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Roy Young Inc.  Site Participates in Voluntary Remediation Program 

BATON ROUGE – The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality recognized several people responsible for the cleanup of Roy Young Inc. in Abbeville. Those responsible for the voluntary cleanup effort received citations.  The ceremony held Tuesday at the site, located at the corner of Highway 14 and Dairy Festival Road. 

Eddie Young received a plaque for his innovative efforts in the Voluntary Remediation Program of the Young family property. The site was once used to clean trucks, contained oily wastes and wash water in several surface impoundments and above ground storage tanks. Young, with assistance from DEQ and others, sold a portion of the family’s property that was not contaminated and used the money to finance the cleanup of the site. The sold portion is now part of the Shoppes @ Abbeville retail outlet. The newly cleaned property is expected to be used for a retail development.

Marcus F. Guidry, consultant for the clean up, and Owen Bourlet, representing Hermitage Properties/Shoe Dept., was also recognized at the ceremony.

“This site represents a novel approach to environmental cleanup.  An important aspect of the voluntary program is working cooperatively with citizens to find the most cost effective means possible to resolve environmental risk.  Putting the property back into productive reuse will generate new business, new jobs, and additional tax revenues for the area’s economy,” said DEQ Secretary Mike McDaniel.

After the clean up and evaluation of the groundwater at the site, DEQ issued a No Further Action/Certificate of Completion. This certificate means the property owner and any subsequent owners are released from further liability under state law for the past contamination o of the site. The certificate allows potential buyers to acquire and remediate brownfields properties without fear of state superfund liability.
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