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Environmental News

DEQ Kicks Off Statewide Mercury Sweep

BATON ROUGE -- The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality will be conducting a series of statewide mercury workshops starting July 13. These workshops are designed to assist school systems, medical facilities and local governments in dealing with the many issues surrounding mercury.  The workshops will be held in Lafayette, Baton Rouge, New Orleans, Alexandria, Lake Charles, Monroe and Shreveport.

These workshops address the importance of mercury as a toxic element, how to manage mercury spills, uses of mercury, and how to develop and implement a mercury reduction program. Funding for this program is provided through a grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency along with state funds from the legislature.  

DEQ Secretary Mike McDaniel stated, “Our goal is to aggressively reduce the risks of mercury exposure and increase public awareness.  We are thankful for the assistance provided by the Louisiana Hospital Association, the Louisiana School Boards Association and local governments in presenting these workshops.”

Specific workshop times are: 8:30 am to 10:30 am for Mercury in Schools, 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm for Mercury in Hospitals, and 3 pm to 5 pm for Mercury Management for Local Governments.  

Locations and dates:

Lafayette - July 13 - Clifton Chenier Center  - 220 West Willow, Bldg. C 

New Orleans - July 14 - Delachaise Room, 2nd Floor Touro Infirmary-1401 Foucher Street 

Baton Rouge - July 15- DEQ Headquarters Galvez Conference Center - Pensacola Room - 602 N. Fifth Street
Alexandria - July 21 - City Complex - 2021 Industrial Park Site Road 
(318) 441-6087
Lake Charles - July 22 - Calcasieu Parish School Board Resource Center - 3301 Old Spanish Trail – Mossville 

Monroe - July 27 - Ouachita Parish School Board - Media Center - 701 St. John Street
Shreveport - July 28 - CHRISTUS Schumpert St. Mary Place Auditorium - One St. Mary Place 
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