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PUBLIC ALERT 
 

BATON ROUGE – There has been a fire and a release at the West Lake Vinyl plant in Geismer.  The fire is out and the lines 
involved in the release are either shut in or in the process of being shut in. There has been an evacuation and shelter in place 
ordered for a one mile radius and Highway 73 has been shut down. The public is asked to stay away from the area. 
 
The plant was releasing Vinyl Chloride Monomer (VCM); Hydrochloric Acid (HCL; Chlorine (Cl); and  Hydrochloric Acid 
solution in whole or parts. 
 
DEQ is sending the Mobile Air Monitoring Lab, the DEQ Command Post and emergency responders to do additional 
monitoring and oversight. EPA’s ASPECT plane, which can conduct aerial monitoring, will arrive around noon and EPA is 
providing additional air monitoring equipment to add to DEQ’s equipment. An EPA START contractor team will be on site by 
early afternoon and well as an EPA on Scene coordinator. 
 
DEQ Emergency Response will do continuous monitoring for the duration of the incident and is coordinating with the plant, 
LA State Police, Ascension Parish Office of Emergency Preparedness.  The DEQ Incident Command Center is being set up in 
the facility parking lot and  Ascension OEP, Sheriff and State Police on scene with DEQ Emergency responders. 
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