
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

FEB 9 2011 

The Honorable Peggy Hatch 
Secretary, Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
602 N. Fifth Street, #lo22 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Dear Secretary Hatch: 

OFFICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION 
AND RESOURCES 

MANAGEMENT 

Nearly two years ago, on February 17,2009, Congress passed the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). At the time of enactment of ARRA, States across the nation 
were struggling with the effects of one of our country's most significant economic downturns. 
The Recovery Act provided an unprecedented resource infusion to jumpstart our economy, 
create or save millions of jobs, and address long-standing challenges throughout the nation. 
Significantly, ARRA provided $7.2 billion for environmental programs which funded much 
needed clean water and drinking water infrastructure, implemented diesel emission reduction 
technologies, cleaned up leaking underground storage tanks, revitalized and reused Brownfields, 
and cleaned up Superfund sites. 

I would like to express my thanks to your organization for their efforts and success in 
administering ARRA resources in your states, territories and tribal lands. As of the end of 
calendar year 20 10, nationwide, 100% of appropriated environmental program funds have been 
obligated and 70% have been outlayed. As reported by recipients of environmental ARRA 
awards, nearly 16,000 jobs were funded during the last reporting quarter. These significant 
achievements are a direct reflection of the careful stewardship and extraordinary program 
management exhibited by State commissioners and directors. 

While much remains to be done to complete our ARRA projects, Administrator Jackson 
and I recognize that our joint efforts will protect and promote green jobs and create a healthier 
environment while continuing to put America back to work. We thank your organization again 
and look forward to partnering with you in 201 1 to complete this important work. If there are 
any issues regarding outlays of ARRA funds, please contact me, EPA's Senior Accountable 
Official for ARRA, at (202) 564-4600 or by email at hooks.craig@eea.aov. Staff questions can 
be directed to Don Flattery at (202) 564-4677 or by email at flattery.don@epa.gov. 

Sincerely, 

crai&. ~ o d k s  
Assistant Administrator 
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