Lafayette Parish Drinking Water Protection Program
The Drinking Water Protection Program was designed by the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) to assist Louisiana communities in protecting their drinking water and prevent contamination of drinking water sources.   The goals of the program are to increase public awareness of the importance of protecting drinking water sources and to educate communities on actions they can take to protect it.  As well as focusing on public education and community activism, the program also concentrates on planning and zoning regulations, and contingency planning by the water systems.

Lafayette Parish was selected in 2006 by DEQ to participate in the Drinking Water Protection Program. The DEQ Drinking Water Protection Team visited community water operators and local officials prior to the community meeting, which was held on June 29, 2006 in Lafayette, LA.  The meeting addressed the sources of drinking water in Lafayette Parish, the goals of the program and how residents can participate in protecting their drinking water.  Twenty-three people volunteered to join the Lafayette Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee.  
Lafayette Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee Accomplishments

Since its inception in June of 2006, the Lafayette Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee has worked diligently on efforts to protect drinking water.  There are three tasks DEQ suggests each committee consider:

1. Visit the owners or operators of businesses identified by DEQ as potential sources of contamination within drinking water protection areas (gas stations, dry cleaners, body shops – anyone who uses or stores chemicals or fuels) to educate them on best management practices.  The committee completed 248 visits to businesses within Source Water Protection Areas (a one-mile radius around public supply wells).  Tim Duex, Professor of Geology at the University of Louisiana Lafayette (ULL), recruited his students to conduct the visits for the City of Lafayette and the Town of Youngsville….or they had to write a 10 page paper!  Angie Arnold with the LSU Cooperative Extension Service organized a group of 4-H Club students to visit businesses in the City of Carencro.  

2. Promote public education through distribution of literature, presentations, or use of the media.  To help educate the public at large Mark Pope from the Environmental Division of the Lafayette Parish Consolidated Government participated in a radio show to promote drinking water protection.  Committee members invited the Drinking Water Protection team to give presentations in several Lafayette Parish Schools, nursing homes, and the Lafayette Utilities System operator training session.  In other parishes, the committee developed a list of used oil recyclers and helped promote the establishment of a household hazardous materials recycling day.  Lafayette Parish is a progressive parish – a household hazardous materials recycling day had already been established as well as a very comprehensive recycling guide – the Lafayette Pride Guide.  The guide lists businesses that will accept used oil, antifreeze, batteries, appliances, and construction debris and gives tips on proper disposal of paint and other household chemicals.

To further educate themselves the committee invited several guest speakers to give presentations on topics of interest.  Melvin Landry and Darlene Bernard from the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality gave presentations on nonpoint source pollution and stormwater permitting.  Tony Duplechin from the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources gave a presentation on ground water resources management in Louisiana.  Bill Chaumont from the Louisiana Rural Water Association gave a presentation on backflow prevention/cross connection control.  Bill Schramm from LDEQ and Brad Hanson from the LA Department of Transportation and Development gave a presentation on Louisiana’s Groundwater – Where Will It Come From, Where Will It Go and How Should We Protect It? - Securing Our Economic Future with Public Groundwater Policy.

3. Promote a drinking water protection ordinance.
Drinking Water Protection ordinances were adopted by the Town of Youngsville and the Town of Duson.  The Lafayette Consolidated Government currently has the ordinance in draft form.  If the Lafayette Consolidated Government passes the ordinance it will affect all public water supply wells within Lafayette City limits and all wells in unincorporated areas of the parish, including Lafayette Parish Water Districts North and South and Milton Water System.  

Future Protection Activities
Committee members Tim Duex and Don Broussard are interested in the formation of a Chicot Aquifer Stakeholders Group.  The group would support and advise the Louisiana Ground Water Commission on protecting and preserving this ground water resource.  Participation in this group is the next step for the Drinking Water Protection Committee members to protecting the drinking water not only in Lafayette Parish, but also in surrounding parishes. 

