Lafayette Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee
Summary of Sixth Meeting

February 1, 2007
Lafayette, LA
In attendance: Allen "Coach" Conque, Tim Duex, Stephen Thibodeaux, Richard Meche, Shirley Delahoussaye, Robert Carlson, Mark Pope, Karl Waterman; from LDEQ -  Mary Gentry, Tiffani Cravens, from LA Dept. of Natural Resources – Tony Duplechin
Progress Report/General Business
The 4-H students working with Angie Arnold from the LSU Agricultural Center have completed all of their visits to the Carencro businesses.  There are only a few businesses left to be visited in Broussard and the visits for Lafayette Parish will be complete!  The goal is to have all visits completed by April 1, 2007.
The Lafayette Pride Guide, a guide to recycling and properly disposing of waste, has been distributed at 25 – 30 sites around town (about 30,000 were printed).  It is also available online at the Lafayette Consolidated Government (LCG) website at www.lafayettela.gov.  The guide was compiled and printed by the LCG Environmental Quality Division.  The committee might want to consider getting some of this information into local newspapers, such as a short paragraph advertising the guide and the web address, or print sections such as the used oil recycling locations and proper disposal of paint.  It’s very valuable information so the general public needs to know it’s out there.
The Household Chemical Recycling Day in Lafayette is scheduled for March 3, 2007 at UL Cajun Field from 8:00 am – 12:00 PM.

The committee has accomplished a great deal in a short amount of time.  The only other activity LDEQ strongly suggests the committee consider is public education and outreach, especially in the form of press releases.  Samples of articles from other parishes will be provided to the committee for ideas on content.  This is a great way to reach a large audience with your message.
As committee activities begin to wind down LDEQ will be planning an award ceremony to recognize the dedication and accomplishments of the committee.
Guest Speaker
Ground Water Resources Management in Louisiana – Tony Duplechin, LDNR, Office of Conservation, Ground Water Resources Division
The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources Office of Conservation, Ground Water 

Resources Division is responsible for the regulation and management of ground water resources to ensure sustainability of those resources (Act 49 of the 2003 Regular Legislative Session).  The Division evaluates “ground water area of concern” applications and determines if there is significant stress in an area of an aquifer, as a result of but not limited to water decline, saltwater movement, or subsidence. The Division determines the boundaries and the best plan to regulate and manage the ground water resource of the affected area.  An average annual ground water level decline of one foot or more meets the definition of a ground water area of concern.  
The Division is also continuing its work on the development of a statewide ground water resource management program that includes the evaluation of alternative supplies and technologies including the treatment of surface water and reclaimed water.

The Division monitors the ongoing use of aquifers in the state by evaluating the effect on an area prior to the installation of certain water well types. This is accomplished through prior notification to the Division by the well owner of the well’s location and its pumping capacity.  New wells determined to have an adverse impact on the sustainability of an aquifer or a nearby well may be subject to certain restrictions.  Such restrictions could include limiting production, setting well spacing, and requiring metering.  
Owners of certain proposed new water wells are required to submit a notice of intent to drill to the Commissioner of Conservation at least 60 days prior to drilling the well.  A well is defined as any well drilled or constructed for the principal purpose of producing ground water and requires the date the well is to be drilled, the name of the driller, the current owner, the projected location of the well (latitude, longitude), depth of the well, and the well’s casing size to be provided in the notice.

Several well types are exempt from the prior notification requirement, though the same information must be provided after the well completion.  Wells for which notification must be given within 60 days after completion are as follows:  
· Domestic Well – a water well used exclusively to supply the household needs of the owner, lessee, or his family.  Uses may include but are not limited to drinking, cooking, washing, sanitary purposes, lawn and garden watering, and caring for pets.  Domestic wells shall also include wells used on private farms and ranches for the feeding and caring of pets and watering of lawns, excluding livestock, crops, and ponds.

· Replacement Well – a well located within 1,000 feet of the original well and within the same property boundary as the original well, installed within the same aquifer over an equivalent interval with an equivalent pumping rate, and used for the same purpose as the original well.

· Drilling Rig Supply Well – a temporary well used only for the duration of the oil and gas drilling operation at the drilling location where sited for the immediate needs of rig operations.

· Drought Relief Wells (contact the Office for information on these wells).

· All other wells the Commissioner exempts for just cause.

Notice of intent is accomplished by submitting a completed Water Well Notification Form (GWRD-01), along with a well location map.  Forms may be obtained by contacting the Ground Water Resource Division at 225-342-8244.

Special Note: The procedures described above in no way relate to the requirements of the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD).  Water wells must still be registered with DOTD by the water well driller within 30 days after installation.
Currently, there are three Areas of Concern designated for the Sparta Aquifer in north Louisiana.  The aquifer is subject to heavy industrial use in both Louisiana and Arkansas.    Owners of each non-domestic well in the Sparta Aquifer Areas of Concern must submit a monthly report showing the amount of water pumped on a monthly basis and the purpose for which it was used.  An aggressive education program is needed as soon as possible and users of Sparta ground water need to vigorously seek alternative sources of potable water to alleviate excess usage on the Sparta Aquifer.  Usage needs to be reduced by 18 million gallons of water per day to maintain balance in the Sparta Aquifer.  A water re-use pilot project is currently underway at Graphic Packaging in West Monroe.

The Chicot Aquifer has also experience water level declines, though the Sabine River Diversion Canal and distribution system in Calcasieu Parish has lessened the dependency on the Chicot Aquifer by large industries in the area.  However, the average annual ground water level decline in the Chicot aquifer does meet the definition of an area of concern (one foot or more) and the Office of Conservation can be petitioned for that designation. 

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on March 15, 2007 at 6:00 PM at the Lafayette Airport.  Committee members are encouraged to review the enclosed press releases prior to the meeting and suggest possible public education topics at the meeting.   
