Lafayette Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee
Summary of Visits to Local Businesses Meeting

September 7, 2006
Lafayette, LA
In attendance: Bill Chaumont, Allen "Coach" Conque, Bruce Davidson, Tim Duex, Carrol Duplechin, Yenter Tu, Karl Waterman, Toni Dronet, Brian Jason Moresi, Angela Arnold; from LDEQ -  Mary Gentry, Tiffani Cravens
Mary Gentry and Tiffani Cravens from DEQ gave a presentation on how to conduct visits to local businesses to educate them on drinking water protection.  The basic steps are
· inform the owner/operator of the business that they are near a public water supply well

· explain that it’s important to continue operating in an environmentally responsible manner to keep the water supply safe (a sample script is in the training manual and in each packet)

· Provide them with the handout materials (How to Protect Drinking Water in Business, Top 10 Tips, SPSOC Control Contacts, window decal)

It is also important to track changes as new businesses may have opened up while others may have closed down since the assessments were completed.

The number of businesses or facilities considered to be significant potential sources of contamination (SPSOCs) for each water system that can be visited (i.e. are manned, for example, sewer left stations and cemeteries are unmanned) based on the assessments completed from 2000 to 2003 are:

Broussard – 32*


Carencro – 30


Duson – 0


Lafayette – 153*


Lafayette Parish Water District North – 3


Lafayette Parish Water District South – 9


Milton W.S. – 12


Youngsville - 6

*New wells have been drilled since the assessment and new SPSOCs will be added.

The most prevalent potential sources of contamination found in protection areas for community water systems in Lafayette Parish were above ground storage tanks, auto/boat/small engine repair shops, sewer lift stations, underground storage tanks (gas stations), and on-site sewer treatment plants.
The most threatening potential sources of contamination are the five most commonly found high-risk potential sources found within 1000 feet of community wells in the parish.  These are above ground storage tanks, underground storage tanks (gas stations), auto body shops, inactive underground storage tanks (abandoned gas stations), and dry cleaners.  These types of facilities were ranked as a high risk because there are documented cases that they have caused ground water contamination and public supply well contamination in the past.  It does NOT mean that they will be a problem in Lafayette Parish, especially with proper management.

The visit packets containing the maps of the protection areas, list of potential sources of contamination, and handouts were distributed.  The following committee members have the packets:

Broussard – Brian Jason Moresi


Carencro – Angie Arnold


Duson – Tim Duex

Lafayette (5 packets) – Tim Duex


Lafayette Parish Water District North – Bruce Davidson


Lafayette Parish Water District South – Karl Waterman


Milton W.S. – Angie Arnold


Youngsville – Tim Duex

Tim Duex is a Professor of Geology at the University of Louisiana Lafayette (ULL) and will be recruiting his students to conduct the visits for Lafayette and Youngsville….or they will have to write a 10 page paper!  Way to go Dr. Duex!  They will also survey Duson to determine if any SPSOCs have opened up in the protection area.

It was suggested that it is easiest to conduct these visits in pairs or even in 3’s, especially in heavily populated areas such as Lafayette where driving and reading a map at the same time is challenging at best.

Mr. Carrol Duplechin offered to host the next meeting at the Lafayette Parish Water District North office on October 5, 2006.  This meeting will be a discussion on the progress of the local visits and an introduction to the Drinking Water Protection Ordinance.  A copy of the ordinance is found under the “References” section.
