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Warehouse explosion and monitoring update

BATON ROUGE – The Department of Environmental Quality has not confirmed the cause of a warehouse explosion at 3500 Chartres Street along the river in New Orleans. DEQ staff was able to fly over the site and initially found nothing of significance in air.  Further analysis of the air samples is ongoing and DEQ will update this information as it becomes available.

The department is continuing to assess the situation from the air. A flight to the Venice area revealed a major oil spill. Two tanks, capable of holding 2 million barrels, appear to be leaking. Currently, there is no way to access the area.

An infrared camera capable of detecting air releases from sources such as railcars, holding tanks and pipelines is scheduled to be in the air today. Two regular helicopters are expected to be available and will allow DEQ to assess larger areas. 

Volunteers from EPA, Texas and other areas are starting to arrive at DEQ to help. 

The department is currently using aerial photography and geo-referencing to identify as much as possible. DEQ is trying to find potential hazard areas so officials can be prepared when the areas become accessible. 

DEQ will update this information on the DEQ website www.deq.louisiana.gov. 
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