Vermilion Parish Program Updates

· The Vermilion Parish Drinking Water Protection Community Meeting was held in Kaplan, LA on October 21, 2004.  Thirteen attendees signed up to join the Vermilion Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee.

· The committee elected Mrs. Patricia Soulier of North Vermilion Waterworks District #1 to chair the committee.

· The Vermilion Parish Police Jury, the Town of Gueydan, the Town of Delcambre, the Town of Kaplan, the Town of Erath, the Village of Maurice, and the City of Abbeville adopted drinking water protection ordinances to protect the public supply wells within their jurisdictions.  All community public water supply wells in Vermilion Parish are protected by an ordinance!
· The committee visited local businesses identified as potential sources of contamination to the public water supply wells in the parish.  They spoke to the owners and gave them educational brochures on best management practices they can use to keep the water supply safe.  They also gave the business owners Drinking Water Protection Partner decals to post in their doors or windows to show their participation in the program.  Look for them in businesses near you!

· The committee elected Claudette Broussard as Secretary of the committee.
· As of April 2005, the committee membership grew to 25.
· The City of Abbeville recognized 4-H Club members Brandi Hebert and Victoria LeBlanc at the May 3, 2005 City Council meeting for their assistance in visiting owners of local businesses to educate them on how to protect their drinking water.  Congratulations on a job well done!
· Claudette Broussard sent a letter to the Abbeville Meridional newspaper thanking all business owners for participating in the visits by the committee.
· The Drinking Water Protection Committee has developed a list of used oil recycling centers in the parish.

· An award ceremony was held on September 15, 2005 at the Vermilion Parish Courthouse to recognize the committee members for their outstanding efforts in protecting drinking water.  A meal was provided by the DEQ Drinking Water Proection Team and was prepared by Tiffani Cravens.  The Vermilion Parish Drinking Water Protection Committee is as follows:
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Congratulations Vermilion Parish!
