Vernon Parish

The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality’s Drinking Water Protection Team began work in Vernon Parish in January 2009.  Staff members visited with representatives of the local water systems and other government officials to introduce the Drinking Water Protection Program. Vernon Parish has sixteen active public community water systems.  All of the systems are ground water systems.  One system is a purchasing system and three of the sixteen systems serve the U.S. Army Joint Readiness Training Center and Fort Polk.  A community meeting to introduce the program to the public and solicit volunteers to form a committee was held on February 19, 2009.  Nine people attended the meeting and seven people volunteered to join the committee.  

The committee met on March 19, 2009 for an orientation and a training session on how to conduct visits to the owners and/or operators of significant potential sources of contamination.  The committee added seven new members.

The committee met on April 16, 2009 for a presentation on the model ground water protection ordinance.   They also discussed their progress on visits to significant potential sources of contamination (SPSOC).  

The committee met on May 21, 2009 in DeRidder, LA as part of a combined tri-parish committee meeting to host a guest speaker.  The parishes included Calcasieu, Beauregard, and Vernon.  Brad Hanson from the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development gave a presentation on the proper plugging and abandonment of water wells, especially domestic wells.

The committee met on June 18, 2009 to discuss progress on SPSOC visits and passage of the drinking water protection ordinance.  They also discussed the development of a used oil recyclers list for the parish.  Once completed, the list will be published in newspapers and will be distributed to local businesses who sell motor oil.  It will also be distributed at the annual household hazardous materials collection day.  The committee also discussed inviting guest speakers to give presentations on topics of interest.  These include nonpoint source pollution with emphasis on forestry best management practices and cross connection control/backflow prevention.

