SWRR II Recycling/General Subgroup Meeting Summary
2/28/2012

Meeting began at approximately 1:30 pm in Room 1051 (Secretary's conference room).  The Acadiana Regional Office (ARO) participated in the meeting via conference call.
The meeting began with a discussion of the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry’s (LDAF) Best Management Practice Plans (BMP) and how DEQ works with them.  Mr. Stegall of LDAF was present.  Topics discussed include the following:
· LDAF is willing to accommodate DEQ concerns with any issued or proposed BMPs.
· LDAF BMP’s can be modified and reissued if needed.
· DEQ Inspection Division representatives affirmed that LDAF does cooperate on developing BMPs when needed to be more environmentally protective.  
· DEQ representatives reiterated a concern that BMPs (or the cover letter) should inform facilities of other potential environmental compliance obligations.
· DEQ Inspection Division representatives provided a short written list of requirements that should be included in BMPs.
· Concerns were expressed that a BMP may not be adequately protective in all cases - like burying vegetative waste could potentially impact aquifers.
· There is no 'public notice' of BMPs before or after their issuance.
· BMPs are not 'permits' but are often viewed as such by facilities.  
· DEQ most often becomes informed of BMP issuance after the fact (copies to DEQ and regional offices).
· BMPs do not have standard language - very site specific.
· Typically DEQ does not review BMPs before or after issuance unless a problem (complaint) arises.
· Regardless of BMP coverage, every facility is responsible to know and comply with applicable environmental regulations.  
· Though DEQ cannot 'enforce' BMPs, DEQ retains enforcement jurisdiction when a facility does not follow its BMP (material reverts to un-exempt, regulated waste), or when BMP-covered activities create nuisances or release pollutants to air/water/groundwater, or when a material becomes ineligible for BMP coverage (a mix containing regulated solid waste becomes regulated solid waste).
· It was suggested that local governments should be notified when a facility gets an approved BMP.

The next discussion was a proposal to exempt yard trash from the solid waste regulations under 303.  Topics discussed include the following:

· DEQ Inspection Division representatives strongly maintain that there is no need to exempt 'tree-trimmer' material from solid waste because the current procedure of referring them to LDAF for a BMP serves regulatory purposes well enough.  A BMP costs nothing and LDAF is easy to work with.  Tree-trimmer material should still be viewed as solid waste from point-of-generation (home site) through point-of-disposal unless segregated on-site before transport or exempted by BMP coverage.
· Concerns were expressed that the written law should be fair and recognize historic value in recovered materials, especially those no different from harvested virgin raw materials.  A tree-trimmer, therefore, who transports material to an off-site location for segregation and processing should not come under regulation until he generates a waste destined for disposal - thereafter he has waste management responsibilities and choices.  
· Those present seemed to agree that 'products' lying around unsold for too long can be considered waste.

Other issues discussed include the following:
· The proposed clarifications to 315.O, 315.B, 401.A, and 505.D are still worthwhile to pursue.
· Discussion on proposed changes to 305.A.8 (wood waste facilities) will be deferred to our next meeting.
· Since it appeared that there was little consensus on exempting yard trash from solid waste, there is little left for the Recycling Subgroup to discuss.
· Since the General and Recycling Subgroups are now combined there are some issues that need to be discussed by the General Subgroup.
                          


