Lafayette Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee
Summary of Sixth Meeting

March, 2007
Carencro, LA
In attendance: Tim Duex, Shirley Delahoussaye, J.L. Richard, Jane C. McNamara, Yenter Tu, Haywood Martin, Bill O’Connell, Brian Jason Moresi, Bill Chaumont, Glenn Brasseaux, from LDEQ -  Mary Gentry, Tiffani Cravens, Howard Fielding
Progress Report/General Business
Mr. Bill Chaumont of the Louisiana Rural Water Association introduced a guest, Mr. Bill O’Connell from the National Rural Water Association.  The committee also welcomed a new member, Mr. Haywood Martin.

There are only 8 businesses left to be visited in Broussard and the visits for Lafayette Parish will be complete!  The goal is to have all visits completed by April 1, 2007.
Mary Gentry and Howard Fielding of LDEQ met with Don Broussard of LUS, Terry Huval (director of utilities), and Mayor-President Joey Durel regarding the adoption of the drinking water protection ordinance.  They are now meeting with the city attorneys to discuss moving forward with the ordinance.  If Lafayette Consolidated Government passes the ordinance it will affect all public water supply wells within Lafayette City limits and all wells in unincorporated areas, including Lafayette Parish Water Districts North and South and Milton Water System.

Councilman Richard of Carencro expressed concern about gravel pits in the Carencro area and their potential impacts to ground water, especially their depths.  Currently, there are no state regulations in place to limit the depth or location of these pits.  It was suggested that anyone concerned about this issue contact the Department of Natural Resources.  While they do not regulate the pits, sand and gravel are considered to be “minerals” and therefore a natural resource.  It’s important to remember that the model drinking water protection ordinance prohibits sand and gravel pits from locating within 1000 feet of public water supply wells (existing pits are grandfathered) so the potential exists for some regulation at the local level.  Also, a local government can choose to add a depth restriction to the ordinance if they wish.

The Household Chemical Recycling Day in Lafayette was held in March 3, 2007 at UL Cajun Field from 8:00 am – 12:00 PM.  32.24 tons of hazardous waste and 8.27 tons of electronics were collected.  The consolidated government is considering a cost-share plan with other communities in Lafayette Parish so that those residents may take advantage of recycling opportunities.
LDEQ strongly suggests the committee consider public education and outreach, especially in the form of press releases.  Samples of articles from other parishes were provided to the committee for ideas on content.  This is a great way to reach a large audience.  It was also suggested that the committee choose a media chairperson who would be responsible for getting the information out to the appropriate media.  Jane McNamara suggested Mark Pope of the Lafayette Consolidated Government Environmental Division would be a good candidate for this job and the committee agreed.
The Lafayette Pride Guide, a guide to recycling and properly disposing of waste, has been updated and is available online at the Lafayette Consolidated Government (LCG) website at www.lafayettela.gov.  The guide was compiled and printed by the LCG Environmental Quality Division.  The committee might want to consider getting some of this information into local newspapers, such as a short paragraph advertising the guide and the web address, or print sections such as the used oil recycling locations and proper disposal of paint.  It’s very valuable information so the general public needs to know it’s out there.

As committee activities begin to wind down LDEQ will be planning an award ceremony to recognize the dedication and accomplishments of the committee.
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on April 19, 2007 at 6:00 PM at the Carencro City Hall Council Room.  Mr. Bill Chaumont from the Louisiana Rural Water Association will show a video and give a presentation on cross connection control and pressure relief valves on residential water heaters.  Committee members are encouraged to invite anyone who may be interested in these topics to attend.   
