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Nonpoint and DWPP outreach events

Educating the public about water, what pollutes it and how to protect it is an important function of the 
DEQ Nonpoint Source Group and the Drinking Water Protection Team. Many people are not aware of 
nonpoint source pollution, what is, how to prevent it and how to protect their drinking water sources. 

One of the ways to educate the public is to be visible at outreach events around the state. 
 
In September, the Nonpoint Source Group  participated at La Fete d’ Ecologie, the 13th annual one-day 
ecology festival held in Morgan City and sponsored by the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program. 
This free festival offers educational information in a fun and interactive manner with all the festival staples 
– food, music and entertainment. 
 
DEQ personnel handed out information on nonpoint source pollution, watershed information and other 
materials and interacted with the more than 5,000 visitors to the festival. They demonstrated what nonpoint 
source pollution is and how it can move through a landscape.
 
The Nonpoint Source group also attended the 27th Annual National Hunting and Fishing Day at the Waddill 
Outdoor Education Center in Baton Rouge. Hunting and Fishing Day, put on by the Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries, is free to the public and is attended by many families. This year’s event brought 
out 2,164 people for a fun-filled day. 
 
The Nonpoint Source group set up a booth with educational materials, such as watershed basin brochures, 
nonpoint source fact sheets and promotional items. Teachers, students, scouts and their leaders and others 
came to the booth to get information   This kind of outreach is important because many people do not know 
what nonpoint source pollution is and staff can help them understand and guide them on what actions they 
can take to prevent it. DEQ also informed people about the storm drain marking program.  More information 
on that, watersheds and nonpoint source pollution can be found at the Be the Solution Web site, http://www.
deq.louisiana.gov/portal/tabid/2953/Default.aspx. 
 
The  Drinking Water Protection Team has been working with communities in Morehouse and Tangipahoa 
parishes, helping them protect their drinking water sources.  The team forms community committees, helps 
with ordinances, goes into the school and contacts businesses close to drinking water sources to show 
them how to protect them. 
 
The team participated in the Bienville and Lincoln Parish Water Fest, giving out information and  demonstrating, 
with an aquifer model, how groundwater moves through an aquifer.
 
At the Water Fest in Ruston, dubbed It’s Alive, nonpoint source staff exhibited Aquatic Insects and had the 
public identify them and explained how they relate to a water body. The kind of Insect that is prevalent in a 
water body is indicative of the water quality.
 
These kind of outreach events help DEQ reach the public and educate them on how they can Be the 
Solution to water pollution in Louisiana.




