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	Meeting began at approximately 9:30am in the Mobile/Manchac Room (DEQ conference center).

	Our next meeting will be Thursday, January 12, 2012 at 1:30pm in the Mobile/Manchac Room.

	

	Mr. Cheatham of the Recycling Foundation (RF), now owned by IESI, joined the subgroup to discuss recycling markets, hindrances to recycling, improving collection, and emerging end-uses for recycled products.  

The following are some of the comments or observations made:

· Markets can fluctuate greatly.  In 2008, market prices dropped precipitously in one day: $175/ton of paper fell to $25/ton, and plastics from 24 cents/lb to around 1 cent/lb.

	· Markets affect people who are not informed of market fluctations - they gather materials because 'prices are high', only to get stuck with materials that don't sell like they presumed.

	· Major hindrance to recycling;  low tipping fees at landfills.  Florida, for example, charges $60 to 70 per ton, but LA charges between $20 - 32 per ton.  A recycling service cannot pitch savings if tipping fees are so low.

	· Another hindrance to recycling is the perception that recycling service should be free.  There are no fortunes in recycled materials.

	· Finished goods manufacturers have greatly improved their ability to accept 'dirty' recyclable product streams.  RF receives a mixed stream which they separate at the facility by machine, and hence each stream is slightly contaminated with other materials (cans in paper, paper in plastics, etc.)

	· Major markets in LA (for paper) are IP, Campti, and Pratt Industries, Shreveport.

	· LA ports (BR & NO) are too expensive to ship recyclables through; RF transports to Mobile, AL and Houston, TX for shipping.  Intrastate shipping charges are higher than interstate (cheaper to send freight to Dallas than Shreveport).
· Is it possible to exempt recyclable materials from transport or port fees in LA?

	· New end-use application:  a facility in Pearl River is trying to develop a market for ground recycled glass (cullet) as blast media.  This has potential because ordinary crystalline sand breaks up easily (dust producer) whereas glass is vitrified (less dust).  This facility may be eligible for recycle tax credits on equipment.

	· RF products are exceptionally clean.  RF bids on collection contracts whenever possible.

	· Legislative mandates to recycle are difficult to enforce.  Communities might say “we can't recycle because no one offers the service” and yet they won't let out a contract for bid.

	· Apartment recycle collection used to be mandatory for a very short time (1 year?), but that proved problematic because the 8-yard collection bins frequently became contaminated with non-recyclable waste 'dumped' into them.  RF cannot service apartment complexes because of the difficulty/expense of inspecting loads and segregating out non-recyclable material.  Individual residence bins are much easier to inspect/reject before collection.

	· RF is developing commercial recycling (mostly office paper) and already services some government buildings.

	· What about recycling at schools?  There is a need to advocate recycling to each school district board.  Some districts recycle (Zachary) because individual schools take the initiative.  Some schools are understandably preoccupied  with meeting education goals, and may not be prepared to implement recycling programs.  Perhaps someone needs to approach BESE about promoting recycling programs in schools state wide?

	· What about styrofoam recycling?  Too difficult to separate out from single stream collection.  It breaks apart too easily and contaminates the other separated streams.

	· Collection trucks are expensive;  RF collection trucks do not need transporter registration.

	· Alexandria, Jefferson Parish, and Lake Charles do NOT have curbside recycling programs (no contracts); there are no contracts because people don’t recycle and people don’t recycle because there are not contracts.

	· RF has 2 weeks of storage capacity, so speculative accumulation never becomes a problem for them.

	· What about mandating deposits on recyclable containers ('bottle bills')?  They have little impact on litter problem, and they actually hurt recycling companies like RF when these materials are diverted from single stream collection by those persons/organizations working to collect deposit money.

	· Recycling in rural areas is difficult.  Many folks do not even subscribe to garbage pick-up service.  Contracts can overlap - one neighborhood can have three different service providers passing on different days.

	· Wal-mart has made a corporate commitment to be a zero-waste facility by 2020.  A certain company with a Wal-mart contract for picking up 'expired' fruits/vegetables for recycling contacted DEQ about composting facilities in LA (which currently has no permitted commercial composting facilities).  The closest facility they know of is in Mississippi.  Expired vegetable and meat products from retail/wholesale markets are not agricultural wastes (therefore not regulated by LDAF).

	

	

	The subgroup agreed to discuss the wood waste management proposal during the next meeting on January 12, 2012.



