Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summaries 8/17/11 – 8/25/11 (in descending order)

Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/25/2011 4:00PM

•	DEQ staff manned the Incident Command Post at the Temple Inland facility
•	DEQ staff member conducted a walkthrough at the Temple Inland facility to ensure that the facility can adequately enact their discharge plan.  Additionally, the solid waste inspection was conducted at the site.
•	Water Quality monitoring assessments continued today.  Two teams were deployed.  Team one was located in the Rigolets, Lower West Pearl and Lake Ponchartrain area.  Team two was located in the Upper Pearl River.
o	Monitoring results for 8/24/2011 of the Rigolets and Lower West Pearl are attached to this situational report.
o	Team two’s monitoring data for 8/25/2011 results are also attached to the situational report.
•	Planned activity for tomorrow:
o	Three water quality monitoring teams will be mobilized.  One team will monitor the Upper Pearl River from the Temple Inland outfall to Poole’s Bluff.  Team two will monitor from Poole’s Bluff south to Walkiah Bluff.  Team three will monitor the Rigolets, Lower West Pearl and Lake Ponchartrain.
o	Inspectors will be at the Temple Inland plant overseeing the discharge from the facility.
o	LDEQ Staff will be manning the Incident Command Post.
o	An overflight is scheduled for the Pearl River tomorrow.
   


Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/25/2011 9:00AM

•	DEQ staff will man the Command Post at the Temple Inland facility.
•	DEQ staff member will conduct a walkthrough at the Temple Inland facility to ensure that the facility can adequately enact the plan.  Additionally, the solid waste inspection at the site will continue at the facility 
•	Water Quality monitoring assessment will continue tomorrow in the upper and lower Pearl River basins by two teams. 
•	There are no scheduled overflights for today.
   


Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/24/2011 4:00PM

• DEQ staff manned the Command Post at the Temple Inland facility.
• Three teams conducted Water Quality monitoring today.  Summary of today’s results are as follows:   
o Team 1 conducted monitoring of the Rigolets, Lower West Pearl and Lake Ponchartrain.  At the time of the report, no results had been forwarded to the Command Post.  Results will be attached to the current situational report once received.
o Team 2 reported that I-59 at HWY 90 looked good.  Porters River and Doubloon Bayou looked good.  The team traveled all of Porters River and did not see any signs of black water and the water is flowing well. All of the monitoring data for team 2 will be forwarded tomorrow morning and included with a situational report.
o Team 3 conducted Water Quality monitoring at several points along the upper Pearl River.  Parameters were monitored at HWY 10 at the Pearl River boat launch, 0.25 miles up stream of the Temple Inland outfall, at the Temple inland outfall, Bogalusa Creek, and Riverside Landing.  Monitoring data is attached to the situation report. Normal water quality conditions were observed.
· Dissolved oxygen levels taken at the sampling points were good.  

• Attached to the situation report is yesterday’s water quality monitoring results in the Rigolets, lower West Pearl and Lake Ponchartrain.  

• DEQ staff member conducted an over flight of the Pearl River Basin.  During the over flight it was noted that the river has come up.  With the raise in water level, significant flushing was noted of Porter’s River and other sections.  No new areas of dead fish were noted during today’s fly over. 

• A walkthrough and or dry run will be conducted tomorrow at the Temple Inland facility to ensure that the facility can adequately enact the plan and discuss possible unforeseen issues. 

• Water Quality monitoring assessment will continue tomorrow in the upper and lower Pearl River basins by two teams. 
   

Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/24/2011 9:00 AM

•       	DEQ Staff will be manning the Command Post located at the Temple Inland facility.
· Three teams will conduct WQ assessments today.  Team one will conduct monitoring in the Rigolets, lower West Pearl and Lake Ponchartrain.  Team two will conduct monitoring around the West Pearl and I-59.  Team three will conduct monitoring of the upper Pearl River at Hwy 10 at the Pearl River boat launch and Riverside Landing.
· An over flight of the Pearl River is scheduled for today.
   

Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/23/2011 5:00 PM

•	DEQ staff conducted water quality assessments today in the Lower Pearl River, at Hwy. 10 and at Richardson’s Landing.
•	The DEQ Command Post has been moved to Temple-Inland in Bogalusa.
•	No over flights or water sampling were done today.
•	DEQ staff member conducted a solid waste inspection at Temple-Inland today. 
   


Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/23/2011 9:00 AM

•	DEQ staff will be manning the Command Post at Poole’s Bluff.
•	The Command Post will be demobilized from Poole’s Bluff to a secondary location.  Location has not been determined at this time.
•	 Spoke with an Arcadis representative at Poole’s Bluff.  Arcadis is planning on demobilizing from Poole’s Bluff by the end of the day.
•	The SERO will conduct a solid waste inspection at the Temple Inland Plant.
•	Assessment of the Lower Rigolets, mouth of the Pearl River, and Lake Ponchartrain will continue today.
•	DEQ staff member will be mobilizing a boat from SERO, and will be conducting sampling of the upper Pearl River at two locations (HWY 10 at the Pearl River and Richardson’s Boat Launch).
•	No scheduled overflight today.
   


Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/22/2011 4:00 PM 

•	DEQ Staff members are currently manning the Command Post at Poole’s Bluff.
•	DEQ staff member transported the Command Post from Crawford’s Landing to Poole’s Bluff.  The MAML has been demobilized to Baton Rouge.
•	An overflight was conducted of the Pearl River today; no issues were noted.  A follow up overflight is planning on Wednesday (8/24/2011)
•	DEQ staff provided water quality assessment data from August 19 through August 21 as well as sampling coordinates for sites in the Rigolets, West Pearl River and Lake Ponchartrain.
•	DEQ staff conducted water quality assessments at HWY 10 at the  Pearl River (upstream of Temple Inland) and Richardson’s Landing (downstream of Temple Inland). 
o	HWY 10 at Pearl River: Temp: 30.81 (C); Specific conductivity: 137.5 (umhos/cm); Salinity: 0.06 (ppt); pH: 7.54; Dissolved Oxygen Saturation: 84.4%; Dissolved Oxygen: 6.34 (mg/L)
o	Richardson’s Landing: Temp: 31.14 (C); Specific conductivity: 135.5 (umhos/cm); Salinity: 0.06 (ppt); pH: 7.51; Dissolved Oxygen Saturation: 89%; Dissolved Oxygen: 6.60 (mg/L)
  


Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/22/2011 9:00 AM

•	As of 8:40AM, LDHH, GOHSEP, LWLF, and St. Tammy Parish Government have either demobilized or are in the process of demobilizing.  Only Arcadis will remain at Crawford Landing. 
o	LDEQ will move the Command Post from Crawford’s Landing to Poole’s Bluff and demobilize the MAML to Baton Rouge.  Currently, the command post is ready to leave.  A DEQ ER responder will move the Command Post from Crawford’s Landing to Poole’s Bluff starting around 11:00AM.  The Command Post will remain at Poole’s Bluff to coordinate LDEQ sampling events during the upcoming week.   
o	Two WQ teams will continue monitoring water parameters of the Pearl River.  Team one will continue to monitor the eleven sites in the Rigolets.  Team two will monitor water parameters at Richardson’s Landing and HWY 10 and the Pearl River boat launch.
o	DEQ staff will be mobilizing a boat to Poole’s Bluff for river operations.
 
Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/21/2011 5:00 PM

•	LDEQ Incident Commander is organizing the appropriate team around him and keeping local officials briefed.  
•	A final Incident Action Plan (IAP) was distributed this evening by GOHSEP.  (See Attachment) .
o	LDEQ crews continue to perform water quality assessments on the Pearl River at the HWY 10 boat launch and Richardson’s Landing.  The results are below:
1.	Hwy 10 boat launch at Pearl River (upstream): Temp: 31.34 C; Specific conductivity: 128.6 uS/cm; Salinity: 0.05 ppt; pH 7.57; Luminescent Dissolved Oxygen: 92.8 %; Dissolved Oxygen 6.89 mg/L.
2.	Richardson’s landing (downstream): Temperature: 31.42 C; Specific conductivity 127.0 uS/cm; Salinity: 0.05 ppt; pH: 7.86; Luminescent Dissolved Oxygen % : 93.7%; Dissolved Oxygen: 7.04 mg/L.
o	Eleven stations have been monitored for the past four days from the Rigolets to the mouth of the Pearl River to Lake Ponchartrain.  Lowest dissolved oxygen reading encountered was greater than four mg/L (except one).   One exception was noted over the past four days.   Data point to be evaluated after post calibration.  These sites will be monitored tomorrow.
o	LDEQ took two sediment samples in the Pearl River, one to three hundred yards upstream of the outfall and the second was taken downstream one to three hundred yards the outfall.  Samples will be sent to the laboratory.
o	LDEQ conducted a solid waste inspection at the Temple Inland facility.
o	Planning on resuming normal operations tomorrow.  SERO will continue facility over site in Bogalusa.
o	One crew will continue to monitor water parameters in the Rigolets.
o	LDEQ Command Center will be transferred to Poole’s Bluff and the MAML will be demobilized.
•	Arcadis
o	Currently anticipating to have all reconnaissance boats and crew off of the Pearl River by 6PM 8/21/2011 and will not deploy any boats or crew outside of sampling crews.
o	Arcadis received a report of fish accumulation in Friday’s Ditch and will verify the report as well as determine safety issues to reach the site.
o	GOHSEP requested an updated map of the cleared areas from Arcadis.
o	Arcadis found two possible sturgeon;  one of which has been verified
•	LWLF – Biology
o	Planning on ceasing operations.
o	Will begin to start transferring collected sturgeon (22-25) to US Fish and Wildlife.
o	LWLF Biologist went to a fish kill in Lake Bourne.  The fish kill is believed to be unrelated but will conduct confirmatory sampling.
•	LWLF – Enforcement
o	No issues noted today. 
o	Planning on ceasing operations tomorrow.
•	LDHH
o	No new issues reported by LDHH
o	Results of the private water well sampling should be received tomorrow.
•	GOHSEP
o	Demobilizing tomorrow; will still be on call.
•	St. Tammany Parish
o	No new reports.
o	Public works will pick up barricades and forward call related to the incident to the hotline.
o	Planning on demobilizing tomorrow at 8AM.
   

Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/21/2011 9:00 AM


•	LDEQ Incident Commander is organizing the appropriate team around him and keeping local officials briefed.  
•	At the incident command meeting this morning, the following items were discussed:
Arcadis
o	40 boats and 120 personnel responders
o	2 launch sites: Crawford Landing & Walkiah Bluff
o	Picking up of dead fish continues – should be complete by the end of the day today. Recon scheduled for tomorrow.
o	<2 cubic yards of dead fish collected.
o	No oberservations of sturgeon by Arcadis; Wildlife and Fisheries have collected 22 or 23.
o	No overflights scheduled today. 
o	Next update should be at 3:00 pm

St. Tammany Parish 
o	Still operating hot-line; receiving some complaints

LDHH
o	Completed sampling of private water wells: 8 wells samples in Washington Parish and 10 in St. Tammany Parish.

LDWF – Enforcement
o	No issues or safety problems

LDWF – Biology
o	In-land and marine sampling completed; testing still on-going.
o	2nd round of marine sampling scheduled for Monday and Tuesday next week.

LDEQ
o	The Mobile Air Monitoring Laboratory (MAML) was sent to serve as a satellite Command Post in Washington Parish near Bogalusa.
o	LDEQ crews continue to perform water quality assessments on river
o	LDEQ will be conducting sediment sampling upstream and downstream

GOHSEP
o	Weekend report on personnel need for state agencies.

Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/20/2011 5:00 PM

•	LDEQ Incident Commander is organizing the appropriate team around him and keeping local officials briefed.  
•	A final Incident Action Plan (IAP) was distributed this evening by GOHSEP.  (See Attachment) .
•	LDEQ personnel manning the MAML did WQ assessments.  One upstream location (LA HWY 10 Boat Launch) and 1 downstream location (Richardson’s Landing) from the facility.  Results indicate an improvement in water quality.  Measurements will be repeated tomorrow.
•	Results of the samples at the LA HW 10 Boat Launch: Dissolved Oxygen – 6.66 mg/l; DO Saturated – 88.7%; pH – 7.28; Temp 30.65 - C; Conductivity 119.5; Salinity – 0.05
•	Results of the samples at Richardson’s Landing: Dissolved Oxygen – 6.72 mg/l; DO Saturated – 91%; pH – 7.51; Temp – 31.05 C; Conductivity 101.2; Salinity – 0.04
•	One team of LDEQ personnel conducted water quality assessments.  Field parameter readings were taken at 11 sites from HWY 90 out to Rigolets, Rigolets out passed Lake Borne, Rigolets out to Lake Pontchartrain, and Lake Pontchartrain.  No samples were collected.  Nothing out of the ordinary was noticed.  Assessments will be repeated tomorrow.
•	Sediment samples will be collected tomorrow immediately (100 to 300 yards) upstream and downstream of the facility’s water discharge outfall.
•	The morning incident command meeting will be conducted at 8:30AM at the request of LDHH.
•	Information gathered during the 3:00PM Afternoon meeting:
o	The Mobile Air Monitoring Laboratory (MAML) was sent to serve as a satellite Command Post in Washington Parish near Bogalusa. DEQ Staff will provide a presence and transmit questions to the Central Command.  The MAML is conducting water quality assessments at Poole’s Bluff.
o	DEQ Water Surveys sent two teams out to do WQ assessments. The teams conducted in-situ profiles in the water column by collecting field parameters (DO, pH, salinity, Specific Conductivity, and Temperature). Team 1 sampled at Richardson Landing and I-10 and the Pearl River Bridge.  Results for both sites were: DO > 6, pH > 7,  < 1 meter water and calm river conditions.  Team 2 was located in the Rigolets; no report has been received for the field parameters collected. This will continue through the weekend.  One team will be deployed tomorrow to collect field parameters.
o	Tomorrow, LDEQ will be conducting sediment sampling up and down stream of Temple Inland outfall.
•	Arcadis
o	The estimated 70% main river body has been cleared of dead fish. Arcadias will continue to remove dead fish from the main river body and tributaries.  Additionally, Arcadis is demobilizing oughly 50% of their fleet and 50% of their personnel. Seventy five boats and two hundred personnel are planned to be deployed on 8/21/2011.
o	Arcadis conducted a helicopter flyover on 8/20.  According to them, no sign of “black water” was noted; photos with GPS locations will be provided in the interim.
o	GPS buoys have been deployed in the river demarking cleared area.
o	Arcadis is closing all but two launch locations.  Crawford Landing (LA) and Old River Landing (MS) will remain open.  Honey Island will be the sole location for the collection of dead fish.
o	Riverbirch landfill is receiving dead fish.  According to Arcadis, one twenty cubic yard roll off has been delivered to the landfill.
•	LWLF – Biology
o	All samples have been collected
o	Will remain on standby in case of sturgeon location and assistance.
•	LWLF – Enforcement
o	No issues on water
•	LDHH
o	Transported private water well samples.  They are continuing to sample private wells near the affected areas.  St. Tammany Parish removed three proposed wells to be sampled due to clustering; additionally, the parish requested  only seven well samples for the parish.
o	No calls to LDHH received about well water issues or problems
o	Public wells were sampled and results came back within parameters.
•	St. Tammany Parish
o	Arcadis employment  opportunity is now closed.

   



Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/20/2011 9:00 AM

•	LDEQ Incident Commander is organizing the appropriate team around him and keeping local officials briefed.  
•	At the incident command meeting this morning, the following items were discussed:
Arcadis
o	155 boats and 465 crew in water
o	20 Arcadis staff providing oversight
o	Picking up of dead fish continues – upper reach should be cleared from Bogalusa to Poole’s Bluff by the end of the day
o	Sending 3 crew boats @ 10:00 am to drop buoys to demark clean areas
o	Helicopter flyover to identify impacted areas and photos to start this morning
o	Approval given to cut back vegetation to reach slews; branches to be collected in boats
o	Next update should be at 1:00 pm

St. Tammany Parish 
o	Advertising call-in number; no additional updates

LDHH
o	Sampling 4 water wells in Washington Parish and 3 in St. Tammany Parish
o	Overall, anticipate sampling 10 private wells in Washington Parish and 10 in St. Tammany Parish; if additional complaints are received, the number of samples could increase
o	Parameters wll be Volatiles, Semi-Volatiles, pH

LDWF – Enforcement
o	No issues or safety problems

LDWF – Biology
o	Clean-up consists of fish only
o	Mussel survey to be conducted; no mussel cleanup at this time
o	All tissue samples taken and delivered to lab; timeframe for analytical unknown
o	Control samples still needed for tissues and mussels

LDEQ
o	LDEQ crews continue to perform water quality sampling on river
o	LDEQ will be conducting sediment sampling upstream and downstream
o	Appears black liquor is dissipating in river, based upon aerial reconnaissance

•	The Mobile Air Monitoring Laboratory (MAML) was sent to serve as a satellite Command Post in Washington Parish near Bogalusa. LDEQ Staff will provide a presence and transmit questions to the Central Command.  A schedule was developed to staff the MAML through the weekend.  LDEQ staff will be conducting water assessments at the Highway 10 crossing at the Pearl River in Bogalusa and at Richardson's Landing in Bogalusa. These readings should be conducted daily through at least Tuesday.
•	A final Incident Action Plan (IAP) was distributed yesterday evening by GOHSEP.  (See Attachment) 
•	LDEQ sent out one team to perform water quality assessments. The teams conducted in-situ profiles in the water column by collecting field parameters (DO, pH, salinity, Specific Conductivity, and Temperature). The team was deployed on the lower West Pearl River, The Rigolets, and Lake Pontchartrain.  This should continue through the weekend.
•	LDEQ staff working on logistics of sediment sampling, upstream and downstream of the facility.
•	LDEQ staff will conduct over flights on 8/22 and 8/24 to observe the effects of the increased flow due to the release of water from Ross Barnett Reservoir. 

  
Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/19/2011 5:00 PM

•	Preliminary data from the samples collected at the Temple-Inland Paper Mill discharge,  at the mouth of the West Pearl River, The Rigolets, Bayou Doubloon, and Porters River showed NO Volatile Organic Chemicals (VOC’s) or Semi-Volatiles (SVOC’s) detected except Total Phenols which was detected at 11 ug/l which may have exceeded the Mill’s permit limits.  
•	DEQ Staff visited the Incident Command Center today.  Executive staff briefed Parish and GOHSEP officials and spoke with a Temple-Inland official.
•	The Mobile Air Monitoring Laboratory (MAML) was sent to serve as a satellite Command Post in Washington Parish near Bogalusa. DEQ Staff will provide a presence and transmit questions to the Central Command.  A schedule was developed to staff the MAML through the weekend.
•	DEQ Incident Commander is organizing the appropriate team around him and keeping local officials briefed.  At the incident command meeting this morning, the following Assignment of Incident Objectives were discussed:  Safety oversight on the water (LDWF), Collection of dead fish (Temple/Arcadis), Collection of water quality data (LDEQ), Testing of drinking water wells (LDHH), Collection of tissue samples from live fish (LDWF), Drinking water questions (LDEQ), Site security (St. Tammany Sheriff’s Office), Accountability/quantification of removed fish (Arcadis), and Coordination of info and activities with State of Mississippi (GOHSEP)
•	DEQ staff attended afternoon incident command meeting.  A draft Incident Action Plan (IAP) for tomorrow’s operational period was prepared by GOHSEP and distributed for comments.  A final IAP will be distributed later today. 
•	DEQ Water Surveys sent out two teams to do WQ assessments. The teams conducted in-situ profiles in the water column by collecting field parameters (DO, pH, salinity, Specific Conductivity, and Temperature). Team 1 was deployed on the West Pearl River from Lock 1 to a couple of miles south of I-59.  Water quality was normal at all profile locations.  Team 2 was deployed on the lower West Pearl River, The Rigolets, and Lake Pontchartrain.  Water quality was also normal at all profile locations.  This will continue through the weekend.
•	During the over flight today, it was determined that it is no longer possible to visually determine where the discharge plume is in the main stem of the Pearl River.  Although the water still appears dark in portions of the river it is now fairly clear.  During over flight DEQ staff could see the entire bottom of the river in many places.  At the mouth of the West Pearl River the tide was rising and flowing into the West Pearl from the Rigolets. The visibly contaminated water is trapped in sloughs such as Porters River and the sloughs running parallel to the river at I-59 (Old Channel, Oldfield Bayou, and Pump Slough) and Old River which is upstream of Walkiah Bluff in Mississippi. 
•	During the over flight today, DEQ staff saw numerous boats working in the river picking up dead fish from US 90 in the South to Pools Bluff and Bogalusa in the North. Clean up crews were also observed working the East side of the basin in the Walkiah Bluff area.
•	DEQ staff will conduct over flights on 8/22 and 8/24 to observe the effects of the increased flow due to the release of water from Ross Barnett Reservoir. 
•	DEQ staff is currently working with staff from DHH to devise a sampling plan.  DHH will be testing 10 water samples today and 10 tomorrow.  If additional complaints are received, the number of samples could increase.  
   

Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/19/2011 9:00 AM

•	DEQ staff was contacted about a possible discharge from Temple-Inland in the event of rain.  This discharge did NOT occur.  Ponds located at the facility will be assessed today.
•	Temple-Inland has indicated it intends to use Riverbirch Landfill in Jefferson Parish to dispose of the dead fish.  They are currently waiting on the final ok from the landfill.  DEQ staff will contact Riverbirch Landfill representatives to ensure that the fish are covered as soon as possible upon disposal.
•	Low dissolved oxygen was noted in effected water bodies early in the event and was associated with areas of dead fish and black water.  Since then, recovering D.O.’s have been observed in the main stem river.  Depressed oxygen has not been observed in the Rigolets or Lake Pontchartrain area. Black water and depressed oxygen is still being observed in some tributaries to the west of the West Pearl River. 
•	DEQ staff is present at Incident Command location and is continuing to attend meetings and handle media relations. 
•	DEQ staff will attend the Joint Agency conference call this morning at 10:00.
•	DEQ staff will be doing boat assessments today on the Upper Pearl River, The Rigolets, and the Lower West Pearl River. 
•	DEQ staff will be doing an over flight of the effected areas today. 
•	The remainder of the results from the samples collected on Sunday should be received from the contract lab today.
   

Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/18/2011 5:00 PM

•	Preliminary data from the samples collected at the Temple-Inland Paper Mill discharge and in the Pearl River showed NO Volatile Organic Chemicals (VOC’s).
•	DEQ staff is still present at Incident Command Post location and is continuing to attend meetings and handle media relations. The schedule for personnel at Command Post has been coordinated for the next few days. 
•	On Thursday, DEQ staff conducted boat assessments in the Rigolets, Pontchartrain, and the Lower West Pearl.  All readings are normal. 
•	Two overflights were conducted today.  There were no new areas of dead fish observed.  The appearance of the river in all locations has improved.
•	Temple-Inland Paper Mill has submitted additional information relative to resuming discharge at the facility.
   

Pearl River Fish Kill Incident Summary: LDEQ 8/18/2011 10:00 AM

•	Temple-Inland Paper Mill has acknowledged responsibility for Pearl River Fish Kill Incident.  DEQ is working on a press release with this announcement and added other clarifying state specifications regarding the incident.
•	As of Wednesday, investigations by DEQ WQ Specialists showed no D. O. levels below 4 mg/l in the Rigolets.
•	Lower West Pearl River investigations indicate main stem is recovering and the slug of black water may have passed.  However, tributaries to the west of the West Pearl River remain effected by dark low oxygen water and many dead fish are present.  This includes Doubloon Bayou and Porters River.
•	Still no reports of dead fish further than US 90@ West Pearl River
•	All streams in the SE part of the state (even outside of effected areas) are showing black water naturally.  Meters searching for depressed oxygen levels are being used as a tracking indicator more so than relying on visual appearance only.
•	On Thursday, DEQ staff will monitor WQ in the Rigolets to determine if depressed oxygen levels occur there.
•	On Thursday, DEQ staff will conduct an overflight in the effected areas.
•	DEQ staff will participate in another Joint Agency Conference Call at 10:00 Thursday morning.
•	DEQ staff is present at Incident Command location and is continuing to attend meetings and handle media relations. 
•	DEQ Enforcement staff has requested additional justification from Temple-Inland as part of its consideration of the plant’s request to restart operations.
•	On Wednesday, DEQ staff helped draft Q&A for Community Relations staff and participated in morning conference call with multi-agency task force. 
•	DEQ staff has not verified the death of any air breathing animals.
•	Ross Barnett Reservoir will be open to increase flows in the West Pearl River.
•	On Wednesday, DEQ staff was also involved in reviewing the In-Mill Sampling Protocol for Start Up and the Bogalusa Effluent Treatment System Start Up Plan.
•	On Wednesday, DEQ staff produced agency timeline for Web EOC update, GOHSEP, and Governor’s office.  DEQ staff responded to numerous calls from citizens, the media, and investment firms and discussed the need for fish clean-up hotline with paper mill officials. 
•	On Wednesday, DEQ staff provided an overflight of the affected areas and observed the following: the southern most extent of visible dead fish is West Pearl @ Hwy 90, there is no obvious black water in East Pearl, blackwater is mixing in the Rigolets with no well-defined leading edge, and one tributary (Porters River) very full with dead fish.
•	On Wednesday, there were two DEQ sampling teams deployed. Team 1 working the lower Pearl River and Rigolets. “Black water” visible at the mouth of the West Pearl at the Rigolets. The tide is currently falling and the leading edge is moving with the tide in the Rigolets toward Lake Borgne. Samples were collected at the mouth of the Pearl River and at the leading edge of the “black water” in the Rigolets.  Team 2 worked the lower Pearl River above I-59. All WQ parameters in the river stem were normal. Samples were collected in Doubloon Bayou. The WQ parameters were normal. Samples were collected in the Porters River tributary off of the West Pearl. The water in this location showed levels of DO at 2 range. 
•	On Wednesday, three air samples were collected.  (1) at Doubloon Bayou, (1) at Porters River, and (1) at Herwig Bluff Road. 
•	On Wednesday afternoon, the DEQ Command Post arrived at the Command Center at Crawford Landing.  DEQ staff is on-hand and manning the Command Post.  DEQ staff participated in all meetings and many interviews were conducted.  Fish cleanup crews started today and were dispatched from several strategic boat launch locations throughout the Pearl River system. 
   



Pearl River Fish Kill incident Summary: DEQ 8/17/2011

•	DEQ was first informed of dead fish in the Pearl River by news media approximately 10 am Saturday 8/13/11.  Water Quality Specialists responded and confirmed dead fish in the upper reaches of the Pearl River near Bogalusa and observed dark waters discharging from an outfall associated with the Bogalusa Paper Mill.  Water upstream the discharge was normal.
•	On Saturday 08/13/11 at 5:30pm Temple-Inland called the DEQ complaint line and at approximately 8pm called the State Police emergency notification line. 
•	On Sunday 8/14/11 DEQ Secretary Peggy Hatch issued a verbal Cease and Desist order to the paper mill to cease discharge of their facility’s effluent. Discharged ceased at approximately 12 noon.
•	DEQ staff returned on Sunday to collect samples from the Paper Mill.  Samples for parameters associated with mill waste water discharge were collected from the discharge stream that was not flowing at the time of collection.
•	DEQ staff attended a meeting of state agency representatives and local elected officials at the Bogalusa City Hall on Sunday evening to transfer information on the incident and answer questions. 
•	On Monday 8/15/11 DEQ Executive staff and Administrator met with mill officials to discuss the incident.  
•	On Monday, DEQ inspectors conducted a compliance evaluation of their water discharge permit and associated requirements.  Report will be finalized when additional information is obtained. 
•	On Monday, DEQ staff investigated the lower East Pearl and found no new dead fish and dissipating black water conditions. 
•	On Monday, DEQ staff conducted overflight to track “blackwater” in the Pearl R. system.  The leading edge was close to the Hwy 90 bridge on the West Pearl. Trailing edge in the West Pearl appeared to be ~2 miles north of Walkiah Bluff.
•	On Monday, Mill officials initiated dialogue with the LDEQ on approaches to rehabilitating the aeration/stabilization basin (ASB) necessary to restore plant waste water flows to those consistent with their water discharge (LPDES) permit that are protective of the environment.  A plan to restart discharge will require DEQ approval prior to waste water discharge initiation.
•	On Tuesday 8/16/11, DEQ inspectors conducted a compliance evaluation of the hazardous waste (RCRA) requirements for which the mill is obligated. The inspection concluded and the final report is pending.
•	On Tuesday, DEQ staff conducted sampling and investigation of the lower West Pearl. The team found ‘blackwater’ and found dead fish and mussels.  Samples were collected for laboratory analyses and measurements of dissolved oxygen were taken.
•	On Tuesday, the EPA Regions 4 and 6 held the first of a series of joint Regional Response Team calls for information dissemination.
•	On Tuesday, DEQ assisted mill personnel with steps to enable facility contractors to collect and dispose of dead fish in the Pearl River system.
•	On Tuesday, DEQ staff conducted overflight to track “blackwater” in the Pearl R. system.  The leading edge was in the Rigolets and with an incoming tide was headed toward Lake Pontchartrain.
•	On Tuesday afternoon, the mill submitted a plan for restart of the mill.
•	On Tuesday afternoon, DEQ staff met to discuss concerns and questions on the mill’s plan to rehabilitate the mill ASB and waste water treatment system.  
•	On Tuesday MDEQ indicated they are continuing to monitor their side of the Pearl River and that there was a public meeting planned in Walkiah Bluff on Tuesday night.
•	On Tuesday DEQ provide a timeline of events as provided by the company to LDHH and MS Dept of Health.
•	On Tuesday DEQ provided an electronic copy of the MSDS sheet for the defoaming agent used by the mill to the LDHH as well as graphs of biochemical oxygen demand effluent indicators prior to and after onset of upset conditions at the mill.
•	On Tuesday DEQ staff attended a meeting at the request of St. Tammany Parish, where the Parish President announced a declaration of a state of emergency within the parish. 
•	On Wednesday morning (8/17/2011), DEQ submitted comments on the plan to restart the mill.  The company subsequently responded and the proposed revisions are under review.
•	On Wednesday, DEQ hydrologists and water quality specialists were dispatched to investigate and sample ‘blackwater’ in areas of tributaries draining to the West Pearl where residential dwelling are located.  Sampling and water quality measurements are planned.
•	On Wednesday, DEQ staff were dispatched to investigate the leading edge of the ‘blackwater’ as it was last seen in the Rigolets.   Sampling and water quality measurements are planned.
•	On Wednesday at noon, an overflight will take place to track the ‘blackwater’ presence.  Location information will be transmitted to the Unified Command Center in St. Tammany Parish and all other interested parties. 
•	On Wednesday morning, mill contractors received their fish collection permit from DWF so that dead fish retrievals could commence.    
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