DEQ

Enviroschool reaches out in 2011

communities, businesses, local governments, schools and other organizations on a number of

regulatory and environmentally relevant topics. The goal of this program is for the attendees to
become informed about the environmental regulatory process and to maintain and improve environmental
compliance. These workshops are free and open to the public.

Enviroschool is the environmental education outreach program of DEQ. It provides training for

Initially, the program focused on general issues such as how DEQ works, how to contact and use DEQ
resources, public participation and the basics of air, water, and waste permits. DEQ also offered workshops
on the more specialized areas of the department such as surveillance, enforcement, criminal investigation
and emergency/hurricane response.

Recently, Enviroschool has been presenting workshops on environmental topics that address specific
needs within the state. In 2011, DEQ presented workshops on various topics such as: complying with EPA
6H rule, open burning regulations, sewage sludge hauling, registration and reporting requirements and
understanding Total Maximum Daily Loads and permits.

In 2011, DEQ staff took Enviroschool to the schools presenting “DEQ 101 for Schools” to the East Baton
Rouge Lab School and Jennings High School, along with a “Kitchen Chemistry” session to Woodlawn
Middle and all 9th grade physical science classes at Jennings High.

“The EnviroSchool short courses program is a compliance assistance strategy designed to educate small
businesses, municipalities, and communities at large about the environmental regulatory process,”’said
Alex Appeaning, PhD, DEQ Deputy Secretary. “The courses are taught by seasoned DEQ employees at
no cost to the small business or municipality making the request.”

Enviroschool is an important tool in promoting a cleaner and healthier environment, involving citizens in
those efforts and imparting essential information on regulations and processes.

To read the presentations or learn more about Enviroschool, go to http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/
tabid/2601/Default.aspx.
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