Grant Parish

The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality’s Drinking Water Protection Team began work in Grant Parish in December 2007.  Staff members visited with representatives of the local water systems and other government officials to introduce the Drinking Water Protection Program. Grant Parish has fourteen active public community water systems.  There is one surface water system and two water systems that purchase surface water.  The surface water system is the Georgetown Water Supply and the source of drinking water is the Georgetown Reservoir.  Control of road construction sediment and debris from getting into the reservoir has been discussed in previous quarterly reports.  There are eleven ground water systems.

During the last quarter, an Open House was held at the Grant Parish Library in Colfax, LA from 10am-2pm on February 21st, where residents could speak to DWPP staff one on one regarding drinking water protection, as well as obtain educational materials and sign up for the Grant Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee.  A community meeting was held at the community center in Dry Prong, LA at 6:30 pm on February 21st.  There are 19 volunteers signed up for the Grant Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee. The first committee meeting, a training session, was held on March 27, 2008 in Dry Prong.  The Town of Pollock passed the ground water protection ordinance on January 7, 2008.
The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality’s Drinking Water Protection Team continued to meet with the committee on the fourth Thursday of each month to work on protection activities.   Visits to the owners/operators of potential sources of contamination have been completed by the committee, and the members have shown serious interest in setting up an oil recycling facility.  Many parishes already have businesses that accept used oil for recycling, but Grant Parish does not have this type of facility.  Mayor Pace from Dry Prong has been researching how to set up a facility and Tiffani Cravens (LDEQ) contacted the City of Rayne for details on how they set up a used oil recycling station.  Chris Soileau (DHH) received two donated tanks for the project.  Petron has donated a 350-gallon tank with a dike, and also a 1000-gallon tank.    The 1000-gallon tank has been set up in Georgetown and they are awaiting a final permit to begin accepting used oil.  The committee is working with US Filter to arrange for oil pick-up.  The Drinking Water Protection Team and committee members are also working on a location for the second tank.  

Ann Wilson, Superintendent of Environmental Services from the City of Alexandria gave a presentation on recycling of hazardous waste at the July meeting.  Brad Hanson from the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development gave a presentation on properly plugging abandoned water wells at the August meeting. 

No committee meeting was held during the month of September due to recovery activities following Hurricanes Gustav and Ike.  The committee met on October 23, 2008.  Chris Brunson from the Community Resource Group gave a presentation on the Smart About Water Program.  He also served as a committee member.  Following the presentation, awards were given to each committee member in appreciation for their dedicated service to the Grant Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee. 

