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DEQ Watershed Coordinator does project

Trailblazer Rural Development Institute Biologist Olivia Ward is doing her best to inform the public about water 
pollution in her watershed. Ward is one of the watershed coordinators who work with DEQ under an EPA 
Nonpoint source grant. 

Ward recently had more than 150 students from 5th and 6th grade classes at Central Elementary attend a Water 
Day Field Trip held by Trailblazer RDI at the Lake Bistineau State Park. Five learning stations were set up for the 
students.  One of the stations was about water quality and testing.  After the students learned about water sampling 
they received hands-on experience in testing the water. Frank Smith, a park ranger, ran the booth that informed 
the students about the Giant Salvinia infestation of Lake Bistineau.  The other stations were the Earth Ball Toss, 
a competitive team game centered on getting earth balls into pollution free zones; the Water Pollution Walk, in 
which the students pretend that they are water droplets that can be polluted; and Watershed in Your Hands, where 
students learn about watersheds, what they are and how they can become polluted.

Nonpoint source pollution is difficult to address. 
Nonpoint pollution is any pollutant that runs off the 
land from yards, forms, forests and parking lots 
and enters our bayous rivers and lakes, untreated. 
Storm drains are a large source of this pollution 
because people find them a convenient repository 
for oil, grass, household chemicals, paint, pet 
waste and fertilizer. When it rains, pesticides that 
are used on yards and farms go into storm drains. 
Debris and chemical products, such as oil and 
gasoline residue from vehicles, also flow into the 
drains.

The students learned about potential pollutants 
and how to properly dispose of them and also 
about how the Giant Salvinia got into the Lake and 
is causing problems. The Salvinia can get up to 
three feet thick on the water, smothering the life 
underneath.

“I think a very important part of protecting and preventing pollution to our environment begins with education, and 
it’s an especially important for youth to be educated early on about the impacts their actions can potentially have 
on the environment,” said Olivia Ward of Trailblazer RDI. “Speaking to a group of students makes them more 
concerned and helps them learn how to prevent pollution. Additionally, a field trip and hand on experience is always 
very memorable.”  

Trailblazer RDI is a non-profit organization whose water quality program sponsored the field trip. Anyone interested 
in water quality presentations and information may contact Ward at 255-3554 or send an email to: olivia@trailblazer.
org. For more information on Nonpoint source pollution and the watershed coordinator program, go to the DEQ 
Web site: www.deq.Louisiana.gov/watershed.

 

Students participate in a water testing demonstration


