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 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 

HEARING OFFICER: 

Good evening, let the record reflect that the 

time is 6:00 p.m.  My name is Stephen Beard, I'm 

employed with the Louisiana Department of 

Environmental Quality.  I will be serving as the 

Hearing Officer this evening, Thursday, June 29, 

2006.  This hearing is scheduled to accept public 

comments concerning the Technically Complete 

Revised Environmental Assessment Statement for 

Winnsboro Rubber Recycling, L.L.C., Tire Recycling 

Facility, Winnsboro, Franklin Parish, Louisiana.  

Agency Interest Number 81852, Permit Number RP-041-

8756 and Activity Tracking Number PER20010001.  The 

facility is located in the Winnsboro Industrial 

Park at 3000 Industrial Park Road in Winnsboro, 

Franklin Parish. 

Winnsboro Rubber Recycling proposes to process 

rubber from waste tires to produce a rubber 

material that can be marketed or molded into 

manufactured products.  The Revised Environmental 

Assessment Statement, EAS, submitted by the 

applicant addresses avoidance of potential and real 

environmental effects, balancing of social and 

economic benefits against environmental impact 
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costs and alternative sites, projects and 

mitigative measures.  This hearing is not being 

conducted in a question-and-answer format.  Please 

remember that the purpose of this public hearing is 

for DEQ to receive your comments concerning the 

Technically Complete Revised Environmental 

Assessment Statement.  This hearing is to provide 

all individuals a chance to be heard regardless of 

their position on the Technically Complete Revised 

Environmental Assessment Statement.  Courteous 

behavior is expected of everyone at all times.  You 

may speak in support of the Technically Complete 

Revised EAS, in opposition to the Technically 

Complete Revised EAS, or simply to provide 

additional information.  All interested parties 

will be given a reasonable opportunity to comment, 

unless testimony is not related to the purpose of 

the hearing.  Your comments will be evaluated and 

addressed in the Department's written response.    

A public notice requesting public comment on 

the Technically Complete Revised Environmental 

Assessment Statement and advertising of this public 

hearing was published in "The Advocate" of Baton 

Rouge, and the "Franklin Sun," of Winnsboro, June 

7, 2006.  A copy of the Technically Complete 



 
 4

Revised Environmental Assessment Statement is 

available for inspection and review at the LDEQ 

Public Records Center, Room 127, 602 North 5th 

Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Viewing hours are 

8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, 

except holidays.  Additional copies are also 

available for review at the Franklin Parish Library 

Headquarters, 705 Prairie Street, Winnsboro, 

Louisiana 71295, the Franklin Parish Police Jury, 

6558 Main Street, Winnsboro, Louisiana 71295 and 

the LDEQ Northeast Regional Office, 1823 Highway 

546, West Monroe, Louisiana 71292.  In addition, 

copies of the public notice were mailed to 

individuals who have requested to be placed on the 

mailing list maintained by the Office of 

Environmental Services on June 6, 2006.   

In accordance with Louisiana Administrative 

Code, Title 33, Part VII, Section 513.F.7, comments 

received by 12:30 p.m., Monday, July 31, 2006, will 

be considered prior to a final decision.  All 

comments received by 12:30 p.m., Monday, July 31, 

2006 shall be retained by the Department and 

considered in determining whether to issue or deny 

the Solid Waste Permit for Winnsboro Recycling, 

L.L.C.  
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Written comments on this Technically Complete 

Revised Environmental Assessment Statement may be 

submitted to Ms. Soumaya Ghosn, LDEQ, Office of 

Environmental Services, Environmental Assistance 

Division, P.O. Box 4313, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

70821-4313.   

Under Louisiana Revised Statutes 30:2017, as 

revised by the legislature in the 2004 session, the 

Department is required to follow the following 

order with the provision that the Presiding Officer 

may give preference to a public official to speak 

at any time during the hearing.  However, any time 

limits set for citizen testimony shall apply to 

public officials.  The Department must provide up 

to 30 minutes to the permit applicant for an 

introductory presentation.  Thereafter, preference 

for speaking up to one hour is given as follows:  

For the first hour, to those citizens who live 

within a two-mile radius of the location of the 

facility; for the second hour, to those citizens 

who work within a two-mile radius of the location 

of the facility; and for the third hour, to those 

citizens who live within the parish of the location 

of the facility. 

Thereafter, each hour of the hearing shall 
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alternate between those who are in support of the 

Technically Complete Revised Environmental 

Assessment Statement and those who are opposed to 

the Technically Complete Environmental Assessment 

Statement.  The order of tonight's hearing will be 

based on the information provided by the speaker on 

the registration form.  Anyone who registered to 

speak, but did not provide the necessary 

information, will be given the opportunity to 

speak; however, they will be called last in the 

order of registration.  

This hearing is being transcribed, therefore I 

will ask that each speaker begin by stating, for 

the record, their name, address, and any 

organization he or she may represent.   

At this time, I would like to ask the permit 

applicant's representative to come forward and make 

his introductory presentation.  And, also, please 

turn off any cell phones or anything else that 

could make noise.  Thank you. 

MR. O'HARA: 

Thank you, Mr. Beard.  My name is Patrick 

O'Hara, my address is 4412 North Boulevard, Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana.  I'm an attorney, I'm 
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representing here tonight Winnsboro Rubber 

Recycling.  Winnsboro Rubber Recycling has 

submitted a revised Environmental Assessment 

Statement relating to its recycling facility in 

Winnsboro's industrial park.  There have been 

previous hearings in which the public has been able 

to raise its voice for and against this facility.  

It's my understanding -- it's our understanding 

that tonight's hearing relates solely to the 

revised Environmental Assessment Statement.  That 

statement explains, in detail, the considerations 

that went into locating this facility at this 

particular site.  The statement also provides a 

discussion of the balancing of the environmental 

costs of the facility against the social and 

economic benefits and explains how the benefits far 

outweigh the costs.  This detailed Environmental 

Assessment really speaks for itself, and Winnsboro 

Rubber Recycling does not have anything to either 

add or to subtract from its written statement -- 

from its written Environmental Assessment.  We 

encourage the public to examine the document and 

comment on it as they feel fit.  I would thank 

everyone for coming tonight, especially the 

representatives from DEQ, who have made the trip up 
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from Baton Rouge.  We invite any other comments for 

or against the facility.  Thank you. 

HEARING OFFICER: 

Thank you, Mr. O'Hara.  We have some other 

representatives from the facility, would any of 

those representatives like to speak at this time? 

(No response.) 

HEARING OFFICER: 

Okay.  Mr. Mayor, would you have any comments? 

MR. MAYOR: 

I decline to comment, unless I am specifically 

asked a question. 

HEARING OFFICER: 

Okay.  I will begin by allowing any persons 

who have signed up to speak five minutes to present 

their comments.  Anyone who needs more than five 

minutes will be allowed to finish his or her 

comments after all the registered speakers have had 

the opportunity to speak.  The first to speak will 

be those citizens who live within a two-mile radius 

of the location of the facility.  Are there any 

speakers who fit that description?   

(No response.) 

HEARING OFFICER: 

The next group of speakers will be those who 
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work within a two-mile radius of the location of 

the facility.  Are there any speakers here who fit 

that description? 

(No response.) 

HEARING OFFICE: 

Next are those citizens who live within the 

parish of the location of the facility.  Are there 

any speakers here who fit that descriptions? 

(No response.) 

HEARING OFFICER: 

At this time I would call on any citizens who 

are in support of the Technically Complete Revised 

Environmental Assessment Statement, followed by any 

citizens who are opposed to the Technically 

Complete Revised Environmental Assessment Statement 

to speak now. 

(No response.) 

HEARING OFFICER: 

Are there any other comments?  Are there any 

other comments?  Are there any other comments.  

(No response.) 

HEARING OFFICER: 

Okay.  I would like to remind you that the 

comment period for this Technically Complete 

Revised Environmental Assessment Statement for 
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Winnsboro Rubber Recycling, L.L.C., Tire Recycling 

Facility, Winnsboro, Franklin Parish, Louisiana 

ends at 12:30 p.m. Monday, July 31, 2006. 

At this point I've received zero exhibits 

during this hearing.  If there are no other 

comments at this time, I would thank those of you 

in attendance for your attention and participation 

in this hearing.  Even though I'm going to close 

this hearing now, the DEQ staff will remain until 

7:00.  If anyone arrives that would like to speak 

up until that point, I will reopen the hearing and 

allow them to do so.  Otherwise, let the record 

reflect that the time is 6:12 p.m. and this hearing 

is now closed. 

 (Public hearing closed 6:12 p.m.) 
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 C-E-R-T-I-F-I-C-A-T-E  

 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

 

 

This certification is valid only for a transcript 

accompanied by my original signature and original seal on 

this page.  

I, Debra S. Brooks, Certified Court Reporter, in 

and for the State of Louisiana, as the officer before whom 

this Public Hearing was taken do hereby certify that public 

hearing as hereinbefore set forth in the foregoing 10 pages 

of typewritten matter; that this Public Hearing was reported 

in the stenomask reporting method, was prepared and 

transcribed by me or under my personal direction and 

supervision, and is a true and correct transcript to the best 

of my ability and understanding; that I am not related to 

counsel or to the parties herein, nor am I otherwise 

interested in the outcome of this matter. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto affixed my 

signature at Rhinehart, Louisiana, this 11th day of July, 

2006. 

 

                           _____________________________ 
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                           DEBRA S. BROOKS, CCR, #99093 


