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Section 303 (d) List of Impaired Waterbodies

The Department of Environmental Quality, Office of Water Resources gives notice of the
availability of the final list of impaired waterbodies (hereinafter referred to as “the 303 (d) list” or
“the list”).  The list has been submitted to the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) for approval as required by the Clean Water Act.  

The final list differs from the draft list that was publicly noticed on April 3, 1998 in several
aspects.  First, due to comments received concerning metals data (ambient water quality data), the
Office re-evaluated the overall use support of waterbodies in light of that database.  As a result,
eighteen waterbody subsegments were added to the list due to exceedances of metals criteria. 
Second, two subsegments were added to the list due to new mercury-related fish consumption
advisories.  Third, some minor changes to the “suspected causes” category of the list were made. 
These changes related to the metals assessment discussed above, the hypoxic zone in the Gulf of
Mexico, and a new fish consumption advisory on Bayou Plaquemine Brule.

The final 303(d) list, as well as all related documents referred to above, are available for
inspection and copying from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, at the Department 
of Environmental Quality, Office of Water Resources, 7290 Bluebonnet Boulevard, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana.  Copies will be provided for a nominal fee.  Contact Mr. Albert Hindrichs, DEQ Office
of Water Resources, P.O. Box 82215, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70884-2215; telephone number
(504)765-0511.
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