Ouachita Parish
The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality’s Drinking Water Protection Team began work in Ouachita Parish in August of 2008.  Staff members visited with representatives of the local water systems and other government officials to introduce the Drinking Water Protection Program. Ouachita Parish has forty-five (45) active public community water systems.  There is one (1) surface water system and five (5) water systems that purchase surface water.  The surface water system is the City of Monroe and the sources of drinking water are the Ouachita River and Bayou Desiard.  There are thirty-six (36) ground water systems, and three (3) systems that purchase ground water.  These numbers may change as the parish adapts a plan for the residents of Ouachita Parish.  All residents on the east side of the river will use surface water, and all residents on the west side of the river will use ground water sources.  The main aquifer for the parish is the Sparta Aquifer. 

A community meeting to introduce the program to the public and solicit volunteers to form a committee was held on October 23, 2008 at the City of West Monroe Council Chambers.  

The committee training meeting was held on December 4, 2008. During this meeting, the Committee came up with a list of drinking water protection issues for the parish.  Each person at the meeting had the opportunity to vote for the topic that they felt was most important.  The results were as follows:

Runoff- NPS urban- 15 votes

Sewage-2 votes

Zoo/sewage- 2 votes

Backflow prevention-1vote

Promiscuous dumping-HHW- 1vote

The Committee decided to focus its efforts on urban runoff and visiting potential sources of contamination located around the water sources for the next meeting.  

On January 22, 2009, Reggie Coleman of DEQ’s Nonpoint Source Pollution Program gave a presentation on nonpoint source pollution to the Ouachita Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee.  The storm drain marker program was then discussed.  In this program, storm drains are marked with medallions which notify the public not to dump chemicals.  Dr. Kevin Baer with ULM said that as part of a project he is working on, he will be organizing a storm drain marker program in the Monroe area and that the he will keep DEQ informed of this work.  Jesse Means of DEQ discussed educational visits to potential sources of contamination, and the committee elected to assist with this work. 

The committee met on February 26, 2009 for a presentation on the model ground water protection ordinance.  The jurisdictions in Ouachita Parish for which this ordinance would apply are the Ouachita Parish Police Jury, the City of West Monroe, and the Town of Sterlington.  The ordinance is currently going through a review process by these entities.  As of this meeting, 139 potential sources had been visited by both Committee members and DEQ.  Various Committee members spoke about their experiences in completing this work.  Also, Dr. Baer mentioned that he was scheduled to do a TV interview during which this work would be discussed.  A discussion of possible avenues that could be taken to educate contractors/construction workers on environmentally friendly work practices was held next, and Micaela Coner of DEQ agreed to work on a contractor education factsheet, implementing committee suggestions.  DEQ will also provide copies of the “Drinking Water Protection, Lawn and Garden” factsheet to committee at the next meeting for distribution to local gardening stores.

The third committee meeting of the quarter was held on March 26th, 2009, at the University of Louisiana Monroe. At the time of the meeting DEQ had begun working with all three of the government entities that have water wells for active public water systems located within their respective jurisdictions (Ouachita Parish Police Jury, Sterlington, and West Monroe).  The lawyers for both the Police Jury and West Monroe were reviewing the ordinance, and Sterlington had received a copy of it as well.  As of the writing of these minutes, all three of these governing bodies have the ordinance on their next meeting’s agenda.  Also, by the meeting time, all of the potential sources had been visited through a combined effort of various Committee members and DEQ. A discussion/review of a factsheet discussing pollution mitigation measures for general contractors was held next.  The Committee reviewed the fact sheet that was designed by LDEQ and provided feedback.  DEQ passed out a best management practices fact sheet concerning lawn and gardens.  The fact sheet gives several ideas on how to reduce the introduction of pollutants from lawn and garden activities.  This includes following the directions when using fertilizers and pesticides and using them sparingly, keeping lawn equipment in good operating condition and utilizing compost piles.  Several Committee members took stacks of these fact sheets to distribute throughout the community.  

The committee held the next meeting on April 30th, 2009.  Ann Wilson with the City of Alexandria gave a presentation on household hazardous materials collection days.  Ann spoke about how they got started, how to conduct a collection day and what she has learned from her hands-on experience.  DEQ provides funding for collection days from the fines collected for certain enforcement actions.  A “Request for Proposals” (RFP) goes out periodically as money becomes available.  Currently DEQ is going over proposals from a previous RFP but another RFP will go out in the future.  The committee expressed interest in putting a collection day together for Ouachita Parish but wants to see one in action first.  The printed fact sheet for construction contractors was handed out for distribution.  Some of the fact sheets were given out to be distributed to ULM’s contractor’s class.  Additionally, the Home Builders Association of Northeast Louisiana will distribute 400 copies as inserts in their next newsletter.    The Committee also discussed distribution of the lawn and garden factsheet.  After some discussion, the Committee decided to suspend meeting until more drinking water protection activities or another event comes up.  If this should occur, DEQ will notify the Committee members of the need to get together again.  For example, Dr. Baer plans to conduct a storm drain marker program next fall.  Committee members were mailed certificates of appreciation for their participation in the program.  

The model ground water well protection ordinance was introduced to the Town of Sterlington, West Monroe, and the Ouachita Parish Police Jury.  The City of West Monroe adopted the ordinance.  The Town of Sterlington declined the ordinance.  The Ouachita Parish Police Jury declined the ordinance due to a statute for Ouachita Parish whereby the Police Jury cannot change a land use without a positive vote from the public.  

All of the visits to potential sources of contamination have been completed through a combined effort of various Committee members and DEQ.

