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Cleanup Work Begins at Lighthouse Road Site

BATON ROUGE – The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality and the Environmental Protection Agency announced that cleanup work is projected to start in early September at Dow Chemical's Lighthouse Road site in Iberville Parish.

The Lighthouse Road site, a former industrial waste disposal area, is located on the river side of the Mississippi River levee across from the intersection of La. Highway 1148 and River Road in Plaquemine.  DOW used the three to four-acre site from the late 1950’s into the 1970’s.  An initial cleanup was performed in 1986 and the site was capped and fenced to prevent any contact with the waste. 

The cleanup work, which has been approved by DEQ and EPA, is expected to take place weekdays during daytime hours.  Inclement weather may make weekend work necessary.  Work is expected to take three to four months to complete.  The cleanup, which will ensure that human health and the environment are protected in the long-term and guards against the potential for erosion of the waste by the Mississippi River.

Cleanup at the site will involve excavation and disposal into Dow’s permitted Northwest Landfill located within the facility.  DEQ officials will provide oversight and conduct additional monitoring to ensure that the public is protected.

For technical information, please contact Steve Chustz, with DEQ’s Technology Division, at 225.219.3406.
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