LaSalle Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee
Minutes from Orientation Meeting

October 15, 2009
Jena, LA
In attendance:  Bill Chaumont (LRWA), Shelby Montpelier (Summerville-Rosefield W.S.), Margie Rogers (Tullos Town Hall), Garland McCracken (Grant Parish Police Jury), Chris Soileau (DHH/OPH),  Don Jones (Town of Jena), Ann Wilson (City of Alexandria), James Summers (LSU Ag Center), Mary Gentry (LDEQ), and Tiffani Cravens(LDEQ). 
This meeting was a training session on how to conduct visits to local businesses identified as Significant Potential Sources of Contamination (SPSOC) to educate them on drinking water protection.  Committee members will visit businesses located within one mile of public water supply wells in the parish that may use or store fuels or chemicals to educate them on where their drinking water comes from and what they can do to help protect it.  It is strictly a public relations visit.  The following visit packets were distributed:

Town of Jena (2 packets) – Don Jones

East Jena W.S.  – Don Jones

LaSalle Waterworks District #1 – Chris Soileau

Town of Tullos – Margie Rogers

Town of Urania – Margie Rogers

Whitehall W.S. – Ann Wilson

Town of Olla – ULL Geology Students (working this project in lieu of writing a paper!)
There are still 4 packets remaining, though they will involve very little work since each has one or no SPSOCs identified.  For those that have none it is still a good idea to survey the area for any new businesses that may have opened since the Source Water Assessments were completed between 2000 and 2003.  The remaining system packets are: Belah Fellowship W.S. (1 visit), Manifest-Rhinehart W.S. (0 visits), Nebo W.S. (1 visit), and Rogers Community W.S. (0 visits).

Mary will prepare a press release announcing that committee members will be visiting local businesses to raise awareness of the importance of protecting drinking water.  The LDEQ Communications Section will disperse it to the appropriate media.

The next meeting will be held at the Town of Jena Council Meeting Room on November 19, 2009 at 5:30 PM.  
