
Gulf of Mexico Alliance Regional Partnership Projects deadline June 15


The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Gulf of Mexico Program Office, is currently accepting proposals for Gulf of Mexico Alliance Regional Partnership Projects. The deadline for submissions is 5 p.m. June 15. 

An estimated $3 million will be distributed to approximately 10 to 50 cooperative agreements to eligible applicants. Eligible projects are those that improve the health of the Gulf of Mexico by addressing improved water quality and public health, priority coastal habitat conservation and restoration, more effective coastal environmental education, improved ecosystems integration and assessment, strategic nutrient reductions, and coastal community resilience. Projects must actively involve stakeholders and focus on support and implementation of the Gulf of Mexico Alliance Governors’ Action Plan II for Healthy and Resilient Coasts. For more information go to:  http://www2.nos.noaa.gov/gomex/action_plan2/welcome.html.

The EPA Gulf of Mexico Program’s mission is to protect, restore, and enhance the coastal and marine waters of the Gulf and its natural habitats; to sustain living resources; to protect human health and the food supply; and to ensure the long-term use of the Gulf shores, beaches, and waters. To carry out the GMP mission, EPA must continue to develop and maintain a partnership of State and Federal agencies, local governments, academia, regional business and industry, agricultural and environmental organizations, and individual citizens and communities that effectively addresses the complex ecological problems that cross State, Federal, and international jurisdictions and boundaries.

EPA and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration are co-leads of a Federal Workgroup of thirteen federal agencies committed to supporting the Gulf of Mexico Alliance, a partnership formed by the five Gulf State Governors. The Gulf of Mexico Program is the lead for EPA and is issuing this Request for Proposals seeking proposals to strengthen and support the Alliance Regional Partnership.  For information on how to apply go to: http://www.epa.gov/gmpo/pdf/gma-rpp-2009-rfp.pdf

EPA is working with the states and other partners to support attainment of environmental and health goals that align with the Governors' Action Plan II for Healthy and Resilient Coasts which follows the successes of the first Action Plan released in March 2006. For more information on the Governors’ Action Plan go to http://www2.nos.noaa.gov/gomex/.

Action Plan II is intended to be a farther-reaching, five-year regional plan that addresses specific issues and projects which will result in a healthier Gulf of Mexico ecosystem and economy with a vision toward healthy and resilient coasts and communities in the Gulf of Mexico.

