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Meeting began at approximately 1:30 pm in Manchac/Mobile conference room.  Inspectors from the Acadiana Regional Office (ARO) participated by telephone.
Pat Devillier presented a summary of his discussion with Assistant Secretary Sam Phillips of the Office of Environmental Services.  Assistant Secretary Phillips expects the following:
· A list of recycling initiatives the Department can realistically pursue through regulatory change (remove hindrances? add allowances or incentives? anything dependent on imposing fees may be hard to approve).
· Research into what other states are doing successfully.
· Options for any initiatives pursued.
· Pursue Option 1, specified below, in any case because BMPs frequently apply to more materials than 'tree material'.  Two viewpoints have emerged from the Recycling Subgroup on how best to encourage environmentally sound recycling of vegetative material: 1) Don't change any regulations - work on improving BMPs in cooperation with LDAF so environmental concerns are fully addressed at BMP-covered facilities, and 2) Change the regulations to allow exemptions for 'waste' materials managed in similar ways as analogous virgin materials so no plans or permits are required or applicable regulations triggered until 'waste' is truly being generated.
Other issues discussed include the following:
· The proposed revision to LAC 33:VII.305.A.8 (woodwaste facilities) and a totally new proposal to exempt yard trash processing facilities, with similar conditions for waste residue disposal on generator-owned property.  
· A comment was made that the Recycling Subgroup has spent seven meetings discussing one issue (too many?).  Though the recycle and general workgroups have been combined, vegetative matter has historically been a 'thorny' issue requiring more time to hear out and examine all concerns.
