MONROE USESBIODIESELTOPROTECT

DEQ

s more and more people become enlightened to
environmental issues, we see leaders step up to

make an effort to reduce emissions from a vari-
ety of sources. An example would be the Monroe Tran-
sit System which is committed to lowering the amount
of emissions from city vehicles and reducing carbon
emissions now and in the future. All of the vehicles in
the Monroe Transit System use biodiesel, most of them
at a 20 percent blend.

Monroe began using a biodiesel blend in their busses
in 2005. The city started using a 5 percent blend and
has worked its way up to the current 20 percent blend.
All of the city-owned, diesel-operated vehicles run on
the 20 percent blend and all city tanks dispense biod-
iesel.

This is one of Monroe Transit’s biodiesel buses.

AND IMPROVE THEIR AIR QUALITY

All vehicles received after 2007 have a particulate die-
sel filter that reduces the amount of pollutants emitted
from the vehicles.

Monroe is committed to purchase environmentally
friendly vehicles for any new additions, said Valerie
McElhose, Monroe Transit General Manager.. The city
is expecting delivery of a new hybrid bus in April. The
new bus will run on biodiesel and electricity. The city
also just received delivery of a new hybrid automobile.

“We are truly committed to improving the quality of life
in our community,” McElhose said. “As the transit pro-
vider, we feel it is our responsibility to lead the way
in protecting and preserving the quality of the air we
breathe.”
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