Rapides Parish

The Drinking Water Protection staff began working in Rapides Parish in January 2007.  They met with representatives from the 20 community public water systems serving Rapides Parish as well as local officials to introduce them to the drinking water protection program and encourage them to participate and attend the community meeting.  The community meeting was held on March 22, 2007 in Alexandria, LA.  In addition to advertisement in local newspapers and on television, the City of Alexandria mailed 30,000 meeting announcements with their February water bill.  Ten people volunteered to join the Drinking Water Protection Committee.  The committee membership later doubled.  

The Rapides Parish Drinking Water Protection committee held its first meeting on May 10, 2007.  It was an orientation meeting to familiarize the committee with their upcoming tasks and solicit their input on important issues in their community.  The committee elected Harlis Bass from the City of Alexandria Water Department to serve as chairman.  Patrice Chenevert from the Alexandria Water Department was elected secretary, and Ann Wilson from the City of Alexandria Laboratory Services was elected as media chair.  A second meeting was held in June to train committee members on how to conduct visits to local businesses identified as potential sources of contamination.  The Drinking Water Protection Team also reviewed the findings of the Source Water Assessments for Rapides Parish water systems.  

Chris Soileau from the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals gave a presentation on cross connection control/backflow prevention at the October 2007 meeting.  Tony Duplechin from the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources gave a presentation on the Louisiana Ground Water Management Plan at the November 2007 meeting.  

Committee members have completed  their visits to local businesses identified as potential sources of contamination to educate the owners and/or operators on how to protect drinking water.  The committee also completed a used oil recyclers list for the parish.  Five-thousand copies of the list were printed by LDEQ.   It will be posted in local newspapers and will be distributed to local businesses who sell motor oil.   The list was also distributed at the City of Alexandria Earth Day and the Household Hazardous Materials Collection Day.

Chris Soileau from the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals gave a presentation on on-site sewage disposal systems management at the January 2008 meeting.  Brad Hanson from the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development gave a presentation on the proper plugging and abandonment of water wells at the February 2008 meeting.  Clyde Holloway from the U.S.D.A. Office of Rural Development gave a presentation on assistance available to rural water systems at the March 2008 meeting.  

An award ceremony was held on April 10, 2008 in the City of Alexandria to recognize the committee members for their service to the community by helping to protect their drinking water.

Drinking Water Protection Team members attended town council meetings at the Town of Glenmora, the Town of Cheneyville, the Town of Lecompte, and the Village of McNary to present the model drinking water protection ordinance for their consideration.  The Town of Lecompte adopted the ordinance in June, 2008.
