Grant Parish

The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality’s Drinking Water Protection Team began work in Grant Parish in December 2007.  Staff members visited with representatives of the local water systems and other government officials to introduce the Drinking Water Protection Program. Grant Parish has fourteen active public community water systems.  There is one surface water system and two water systems that purchase surface water.  The surface water system is the Georgetown Water Supply and the source of drinking water is the Georgetown Reservoir.  There are eleven ground water systems.  

Jesse Means appeared on KALB Alexandria, and Micaela Coner and Jesse Means appeared on KLAX Alexandria on February 19, 2008 to advertise for the upcoming Grant Parish Drinking Water Protection Community meetings.  An Open House was held at the Grant Parish Library in Colfax, LA on February 21st, where residents could speak to DWPP staff one on one regarding drinking water protection, as well as obtain educational materials and sign up for the Grant Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee.  A community meeting was held at the community center in Dry Prong, LA on February 21st.  There are 19 members on the Grant Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee.
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The first committee meeting, a training session, was held on March 27, 2008 in Dry Prong.  Other topics of interest to the committee include: used oil recycling, malfunctioning individual sewage systems, and Big Creek.  Big Creek, which is a source of drinking water for people in both Grant and Rapides Parish, is not meeting the fecal coliform standard necessary to support its designated use for primary contact recreation (swimming).  Reasons cited for this in DEQ’s 2006 Integrated Report are livestock (grazing or feeding operations) and sewage discharges in unsewered areas.  Mr. Fielding discussed how DEQ plans to contract with a professor from ULM to conduct a sampling program to study the sources of the fecal coliform.  Also during this discussion representatives of DEQ’s regional office in Pineville explained how they are currently working on a concentrated inspection process for the Big Creek watershed to be sure there is complete compliance with DEQ’s permitting system in the area.

The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality’s Drinking Water Protection Team continues to meet with the committee on the fourth Thursday of each month to work on protection activities.  Eighty percent of the visits to potential sources of contamination have been completed by the committee, and the members have shown serious interest in setting up an oil recycling facility.  Many parishes already have businesses that accept used oil for recycling, but Grant Parish does not have this type of facility.  Mayor Pace from Dry Prong has been researching how to set up a facility and Tiffani Cravens (LDEQ) contacted the City of Rayne for details on how they set up a used oil recycling station.  Chris Soileau (DHH) received two donated tanks for the project.  Petron has donated a 350-gallon tank with a dike, and also a 1000-gallon tank.  They were picked up by Georgetown city employees and are being stored in Georgetown.  The committee is working with US Filter to arrange for oil pick-up.  

The committee has made several requests for guest speakers for the next few meetings.  The Dry Prong mayor and city council are reviewing the drinking water protection ordinance.   

The Town of Pollock passed the ground water protection ordinance on January 7, 2008.
Jesse Means and Mary Gentry of LDEQ address the Grant Parish Drinking Water Protection Program Community Meeting audience at the community center in Dry Prong, LA on February 21st, 2008.








