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DEQ participates in the Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Day in Opelousas

On a very early Saturday morning, November 5, twelve DEQ employees and volunteers made the

trek to Opelousas to help St. Landry Parish with their Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day.
Household hazardous materials were collected at two locations — one in Opelousas and one in
Eunice. It was open to all St. Landry Parish residents.

St. Landry accepted tires, electronics, vehicle batteries, paint, motor oil, antifreeze, household cleaners
and chemicals, pesticides, flammables, corrosives, medications, fluorescent tubes and bulbs, electronic
wastes, cell phones and cell phone batteries.

DEQ personnel worked the Paint Swap area
and put more than 175 gallons of latex paint
back into service. DEQ employees open the
cans, sort through the good and bad, stir and
then place the paint into five gallon containers.
The paint is then available for reuse.

“Helping the parishes recycle and reuse their
paint keeps it out of the landfills,” said Judy
Schuerman, DEQ manager and chairman
of the paint swap. “It makes the paint ready
for reuse and helps accomplish DEQ’s
mission of protecting human health and the
environment.”

The next HHMCD will be held in Baton Rouge
at Memorial stadium on November 19.
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