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ORIGINAL

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

PUBLIC HEARING AND REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
ON A PROPOSED PART 70 PERMIT MODIFICATION, A
PREVENTION OF SIGNIFICANT DETERIORATION (P5D)
PERMIT MODIFICATION, AN ACID RAIN PERMIT
MODIFICATION, & THE ASSOCIATED ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT STATEMENT (EAS) LOUISIANA

GENERATING, LLC, BIG CAJUN II UNIT 4

Agency Interest ({(AI) No. 38867, 2260-00012-VI,
PER20060002

Agency Interest (AI) No. 38867, PSD-LA-677(—1),
PER20060003

Agency Interest (AI) No. 38867, 2260-00012-IV3,
PER20060004

The public hearing in the above titled
matter was taken at the Pointe Coupee Parish
Courthouse Annex, Pointe Coupee Parish Police
Jury Meeting Room, 160 East Main Street, New
Roads, Louisiana, beginning at 6:02Z2 p.m. on

January 18, 2007.

BEFORE: Mark LaCour, Certified Stenomask

Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana

[h:ZlHd e NYT L002

$30 - 030

ASSOCIATED REPORTERS, INC.
Mark LaCour, C.C.R.
(225) 216-2036
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DEQ Public Hearing January 18, 2007
New Roads, LA

| . 1 HEAZRTING
2 MR. SMITH:
3 Good evening. Let the record
4 reflect that the time is 6:02 p.m. My
5 name is O0.C. Smith, III. I am employed
6 with the Louisiana Department of

I
7 Environmental Quality. I will be
8 serving as the hearing officer this
9 evening, Thursday January 18, 2007.
10 This hearing is scheduled to

! 11 accept public comments concerning a

- 12 Proposed Part 70 Air Operating Permit
13 Modification, a Proposed Prevention of

. 14 Significant Detericration (PSD} Permit

15 Modification, and a Proposed Acid Rain
16 Permit Modification and the Associated

| 17 Environmental Assessment Statement

' 18 (EAS), hereafter referred to as the
19 Proposed Part 70 Air, PSD and Acid Rain
20 Permit Modifications and the Associated
21 EAS or the Proposed Permit Modifications
22 and the Associated EAS for Louisiana
23 Generating, LLC, Big Cajun II Unit four,
24 211 Telly Street, New Roads, Louisiana
25 70760. Agency Interest Number 38867,

ASSOCIATED REPORTERS, INC.
Mark LaCour, C.C.R.
(225) 216-2036
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New Roads, LA

Permit Numbers 2260-00012-Vv1, PSD-LA-677
(M—1)and 2260-00012-1IV3 and
corresponding Activity Tracking Numbers
PER20060002, PER20060003 and
PER20060004. The facility is located at
9951 Cajun 2 Road {(Hwy 981) near New
Roads, Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana.

Louisiana Generation, LLC,
proposes to expand Big Cajun I1 Power
Plant by constructing and coperating a
new pulverized coal boiler, Boiler
number 4 (2B2) -- excuse me, (2B4), that
will be capable of using both low-
sulfur, Powder River Basin (PRB}, sub-
bituminous coal and high sulfur
bituminous coal as fuel. Additional
material handling capabilities,
including fuel delivery, fuel
conveyance, ash handling, limestone
handling and gypsum handling facilities
will also be installed as part of these
modifications.

The EAS submitted by the applicant
addresses avoidance of potential and

real environmental effects, balancing of

ASSOCIATED REPORTERS, INC.
Mark LaCour, C.C.R.
(225) 216-2036
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sccial and economic benefits against
environmental impact costs and
alternative sites, projects, and
mitigative measures.

The Hearing is not being conducted
in a gquestion and answer format. Please
remember that the purpose of this public
hearing is for DEQ to receive your
comments concerning the Proposed Part 70
Alr, PSD, and Acid Rain Permit
Modifications and the Associated EAS.

This hearing is to provide all
individuals a chance to be heard
regardless of their position on the
Proposed Permit Modifications and the
Associated EAS.

Courteous behavior is expected of
everyone at all times. You may speak in
support of, in opposition te, the
Proposed Permit Modifications and the
Associated EAS; or simply to provide
additional information. BAll interested
persons will be given a reasonable
opportunity to comment, unless testimony

is not related to the purpose of the

ASSOCIATED REPORTERS, INC.
Mark LaCour, C.C.R.
(225)216-2036
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hearing. Your comments will be

evaluated and addressed in the
Department’s written response.

A Public Notice advertising this
public hearing and request for public
comment on the Proposed Part 70 Air,
PSD, and Rcid Rain Permit Modifications
and the Associated EAS was published on
the Thursday, December 14, 2006 in The
Pointe Coupee Banner, New Roads,
Louisiana and also in The Advocate,
Baton Rouge, Loulisiana.

A copy of the material associated
with the Proposed Permit Modifications
and the Associated EAS is available for
inspection and review at the LDEQ,
Public Records Center, Room 127, 602
North 5% Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Viewing hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., Monday through Friday except
holidays.

The available information can also
be accessed electronically on the
Electronic Document Management System

(EDMS) on the DEQ public website at
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www.deg.louisiana.gov.

An additional copy is available
for review at the Pointe Coupee Parish
Library, 201 Claiborne Street, New
Roads, Louisiana 70760-3403.

In addition, on December 11, 2006,
coples of the Public Notice announcing
this Public Hearing were mailed to
individuals who have requested to be
placed on the mailing list maintained by
the O0ffice of Environmental Services,

in accordance with Louisiana
Administrative Code, Title 33, Part III,
Section H531A.3.¢c, comments received by
12:30 p.m., Monday, January 22, 2007,
will be considered prior to a final
decision. All comments received by
12:30 p.m., Monday, January 22, 2007
shall be retained by the Department and
considered in determining whether to
issue or deny the Proposed Permit
Modifications.

Written comments on the Proposed
Permit Modifications and the Associated

EAS may be submitted to Ms. Soumaya, S-
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Mark LaCour, C.C.R.
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0-U-M-A-Y-A, Ghosn, G~-H-0-35-N, LDEQ-OES,
Environmental Assistance Division, P.O.

Box 4313, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-

4313.

Under Louisiana Revised Statutes
Title 30 Section, 2017, as revised by
the legislature in the 2004 session, the
Department i1s required to follow the
following order with the provision that
the presiding officer may give
preference to a public official to speak
at any time during the hearing.

However, any time limit set for citizen
testimony shall apply to public
officials.

The Department must provide up to
30 minutes to the permit applicant for
an introductory presentation.
Thereafter, preference for speaking up
to one hour is given as follows:

For the first hour, to those
citizens who live within a two-mile
radius of the location of the facility;
for the second hour, to those citizens

who work within a two-mile radius of the

ASSOCIATED REPORTERS, INC.
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location of the facility; and for the
third hour, to those citizens who live
within the parish of the location of the
facility.

Thereafter, each hour of the
hearing shall alternate between those
who are in support ¢f and those who are
opposed to, the Proposed Permit
Modifications and the Associated EAS.

The order of speakers for
tonight’s hearing will be based on the
information provided by the speaker on
the registration form. Anyone who
registered to speak but did not provide
the necessary information will be given
the opportunity to speak; however, they
will be called last in the order of
registration.

This hearing is being transcribed:;
therefore, I ask that each speaker begin
by stating for the record their name,
address and any organization he or she
may represent. I also remind you to
please turn off all cell phones. Thank

yolu.
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At this time, the permit
applicant’s representative may come
forward and make their introductory
presentation. Mr. Jeff Baudier.

MR. BAUDIER:

Good evening. Thank you, Mr.
Smith, and all of those of you who
braved this weather tonight to come out
and listen to us speak in support of
this project. My name is Jeff Baudier
and I‘'m the Regional President for
Entergy Inc., here in Louisiana. And
we're here tonight regarding the
modification of our air permit, what we
call the Big Cajun II Unit Four project.
Big Cajun II facility which is well
known in the community currently
consists of three coal units with
approximately 1,730 megawatts of
electrical generating capacity that went
operational in 1981. These facilities
currently serve eleven electric district
distribution cooperatives in Louisiana
providing 100 percent of the power for

their customers. They exist in 58

ASSOCIATED REPORTERS, INC.
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. 1 parishes and we serve through those co-

2 ops approximately 350,000 households in

3 Louisiana. What we’'re proposing to do

4 is add a fourth unit at the Big Cajun II

5 unit facility. This is proposed to be a

6 705 mega-watt capacity unit which would

7 have the equivalent capacity of

8 supplying approximately 705,000 homes.

9 The unit will cost 1.3 billion dollars

10 to build over a four year period and of

11 that amount over 200 million will be

12 spent to implement pollution control

13 equipment on the facility. The result
. 14 would be a pulverized coal burning unit

15 capable of providing low cost stable

16 electric generation to the region and an

17 affordable alternative to high priced

18 natural gas powered electricity. The

19 unit, most importantly, we use best

20 available control technology to reduce

21 air emissions. It includes selective

22 catalytic reduction which controls NOx.

23 Bag house to control particulate and

24 mercury emissions and scrubbers to

25 remove sulfur dioxide.
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. 1 A community and economic benefit
2 study was performed by Dr. James
3 Richardson from the Economics Department
4 at Louisiana State University. His
5 study concludes the this project will
6 bring approximately 1,000 construction
7 jobs to the area over the four year
8 construction period. It will result in
9 approximately 30 to 40 permanent jobs in
10 Pointe Coupee Parish. The operation of
11 the plant will increase business
12 activity in the state by 212 million
13 annually and household earnings by 48
. 14 million annually. The taxes, the state

15 and local government will be

‘ 16 approximately 7.1 million as a result of
17 economic activity during this four year
18 construction period.

‘ 19 Now, why we're here tonight is

| 20 simply for a modification of the
21 existing air permit that was already
22 issued in August of 2005 for this
23 facility. The reason for the
24 modification was because the existing
25 facility was desighed to burn Wyocming
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coal which was a very specific narrowly
classified coal with certain
characteristics. The price of Wyoming
coal had spiked recently in past years.
And so what we did was decide to add
additional modifications to the back end
environmental controls on these plants,
specifically including the addition of
wet scrubbers which have the ability to
reduce or to remove 98 percent of sulfur
dioxide emissions. And what this allows
us to do is burn a variety of coals
other than the narrow Wyoming coal.
This will, in effect, allow us to
produce the same amount of energy and
allow us to have no significant impact
on the emissions from the plant, from
the exiting permit. And so as a result
it will generate much better economics
for the plant and the resulting
electricity produced for the end user.
So once again we appreciate the
opportunity to come here and talk about
this project. We very much appreciate

all those members of the community who

ASSOCIATED REPORTERS, INC.
Mark LaCour, C.C.R.
(225) 216-2036
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very much.
MR. SMITH:

Thank you. I’1l1l begin now by
allowing all persons who have signed up
to speak, and we’ll go with five minutes
to present your comments. Anyone who
needs more than five minutes will be
allowed to finish his or her comments
after all the registered speakers have
had the opportunity to speak once. And
we have Senator Marionneaux.

MR. MARIONNEAUX:

Good afternoon. Robert
Marionneaux on behalf of the citizens of
Pointe Coupee, State Senate District 17,
2993 Louisiana Highway 78, Livonia,
Louisiana. Mr. Smith and the
Department, we first thank you for your
work and your efforts of this permitting

process. To those at Louisiana

IDﬂEva ;g:éi: I::aring January 18, 2007 1 3
came out here to listen to this and
provide their own comments. And we also
appreciate all the efforts of the DEQ
and Mr. Smith and his team who have
assisted us with this permit. Thank you
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Generating we thank you for the work
that you’ve done thus far and we look
forward to a lasting relationship with
you here in Pointe Coupee Parish. As it
relates to the existing permit that is
being applied for by Louisiana
Generating let me first say that I'm
happy to support the application and the
permit application. For several reasons
this region has been part of a non-
attainment status with regard to our air
guality. I'm happy to know that as a
result of the new permit that’s being
sought by Louisiana Generating we will
not exacerbate the problem of the bad
air that we have in this region. So for
that reason first and foremost I'm happy
to support the application. Secondly
I'm happy to have Louisiana Generating
continue to build what they have here
within the parish in hopes that we
continue to grow with the power that’s
spread across Louisiana. I think as you
said 58 parishes presently receive power

in Louisiana and it’s certainly a good

ASSOCIATED REPORTERS, INC.
Mark LaCour, C.C.R.
(225) 216-2036

January 18, 2007 1 4
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. 1 thing that we’re able to sustain 350,000
2 households to date upwards of 700,000
3 once the project is completed. The more
4 that we can do for curselves in
5 Louisiana the less we have to rely on
6 foreign sources of power and energy, the
7 better off we are. In particularly the
8 more better off we are as a result of
9 the -- not increasing the danger to our
10 citizens, in particular, the air quality
1 in this region. We all know the ripple
12 effect that can come from a non-
13 attainment status within these five
. 14 parishes and anything, particularly an
| 15 expansion of a project which can
16 generate revenue, hire local ﬁeople, aid
17 the economy and does not lend itself in
18 a harmful way to the environment we
19 certainly ought to support those types
20 of endeavors. And the information I
1 21 received is that this such a project and
1 22 for that reason I'm happy to support it.
i 23 Thank you all for allowing me to make
24 those comments.
% 25 MR. SMITH:

ASSOCIATED REPORTERS, INC.
Mark LaCour, C.C.R.
(225) 216-2036
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16

Thank you. The next group of
citizens permitted to speak will be
those who live within a two mile radius
of the location of the facility. And I
have none that have indicated that on
their sign in sheets. And so the next
preference is those speakers who work
within a two mile radius of the location
of the facility. And Ms. Melanie Bueche
is next on the list.

MS. BUECHE:

My name 1is Melanie Bueche and I
live in Lakeland, Louisiana on Highway
416 here in Pointe Coupee Parish.
Presently I'm a member of the Pointe
Coupee Parish Police Jury and I serve as
its President. I come before you this
evening to speak in favor of Louisiana
Generating’s permit to request to have
the option on what type of fuels they
use in their operation. Louilsiana
Generating’s impact on our parish has
been absolutely tremendous. It has
provided jobs with ocutstanding benefits

to our citizens and ad valcrem tax money

ASSOCIATED REPORTERS, INC.
Mark LaCour, C.C.R.
(225) 216-2036
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for our governing entities to function.
We the Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury
support Louisiana Generating’s ambitious
plan 100 percent. Thank you.

MR. SMITH:

Thanks you. Our next registered
speaker is Frances Bartee.
MS. BARTEE:

Thank you for giving me the
opportunity to speak. My name is
Frances Bartee and I am President of the
Greater Pointe Coupee Chamber of
Commerce. I live at 315 Fairfield
Subdivision. And I can only reiterate
what Senator Marionneaux and Ms. Bueche
have said. Of course this company is
kind of near and dear, before it became
Louisiana Generating my husband retired
from there. But on behalf of the Board
of Chamber of Commerce we do&want to let
the people and you know that the Chamber
of Commerce does support Louisiana
Generating and your efforts. Thank you.
MR. SMITH:

OQur next registered speaker is

ASSOCIATED REPORTERS, INC.
Mark LaCour, C.C.R.
(225)216-2036
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. 1 Jeanne Hendrix.
2 MS. HENDRIX:
3 Helle, my name is Jeanne Hendrix.
4 I live at 101 Mill Street here in
5 Louisiana. I'm here representing
6 Representative Don Cazayocoux and I just
7 have a short statement that I’'ve
8 prepared. At the following meeting in
i 9 May 2005 Representative Cazayoux spoke
i 10 in favor of the plan Big Cajun II Unit
11 Four expansion project in New Rocads.
12 I'm pleased to convey his continued
13 support of this project. If approved
. 14 the modified permit would allow for the
| 15 use of those eastern and western coal
i 16 facility with little or no environ@ental
% 17 impact. The expansion will serve as
| 18 significant economic stimulus with:an
19 estimated 1100 jobs during construction.
20 Big Cajun has been a vital asset to the
21 community and its 25 years of operation.
22 Representative Cazayoux continues to
23 pledge his support in this expansion and
24 respectfully request the permit’'s
25 approval. Thank you.

ASSOCIATED REPORTERS, INC.
Mark LaCour, C.C.R.
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this point unless someone comes and
wishes to speak. Sc we stand in recess.
(OFF THE RECORD)
MR. SMITH:
I have now seven p.m., no

additional speakers have come to

register. Is anyone here wish to speak
for the record? No one? ©No one. No
one.

I remind you that the comment
period for the Proposed Part 70 Air,
PSD, and Acid Rain Permit Modifications
and the Associated EAS for the Louisiana

Generating, LLC, ends at 12:30 p.m.

aig ;g:(lii: }-learing January 18, 2007 1 9
MR. SMITH:

Thank you. At this time we have
heard from everyone who has registered
to speak. I want to make sure does
anyone else wish to make comments for
the record. I see none. I have 22
minutes past the hour of six. And what
we’'re doing to do is we’re going to
recess this héaring until seven p.m. to
make sure that we get anybody who comes
iﬁ late. And we’'ll close the hearing at

ASSOCIATED REPORTERS, INC.
Mark LaCour, C.C.R.
(225) 216-2036




LDEQ-EDMS Document 35663066, Page 21 of 52

E:I:}S ;:::1':, ll-i:aring January 18, 2007 20

. 1 Monday January 22, 2007. I have

2 received no exhibits for the record

3 during this hearing. If there are no

4 other comments, I thank you for you

5 attention and participation in this

6 hearing. Let the record reflect the

7 time is now 7:01 p.m. This hearing is

8 closed.

9

10 WHEREUPON THE HEARING ENDED AT 7:01 P.M.

11 * % Kk * *

ASSOCIATED REPORTERS, INC.
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REPORTETR 'S PAGE

I, Mark LaCour, Certified Court
Reporter, in and for the State of Louisiana,
the officer, as defined in Rule 28 of the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and/or
Article 1434(b) of the Louisiana Code of Civil
Procedure, before whom this sworn testimony
was taken, do hereby state on the record:

That due to the interaction in the
spontanecus discohrse of this proceeding,
dashes {(--) have been used to indicate pauses,
changes in thought, and/or talk overs; that
same 1s the proper method for a Court
Reporter's transcription of proceeding, and
that the dashes {(--) do not indicate that
words or phrases have been left out of this
transcript.

Also, any words and/or names which could
not be verified through reference material
have been denoted with the phrase

"({inaudible) ."

Mark LaCour, C.C.R.

# 890514
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CERTTIU FICATTION

I, the undersigned reporter, do hereby
certify that the above and foregoing is a true
and correct transcription of the stencmask
tape of the proceedings had herein, taken down
by me and transcribed under my supervision, to
the best of my ability and understanding, at
the time and place hereinbefore noted, in the
above-entitled cause;

I further certify that the witness was
duly sworn by me in my capacity as a Certified
Court Reporter pursuant to the provisions of
in and for the state of

R.5. 37:2551 et seq.

Louisiana; that I am ncot of counsel nor
related to any of the counsel of any of the
parties, nor in the employ of any of parties,
and that I have no interest in the outcome of
this action.

I further certify that my license 1is in

gocod standing as a court reporter in and for

the state of Louisiana.

..... {t
S L, BBttt HACCied

41T
OFFICIAL Sgay
m““mMmm Mark LaCour, C.C.R.
In lnd fl:;-I the Coun Repone,.
Certiticate Numb L:é}ifﬁ"a # 890514

ate explreg 13, .07
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