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Independent lab results show no air, water contamination at Chef Menteur Landfill 
 
BATON ROUGE – Air and water samples taken at the Chef Menteur Landfill have been analyzed and all parameters 
tested below health-risk levels. The samples were taken by the city in May and June and analyzed by Severn Trent 
Laboratory in Kenner. 
 
The discharge water from the disposal facility was tested for nine parameters. All nine were found to be below daily 
discharge limits. The water was collected on May 26 and sampled for Ammonia, Total Dissolved Solids, 5-day 
Biochemical Oxygen Demand, Alpha Terpineol, Benzioc Acid, p-Cresol, Pehnol, Zinc and pH.  
 
The first air samples were taken on May 24. At the request of the Louisiana Environmental Action Network, a second 
sampling event took place on June 5 for additional contaminants. Combined, samples for 42 contaminants such as 
particulate matter, asbestos and organics were taken. All samples were below qualitative limits except for particulate 
matter.  However, the particulates that were detected were below health-risk levels. 
 
“The state, local and federal agencies involved in the clean-up of New Orleans have gone to great lengths to reassure 
the public that these disposal sites are safe for human health and the environment,” said DEQ Assistant Secretary 
Chuck Brown. “The city’s sampling effort and the results from an independent laboratory are further proof that these 
disposal facilities are not toxic. The department will continue to ensure debris removal is completed in a timely and 
environmentally sound manner.” 
 
The complete report is available at www.deq.louisiana.gov.  
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