BURT’'S CHEVRON
RUSTON, LA

The Burt’s Chevron facility is an active full service station providing motor fuels for
retail sale. The facility is located at 1110 Cooktown Road in Ruston and is bounded by
commercial properties on the north, west and south and by residential property on the
east. The topography in the area slopes to the west-northwest toward an unnamed stream

located approximately 750 feet down gradient from the facility.

The LDEQ first became aware of a release associated with the facility as a result of a
property transfer assessment conducted on nearby commercial property. The property
transfer assessment provided data to indicate the soil and groundwater in the area had
been impacted with gasoline by a release from the Burt’s Chevron UST system. To
determine if groundwater was discharging gasoline constituents into the unnamed stream,
the LDEQ personnel collected water samples for analysis of gasoline constituents. The
water analyses confirmed the presence of gasoline constituents in the unnamed stream.
The LDEQ personnel also collected ambient air samples adjacent to the stream that also
exhibited the presence of gasoline constituents. As a result, the LDEQ issued
Environmental Contamination Notification letters to area property owners to provide
notice of the contamination and to provide information regarding any potential adverse

health effects posed by the contamination.

Based on the data provided from the property transfer assessment, the LDEQ issued
certified correspondence to the facility owner requesting a site assessment and
implementation of free product recovery. When the facility owner failed to comply with
the requirements of the certified correspondence, the LDEQ issued a Compliance Order
to the facility owner ordering a site assessment and implementation of free product
recovery. In response to the Compliance Order, the facility owner requested an
adjudicatory hearing with LDEQ. Upon hearing the case, the Administrative Law Judge
rendered a decision upholding the requirements of the Compliance Order. The facility

owner requested consideration for an appeal to the decision rendered by the
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Administrative Law Judge at which time the LDEQ filed a Motion for Appeal with the
19" Judicial District Court. Over a period of approximately five years since the Motion
for Appeal was filed, the facility owner and legal counsel neglected to pursue the appeal
in the legal system. As a result, the 19" Judicial District Court signed a Motion to
Terminate Adjudication based on abandonment, thereby allowing the decision of the

Administrative Law Judge to stand.

Since the owner refused to abide by the decision of the Administrative Law Judge, the
LDEQ issued certified correspondence to the facility owner stating the authority provided
by Revised Statue (RS) 30:2195(F) would be exercised. The statute allows the interest
monies earned by the Motor Fuels Underground Storage Tank Trust Fund to be used for
the assessment and remediation of property contaminated by abandoned motor fuel
underground storage tanks. The statute also allows the LDEQ to place a lien or privilege
against immovable property for costs incurred associated with the assessment and
remediation of property contaminated by abandoned motor fuel USTs. In order to utilize
the monies provided by RS 30:2195(F), the facility must meet certain criteria defined
within the statute. The Burt’s Chevron facility is the first within the state to use such

funding for assessment and remediation.

On July 1, 2002, the DEQ solicited Requests for Proposals (RFP) to conduct a site
investigation and emergency/interim corrective action at the Burt’s Chevron facility. The
contract was awarded on October 15, 2002, and site investigation activities were
conducted from May 19 to June 18, 2003. In order to delineate the contamination in the
soil and groundwater, twenty-five boreholes were advanced with twenty-one converted
into groundwater monitoring wells. During the site investigation, six monitoring stations
were established to collected continuous, 24-hour ambient air samples from the area and
water samples were collected from five locations along the unnamed stream. The
contract also provided for the ongoing collection of water samples from the unnamed
stream, ambient air samples, groundwater samples and the interim recovery of gasoline
on a quarterly basis for a period of up to one year. The contract further provided for the
development of a RECAP evaluation on the contaminated soil and groundwater and the

preparation of a Corrective Action Plan (CAP). Once approved, the DEQ will again
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solicit RFP for the implementation of the CAP, which will be awarded under a separate

contract.

View Looking East Towards Burt’s Chevron Facility
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