Lafayette Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee
Summary of Fifth Meeting

December 7, 2006
Lafayette, LA
In attendance: Bill Chaumont, Allen "Coach" Conque, Glenn Brasseaux, Brian Jason Moresi, Tim Duex, J.L. Richard; John Becht, Stephen Thibodeaux, Jane Caroline McNamara; from LDEQ -  Mary Gentry, Tiffani Cravens, Howard Fielding, Melvin Landry, Darlene Bernard, Kelia Bingham; from LA Dept. of Natural Resources – Tony Duplechin
Guest Speakers
Nonpoint Source Pollution – Melvin Landry, LDEQ

Nonpoint source pollution is a type of water pollution that is not generated from a discrete conveyance, such as a discharge pipe, but is generated during rainfall events.  Nonpoint source pollution is the largest source of water impairment in the nation.  The major sources of nonpoint pollution in Louisiana are home sewage systems, urban runoff, agriculture, forestry, hydromodification (activities affecting natural streamflow), sand and gravel mining, and construction.
The federal Clean Water Act required that the states develop a nonpoint source pollution management plan to reduce and control nonpoint sources of pollution.  Louisiana’s Nonpoint Source Pollution Program is managed by LDEQ and is a collaborative effort that includes many partners with a specific focus, driven by environmental objectives and strong data and science.  The major goal of the program is to educate people about nonpoint source pollution and best management practices that can be implemented to reduce or control it.  LDEQ uses the watershed approach to manage nonpoint pollution, which considers the entire area feeding the point where problems are occurring.

The Vermilion River Watershed is located within the Vermilion/Tech Basin.  The area is comprised of five parishes: St. Landry, Lafayette, St. Martin, Vermilion, and New Iberia.  The Vermilion River Watershed is one of two major watersheds in the Vermilion/Tech Basin; the other is the Bayou Tech Watershed.  The landuse in the Vermilion Watershed is largely agriculture (61%) with the primary crops being sugarcane, soybeans, rice, and beef cattle. Most home sites throughout the watershed are rural, except for urban areas such as Lafayette, Opelousas, and Abbeville.  The amount of urban area continues to expand as smaller town experience growth.  A large problem in urban areas is a high concentration of “floatable” or litter in the river.
The Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) of nonpoint source pollution has been established for the Vermilion River.  This is the maximum amount of nonpoint source pollution the Vermilion River can accept and meet water quality standards.  The TMDL projects that in order to achieve the dissolved oxygen water quality standard necessary for fish and wildlife propagation, manmade nonpoint source pollution must be reduced by 50%.  Low dissolved oxygen is caused by nutrient loading from agriculture runoff, cattle wading and grazing along the river, and numerous “straight pipes” from home sewage treatment systems and storm drains going directly to the river.  In order to meet water quality standards for primary (i.e. swimming) and secondary contact (i.e. boating) recreation, fecal coliform bacteria must be reduced by 88% and 70%, respectively.  Fecal coliform bacteria indicate contamination from cattle grazing and straight pipes from sewage treatment systems.
The Nonpoint Source Implementation Plan for the Vermilion River Watershed was submitted to the U.S. EPA at the end of the year 2002. This document outlines a 5-year management plan to reduce NPS pollutants reaching the waterway. LDEQ intensively samples each watershed in the state once every 5 years to see if the water bodies are meeting water quality standards. The 5-year cyclic sampling began in 1998 in the Vermilion/Teche Basin, which included the Vermilion River and will occur again in 2003, 2008, and 2013. In 2003, LDEQ sample results indicated water quality in the river has improved since 1998. In 2008, LDEQ will sample again in the watershed to see if the waterway has improved as the result of Best Management Plan implementation. If not, LDEQ will revise the NPS Implementation Plan to include additional corrective actions to bring the waterway into compliance. Additional BMPs and or other options will be employed, if necessary, until water quality standards are achieved. The long-term goal is to restore the waterway to its designated uses. The data from 1998 will be considered baseline from which to measure the rate of water quality improvement in samples taken in subsequent years.  A copy of the plan is available at http://nonpoint.deq.louisiana.gov/wqa/WaterShedPlanning.htm
In 1984 the Bayou Vermilion District (BVD) was created in the hopes of improving the water quality and promoting recreational use of the bayou. BVD is unique -- A parish wide agency funded solely by a millage tax from local residents dedicated to improving and maintaining an important natural asset.  In an effort to restore the water quality in the Bayou Vermilion, the BVD has focused on promoting community awareness through a sustained community education campaign.  For more information visit their website at   www.bayouvermilion.org.
Storm Water Permitting – Darlene Bernard, LDEQ
Storm Water is defined as storm water, snowmelt, or surface water runoff and drainage due to precipitation.  The Clean Water Act authorizes EPA and states, when delegated the authority by EPA, to regulate point sources that discharge pollutants into waters of the United States through the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program. So-called "point sources" are generated from a variety of municipal and industrial operations, including treated wastewater, process water, cooling water, and storm water runoff from drainage systems. Surface water discharge permits (including storm water permits) in Louisiana are administered under the Louisiana Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (LPDES) program.  LDEQ became a state delegated to administer the NPDES in August of 1996. The goal of LPDES is to eliminate the discharge of pollutants in storm water that enter Louisiana’s waterways so that they will be fishable and swimmable.
Phase I storm water regulations were developed in 1990 to address storm water discharges associated with industrial activity.  The first permit was issued in 1992.  Facilities regulated under Phase I are subject to storm water effluent limitations guidelines, new source performance standards, or toxic pollutant effluent standards.  They must develop a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), apply for storm water permit coverage, implement the SWPPP, post or file the storm water permit upon receipt, retain the SWPPP for the facility on site at all times, and update the SWPPP for the facility as needed.  The Phase I regulations apply to:

· Medium and large municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s) located in incorporated places or counties with populations of 100,000 or more; 

· Eleven categories of industrial activity that are defined by either the facility's Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) code assigned by the Department of Labor or a general description of the facility’s industrial activities.  They are:

· Facilities with effluent limitations 

· Manufacturing 

· Mineral, Metal, Oil and Gas 

· Hazardous Waste, Treatment, or Disposal Facilities 

· Landfills 

· Recycling Facilities 

· Steam Electric Plants 

· Transportation Facilities 

· Treatment Works (wastewater) – 1.0 mgd or more
· Construction Activity - Construction Activity that disturbs 5 or more acres of land
· Light Industrial Activity 

Phase II storm water regulations were developed in 1993 and added new activities to the Phase I regulations:

· Construction activity including clearing, grading, and excavating that result in land disturbance of equal to or greater than one acre and less than 5 acres

· Small municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s)
Storm Water Management Program Requirements for small MS4s

· Public education and outreach – educational materials, steps the public can take to reduce pollutants in runoff
· Public involvement/participation

· Illicit discharge detection and elimination – implement and enforce program to detect and eliminate illicit discharges to the MS4
· Construction site storm water runoff control – program to reduce pollutants in any storm water runoff to MS4 from construction activities

· Post construction storm water management in new development and redevelopment

· Pollution prevention/good housekeeping for municipal operations – operation and maintenance plan that reduces pollutant runoff

Non-Storm Water Discharges (allowed under small MS4)

· Water line flushing

· Landscape irrigation

· Diverted stream flows

· Rising ground waters

· Uncontaminated ground water infiltration

· Uncontaminated pumped ground water

· Incidental discharges of potable water

· Foundation drains

· Air conditioning condensate

· Irrigation water

· Springs

· Water from crawl space pumps

· Footing drains

· Lawn watering runoff

· Water from residential car washing

Parking lots are not required to have a permit under Phase I or II, but runoff control should be addressed as part of the management plan for the MS4 receiving the storm water flows.

For more information on storm water permits or for a copy of the permit form, call 225-219-3116 or visit www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/tabid/243/Default.aspx.
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on February 1, 2006 at 6:00 PM, either in Lafayette or in Carencro.  Mr. Tony Duplechin for the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources will give a presentation on Louisiana’s Ground Water Management Plan.  The meeting location will be announced in the meeting invitation that goes out approximately two weeks prior to the meeting.
Happy New Year!
