Clean Air Mercury Rule (CAMR)
Promulgated: 

May 18, 2005

Citations:

Amended 40 CFR 60 Subpart Da (note significant renumbering)
Model rule: 40 CFR 60 Subpart HHHH
Amended 40 CFR 72 & 75 (Acid Rain)

Affected sources: 
Coal-fired electric utility steam generating units (EGUs)

Synopsis:

CAMR is the first-ever federal rule to permanently cap and reduce Hg emissions from coal-fired power plants.  This rule makes the U.S. the first country in the world to regulate Hg emissions from such facilities.  When fully implemented, these rules will reduce nationwide utility emissions of Hg from 48 tons to 15 tons per year, a reduction of nearly 70%.
CAMR will be implemented in two phases.  The first phase cap is at 38 tons. Emissions will be reduced by taking advantage of “co-benefit” reductions – that is, Hg reductions achieved by reducing SO2 and NOX emissions under EPA’s Clean Air Interstate Rule (CAIR).  In the second phase, due in 2018, coal-fired power plants will be subject to a second cap, which will reduce emissions to 15 tons annually upon full implementation.  Additionally, new coal-fired boilers (“new” means construction starting on or after January 30, 2004) will have to meet stringent new source performance standards in addition to being subject to the caps.

CAMR establishes a market-based cap-and-trade system for mercury that is based on EPA’s Acid Rain Program.  In the rule, EPA has assigned each state an emissions “budget” for Hg, and each state must submit a SIP revision detailing how it will meet its budget for reducing Hg from coal-fired power plants.  The state emission budgets are permanent, regardless of growth in the electric sector.
Hg Budget permits:
Issued and renewed according to Title V regulations.
Hg Budget permits will identify the facility and each Hg Budget unit (coal-fired boiler), as well as the standard requirements under §60.4106.  Each permit is deemed to incorporate automatically the definitions of terms under §60.4102 and, upon recordation by the Administrator, every allocation, transfer, or deduction of a Hg allowance to or from the compliance account of the Hg Budget source.

	Budgets (TPY)*:
	2010-2017
	2018 and thereafter

	
	
	

	
	0.601
	0.237


*LDEQ must establish a separate new unit set-aside for each control period.  *Each set-aside will be allocated allowances equal to 5% for a control period *in 2010-2014, and 3% for a control period in 2015 and thereafter.
Key dates:

October 31, 2006 
Hg allowance allocations for 2010-2014 due to EPA

July 1, 2008-

Hg Budget permit applications due (States have some January 1, 2010 
leeway)

January 1, 2009 
MRR & QA of Hg emissions begins

