of 80,000.  All of the systems are ground water systems.  A community meeting to introduce the program to the public and solicit volunteers to form a committee was held on August 14, 2008.  Twenty-four people attended the meeting and twelve people volunteered to join the committee.  The committee orientation meeting was originally scheduled to be held in September but was postponed due to hurricane recovery activities following Hurricanes Gustav and Ike.  The meeting was rescheduled for October 30, 2008.

The committee met on November 13, 2008 for a training session on how to conduct visits to the owners and/or operators of significant potential sources of contamination.  The committee chairmen cooked a gumbo dinner and the meeting was very well attended.  All of the visit packets were distributed to willing volunteers.

On January 15, 2009 the committee hosted a screening of the public television documentary "Liquid Assets: The Story of Our Water Infrastructure."  The 90-minute documentary tells the story of essential infrastructure systems: drinking water, wastewater, and storm water. It highlights communities from across the United States, providing an understanding of hidden water infrastructure assets, demonstrating watershed protection approaches, and illustrating twenty-first century solutions.
The committee met on February 12, 2009 for a presentation on the model ground water protection ordinance.  The ordinance has been introduced to all mayors in the parish and to the police jury for consideration.

The committee met on March 12, 2009 to discuss the development of a used oil recyclers list for the parish.  The City of Lake Charles currently has a recycling guide but the committee will work to expand the information to the rest of the parish.  Once completed, the list will be published in newspapers and will be distributed to local businesses who sell motor oil.  It will also be distributed at the annual household hazardous materials collection day.  The committee also discussed inviting guest speakers to give presentations on topics of interest.  These include nonpoint source pollution and storm water management, proper plugging of abandoned wells, and cross connection control/backflow prevention.

The committee met on April 23, 2009 for a presentation on the Louisiana Nonpoint Source Pollution Program given by Christy Rando from LDEQ.  Committee members also completed their used oil recyclers list, which also included facilities that accept antifreeze, batteries and mercury for recycling and/or disposal.  LDEQ printed 5000 copies of the list to be distributed throughout the community, especially to local businesses who sell motor oil.  

The committee met on May 21, 2009 in DeRidder, LA as part of a combined tri-parish committee meeting to host a guest speaker.  The parishes included Calcasieu, Beauregard, and Vernon.  Brad Hanson from the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development gave a presentation on the proper plugging and abandonment of water wells, especially domestic wells.

The committee met on June 11, 2009 for their final meeting. Rusty Reeves from the Louisiana Rural Water Association gave a presentation on backflow prevention and cross connection control.  Following the presentation the committee members were presented with certificates of appreciation for their service on the committee.

All visits to significant potential sources of contamination in Calcasieu Parish are complete.  Contingency plans for all water systems in the parish have also been completed.  The model drinking water protection ordinance has been introduced to the mayor of each city and town, and to the president of the police jury.
