Vermilion Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee Meeting

November 30, 2004

Meeting called to order.    In attendance:

 
Pat Soulier


Jeff Soulier


Gaulman Gaspard


Margaret Frey


Dale Stelley


Howard Cormier


Tiffani Cravens


Mary Gentry

1.  Thank you and introductions.  LDEQ encouraged committee members to recruit new members.  Ms. Pat mentioned at least one perhaps two new prospects.
2. Discussion of Training Manual –

· Mary Gentry went over the contents of the training manual that explains what the Drinking Water Protection Program is about and defines the role of the Committee.  Ms. Gentry stressed that the Committee belongs to the Committee-members.  She informed the Committee that the three main goals that DEQ would like the Committee to accomplish is visits to potential sources of contamination, promotion of ordinances, and distribution of material.  She told the Committee that the visits to potential sources of contamination would be the primary subject for the next Committee meeting.  
· Ms. Gentry discussed the drinking water protection ordinance that DEQ developed as a model, and mentioned that in Acadia Parish, the ordinance was introduced to the Acadia Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee and they approved of it and are currently trying to get it passed.  The committee is encouraging the Acadia Parish Police Jury (jurisdiction covers all public supply wells outside any municipality’s jurisdiction) and those municipalities with public supply wells within their jurisdiction pass the ordinance. The ordinance has been adopted by Rayne, Church Point, and Iota and is being considered by the other municipalities within the parish as well as the Police Jury.  Ms. Gentry said that the ordinance basically prohibits new facilities that could contaminate a water supply from being built within 1000’ of a public supply well and that since it is a model, the Committee can change it however they want to better fit their community.  Mary Gentry then discussed what is meant by the distribution of material, saying that DEQ has developed various educational materials about protecting drinking water that the Committee can use.  
· Ms. Gentry then went over what the Committee members can do as volunteers.  She said the first thing that can be done is to visit the potential sources of contamination.  She showed the Committee the educational material that is distributed during the visits and showed a script of what can be said during the visits.  Mary Gentry offered the passage of a drinking water protection ordinance as another thing that can be done.  She then showed the Committee the model ordinance, copies of which were included in the training manual, and she stressed the effectiveness of having an ordinance since it is a very good legal mechanism to protect drinking water.  
· Mary Gentry then went over the fact sheets that have been developed under the Drinking Water Protection Program.  Mary Gentry said that the information that the Committee gets to the public should be targeted toward the drinking water protection needs of the community.  She then explained that the basic message of the Drinking Water Protection Program is to tell people where their water comes from, why it’s important to protect, and what they can do to protect it.  She then gave a brief history of the program, starting off with a discussion of the Wellhead Protection Program, moving to the Source Water Assessment Program, and then on to the Drinking Water Protection Program.  She showed the Committee the glossary and media sections of the training manual.  She told about how the media has been used to get the word out, including mailing out information in water bills as well as newspapers and radio.  She discussed the radio and television spots DEQ and Margaret Frey secured for Acadia Parish and for Vermilion Parish.  Ms. Gentry then went back to the media section of the training manual and discussed the sample letterhead and media contacts.  She went over the Earth 911 sheet next.    

3. Discussion of Activities and Progress of Acadia Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee –  Tiffani Cravens (LDEQ) briefly discussed the progress of the Acadia Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee.  She discussed the completion of the Significant Potential Source of Contamination visits and the passage of the ordinance in several communities.  The chairman for the Acadia Parish committee Nick delivered a Public Service Announcement to the public television channel.  There is currently a ‘Used Oil Recycling Guide’ for the parish under construction, and this can be published in the newspapers, handed out, mailed out, etc.  Margaret Frey has organized press releases for distribution to the media regarding concerns of the committee, like best management practices for septic tanks.  We have had special presentations at the request of the committee.  LDEQ secured expert speakers on fluoride and plug and abandonment of domestic wells.  She also noted the City of Rayne constructed their own used oil recycling facility from donated materials.

4. Selection of Committee Chair Members –

Mary Gentry explained to the Committee that a chairman should be selected, as well as any other officer that may be needed.  Tiffani explained again that in Acadia Parish, there is only a chairman, and that DEQ records the minutes.  Jeff Soulier nominated Pat Soulier.  The nomination was seconded and the Committee agreed.  Mrs. Soulier accepted the position.  Mary Gentry informed the Committee that the next meeting would be about the visits to the potential sources of contamination.  She asked what the Committee thought about setting aside a day to complete the visits as a group activity.  No decision was made.
5. Open Discussion –

It was suggested to utilize the Kaplan Library or the Abbeville Library for alternate meeting facilities.  It was also recommended LDEQ attempt to contact Carol Duhon as possible new member.  Add Dale Stelley to membership roster.
6. Tiffani Cravens was to call the Mayor of Abbeville for a possible meeting facility for a January meeting at 6:30.  

7. Meeting adjourned.

